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Ta the President and Members of the Board of Agriculture of Lower-Canada.

M!. PRESIDi:NT AND GoMF.

I have undertaken to embody in a series of familiar letters, some practical re-
marks on Canadian Agriculture and Agricultural Improvement. I shall en-
davour to aim at variety and comprehensivencss, rather than minute detail,
which can be carried out elsewhere in a succesi ion of short papers or treatisee,
taking up in succession those subjects which would appear ta merit discussion.
As my Readers proeeed they will perhaps find these ktters the more interesting ;
as they are written, currtte calano without eitlier study or pretension. And
to begin :

la an early number of The Farmers' Journal for 18:58ý-59, we read some re-
marks recomm1!ending to the faurners of this Country the practice prevalent in
Britain, an1 it is, when it can be conveniently arranged, to send their sons to
reside as pupils for a year or t.vo with soma Agriculturist of eminence, to com-
plete their agricultural education, and in order that they may have an opportu-
nity of acquiring a thorough knowledge of the mechanical and field operationg
necessary on a faru, with the best modes of reducing their acquired theoretical
knowedge to usefali ss, and adoptiug it into every day practice. A great
a:nount of usefal knowledge may be acquired froin bocks by old and young
liut all that ii truly valuabla is capable of being exenipliined in every day
pretic, aal allt stnl th' ted of rcpe-i tel experinent,-uniformly deterri'
nig in a satisfactory resuLt. I would beg to refer my Readers to the few re-
markrs in the Journal on this head, and I am sure they will forgive me for ta'
ki g this lhberty.

[ am glad to fini it announced, thiat it is in contemplation to introduce e
thainage Bill for Canadt next session. The o¡ eration of such a measure wouLî
be attend d with incalculable benefit. It is diffieult to convince a farmer!
whose lanl is tolerably dry on the surface, that it is in reality poisoned bf
a superfluity ofmoisture, and tlat he is practically ceated out of the one halfof thi
legitimate produce of his land. IIe will not believe that his grasses are inferid
to what they might be, and that his crops are yellow, sickly and scanty froff
this cause alone. That though his soils may grow dry with nidsummer, yet, ie
the early part of the year, they have contiaued unvecessarily and injurious'

ly wet ; that they have, in consequence, in many parts, baked hard and -tiff-'


