PROBABLE CONSEQ(_IENCES OF THE FRENCH RIVOLUTION-

HE pmbahle confequences of the late

revolution in France, with regard to |

that Country, and the reit of Europe, are

© more difficult to afeertain, than the cau- |

fes.from \.\:hxch it hag anfen. The world
is perhaps not yetold enough, to enable
us to decide, what will be the refult of a

fituation, ‘neveryer exaétly’ p:u.:llelcd in

any part of its h:ﬁory
1 am aware, that it is the -opinion of
muany, that as often as the fubje&ts of a

dcfpotxc government, who have far ad--

vanced in luxury, and the vices of opu-
Ience, attempt to throw off the yoke, they
" moft, after a few convulfive cfforts, fail
back under the red- of tyranny, Suchi ef-

tue, mduﬂry, and knowlcdge, thefe latter

'no more refemble “the- idle, extravagant,

and dzhauched citizens of Rome, than the
kingdom of France refembles an cmpire, -
which comprehends the wholeof the then-
knawn world. The infiruions, delivered
by the people of France to their Reprelen. -
tatives in the National Affembly, area
faithful portrait of their fentiments, They
form a colle@ion of the moft intzrefting
flatc.papers that were cver written, They. -
recommend the forming of highvways and

- canals ; the improvément of agriculture,

and eéncouragement of commerce ; a pro-

_vifion for 'the adminifiration of juflice :

forts (thefe people think) are like the ad-

ventitious firength and (pirits, that are

fometimes communicated to the. natural -

body during the paroxy(ms of a difeafe;
the caufes of which are no fooner removed,
than the: canﬂuunon finks down w its
ufual tone,’

Thefe perfons lay itdown as a mzxnm,

They point out the moft falucary reftraints
on arbitrary power ; on the expenditure,

" and application of the national revenue:-,

That a certain pcrnon, both of know-

ledge and.virtue, is neceffary to confli-’
tute and‘thaintain freedom, Tho. deﬂltule'

of thefe qualities, men may, indeed, fud-
vert an . eflablithed government;  but
Avithout moderition ,and vxrtue, laws can
have no authority. Incapahle, therefore,
of fubmitting to law,-they muft be con-
trouled by power.” A mercenary and mu-
tinous foldiery will always be ready to' be-
come the inftrument of defpotilm, in the

hand: of the perfon, who is moft difpofed”

" unavoidably muit,

. continue, fo longit-mult free.

They are diQtated with a fpirit unparallcled
in hiftory ; a {pirit at prefent univerfal in.
France. They prove inconteftably, that
the fun of liberty and fcience has arifen in.
the land, by which the clouds of defpoufm
muft be finally difpelled. -Accidents, per-
haps may occur, which, for a while, may
prevent thefe. effeéts; but follow they
So long as the pre--
fent habits and fentiments ‘of the nation
The max- .

' lm, ¢ That all governmentqs founded on "
_ opinion,’ isundeniably juft. - Amidnt opi-*

to gratily their’ a\'ancc, or inculge’ v.hexr ,

licéntioulnefs.

Such obférvations, they fuppofe, are |l—'
kattrated and confirmed, by the many fee- .
ble and m-e;,ular tﬁ'or(s made, under-the’

Roman Emperers, to recover the ancient
conftitution of the Republic, 1n fuch 'a

nions, therefore univerfally. favourable to
liberty, defpotifm cannot poffibly fubfift.
_ To thefe cbnﬁdcranons we may add
that the fcience of governmcnthnow hc:- .
ter underftood, than it was in ancient times. .

_THe experience of three thoufand years
“has greatly improved human knowledge

. and arts, and of which jurifprudence makes-

an important branch, The invention.of
printing has diffufed knowledge more ge-

" nerally, than itcould poffibly have-been-in..

flate, the mere frequ'm!y attempts.are’ -

" made to procure freedom, the more heavily

_muft the people feel the w_cjght of oppref- .~

fion;”
_ retion, provokes cruxzity. Every new com-
mouon, that nsiupp.e(“cd adds freth vigor
and acrimony to the .power of dcfpon(m.
- Su far'as the prefcnt flare of France re-

fembles that of ancient Rome; fo far will
the argument be conclufive,
eft obfervation will,

the other.*
~France, a few individuals may be - arrived

Oppoftiqu irritates power ; ‘infur-

earlier periods of the world 'I‘hat infop< "
mation, of which mankind were then in'

‘po(‘cmon, could by no nﬂems be fo eafily

acquired by every individual, as at prefent.
The idea of reprefentation, that ‘happy ex-
pedient by which freedom is perpctu:ted

- in modern times, was nct formerly under-

" ftood.

Thc flight- -
however, difcover.a -
very wide’ dnffercnce between the éne .and -

In forme of the great cities of  in ail free ﬁa(es,

at aftate of ven.zhty‘_'\nd ,corcuption. of .

" manners, mcompauble with independence,

.Rome.

This, however, is far from being the cafe -

. wuh the gn.at body of the pcopl\.. o yvir-

By thns-—-m\cnuon, 2 whole com-
mumty may cencur in framing the laws by
whch it is governed, without bemg endan- .
geréd by thofe turhults and commotions,
that are infeparable from, }nr;,t. affemblies...
The mmtuuon of trials-by jurors;. which,”
is* juftly regarded as the
great palladivm of hbcrty, is alfo. anéthier -
blefling, unkaown to ancient Greece and.
"By, théfe fubﬁdnary conmvam.es, ,

Jiberey may be preferved ina coumry, 2= .
" midit a fmalleg proporuon of \rlrtue, than™

3 M’ could



