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ing a galvanic battery, sulphuric acid, sulphate of zinc, sul-
phate of copper, and cyanide of potassium—ascertained by
an analytical chemist to be such; besides these, were found
in the room bent wircs, files, plaster of Paris, ecmery powder,
a board with round recesses sunk in its surface, stcel burnish-
ers, small crucibles, a blow-pipe, and other articles. The
facts afterwards ascertained showed that the chief culprit
was a man who had moved in better socicty, and possessed
considerable knowledge of chemistry and electro-metallurgy.
He knew how to take ofl two shillings-worth of sterling
gold from a sovereign, without interfering with the sharpness
of the device : and then to restore the lustre in the proper
places by means of a stcel burnisher.  The victims had no
other satisfaction than that of bringing the criminal to punish-
ment. A banker would not have been deccived as the
shopkeepers were ; mecasuring and weighing would have re-
vealed deficiencies not madc manifest by ringing on a counter
or testing with a touchstone.

The passing of surreptitious coin is frequently left to be
managed by women. We have curious evidence that this
was done so far back as two centuries ago. One Catherine
Williams, in 1685, made it her parctise *to utter false Guin-
neys at Foxhall and several other landing-places between
that and Greenwich, by stopping at such places, and sending
her waterman ashore to change her bad Guinneys.”

CENTENIAL WAIFS,

== OR the following copies of interesting letters, we
are indebted to Colonel T. Baily Myers. He is
the holder of many valuable letters and docu-
ments relative to past Historical events, more
particularly the 1775 invasion of Canada, and the war of
1812. In the later his Father, took no inconsiderable part
being the Officer in command of 8omen, of the 13th U. S,




