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PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES 0F THE TRENCII REVOLUTION.

T FIE probable confequences of the laterevolution in France, with regard.o t .

that Country, and the relt of Europe, Are
more difficult to aicertain, than the ca.-
fes.from wliich it hab arifen, The world
is perhapsi not yet old enougl, to enable
us ta decide, vha will-be the refult of a
fituation', 'neer yet exadily' paralleled in
iny part of its hiflory. .

.1 am' aware, that it is thc-dpinion of
nany, that as often as the fubjes of a
dcfpotic goveriment, vho have far ad-
vanccd in ..luxury, and the vices of opu-
lence, attempt to throw off the yoke, they
mua, after a fewv convulive efforts, fali
back under the rod- of tyranny. Such ef-
forts (thefe people think) are like the ad-
ventitious A1rength and fpirits, that are
formetimes corniunicated ta the. natural
body during the paroxy(mis of a difeafe;
the caufes of which are no fooner renoved,
than the canflitution finks clown ta its
ufual toie.

There pe'rfons 1ay it down as a naxim,
That. a certain portion, both of know-
ledge and.virtue, is nceffary ta confli..
tute and'maintain freedoni. 'iho'. deflitute
of there qualities, men may, indeed, fub-
.vert an . ellablifhed governnenti but
%vithout moderation and virtue, laws can
have no authority. 'Inca'pahle, therclore,
of ftibrmitting to law, -they mua be con-
trouled by power.' A mercenary and mu-
tinious'foldiery will always bc ready to be-
come the inirument of defp:tiffm, ii.the
hands of the perfon, who is moit difpoed
to giatify ther avarice, or indulge their
licentiournefs.

Such obervations, they fuppofe, are il--
hIiiated and confirmed, by tle many fee-.
ble and irregular efforts made, under the
Roman Empercrs,.to recover' the ancient
conftitution of the Republic. In fuch a
fiate, the more frequently' attempts. ar'e
made ta procure freedom, the moreheavily
mufn the people feel the weight of oppref-
faon. Oppo6itigon irritates power ; infur-
reffionprovokes cruety. Every nev com-
motion,-that isfu pprefred, adds freih vigor
and acrimony ta the power of defpotifm.

Si far as the prefent tiate of Fr'qnce re-
feçnbles tl4at of ancient Rame, fo far will
the argument be conclurive. - The flight-
cl obfervation vill, ho.wever, .difcover' .
very wide'differ.nce. between .the nnc .and
the other. In rome of the great cities 6fi
France, a fcw individuals may be arrived
at afatce of venal-ity and ,corruption - of
manners, incompatible with independence.
This h1a eveVer is f[ar fom being the cafe

-icth the Éreai body of the people., In:vir-

tue, induillry, and knowledge, there latter
nu more refemble the- idie, extravagant,
and debaucthed citizens of Rome, ilian the,
kingdom of France refembles an t mpire,
which comprehends the whole of tþe then-
known world. The.infIru£ions, delivered
by the people of France to their Reprefen-
tatives in the National Affcmbly, are a
faithful portrait of their feitiments. They
form a'colleaiàn of the mofn intcienting
ilate-papersthat wereever written. They.
recommend the forming of highiways and
canais ; the improvement of agriculture,
and encouragement of commerce ; a pro-
vifion for the Ïdminifiration of juflice :
They point out the moft falutary -reftraints
on arbitrary power i on the ëxpenditure,
and application of the national revenue.:-
They are didLated with a;fpirit unparalleled
in hiftory ; a (pirit at prefent univerfal in
France.- They prove inconteflably, that
the (un of liberty, and <cience lias arifen in
the land, by which the clouds of def¡potifm
muft be finally difpelled. Accidents., pcr-
haps may occur, vhich, for a 'vhile, m'ay
prevent there effeas; but .follow they
unavoidably mua. So long as the pre-.
fent habits and fentimencs 'of the natiòn
continue, fo longit-mua free. The max-.
im, ' That ¯all gaverinment-is founded on
opinion,' is undeniably juft. Amida opi.
nions, therefore univerfally. favourahle to
liberty, defptifm cannot poffibly fubill.
. To thelle cbnfiderations we may add,
thit the fcience of government. i now bet-
ter underAood, than it was in ancient times.
The experience of three thoufand years
'has greatly improaed human knowlcdge
and arts, and of which jurifirudence makes
an important brani. The inventioniof
printing has diffufed knowledge more ge-
nerally, than itcouldpoffibly have-been-in-
earlier periods of the world. That infor
rnation; of vhich marnkind were then in
pofeffion, cou Id by no nicans be to eafily
acquired by evcry individual, as at préfent.
The idea of reprefentation, that happy ek-
pcdlent by which freedém is perpetuated
in modern timcs, vas not fornerly under-
flood. By this'-inVention, a whole com-
munity miy concur in fràming. the laws by
whch it is governed, without being endan-
gere(d by thofe tu.rruits and comrnotions,
that.are infeparable f rom, large affemblies..
The innittion af irialsliy jurors, whièb,.
in a1l free ftates, is juRly regarded as the.
grea.t, palladim of libertyis alfo anàther
bleiing, unknon :to a nient:Greece and
Rame. 'By thofo fubtidiary contrivances,
liberty may' be preferved in a counitry,. a.
midî a (maller proportion af virtue, than
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