Oifervations en Canine Madnefs.

OBSERVATIONS ON CANINE MAD.
NESS.

BY M. PORTAL:
[From ehe Analytical Revierw.]

PORTAL begirs his Oljervations
@ on the Nuture and Treatment of Ca-
nine Madnefs, with relating the tigns of this
difeafv asit appears in the canine fpecies :
but thefe, at leaft in its e.rly flages, are
very uncértain, - All dogs which are mad
do not bite: atleaft M. Portal faw a fmall
€paniel which died of the difeafe, butnever
attenpted to bite any of the other dogs of
the houfe. ‘Two, however, of thefe dogs
ltckcd his mouth, and were feized with
tihe malady eight days after.  But M. lUof-
tal does not inform us how the fpanicl
contracted the difeafe. 1t fhould feem,
from his having been allowed to mix with
the other dogs, that he was concluded to
have be'n mad from the two dogs being
taken ill after having licked his mouth,
B ut that thefe dogs were feized with ca-
nine madaefs is not clear, as they sppear
$0 have been immediately killed.

Aftcr defcribing the appearances of the
wound, and the pains in the neighbour-
hood of the part bitten, which prec-de
the ftill more alatming fymptoms of the
difeaft, he fays their extremities grow cold,
and the fenfe of cold is fometimes fo in-
tenfe that the fufferers often deferibe it as
fzated in the very marrow of their boncs,
‘T'he pulfe is (mall, the urine very clear,
the fkin rough and dry, and the perfpira-
tion confideiably diminithed. Somc have
had thiverings, and an intermiccent pulfe
for a month previous t rhe commence-
ment of the hydrophobia. Thefe fymp-
toms, accompanicd by an affection of the
refpiration, and fpalinodic contia@ions of
the mufcles of the lower juw, afd of thofe
employed in fpeaking, form what he calls
the firlt ftege of the difvufe. in the fs
cond ftage the cold is fucceeded by heat,
which diffufes itfclf theough all che hmbs,
Increafing with more of Jels quicknefs and
violence, till at lengeh it bécomes, in the
internal parts, mott inteiife, efpeciaily in
the hci'd. the throat, and above ali in the
part bitten.  The pulfe rites gencrally in
proporuon as the heat increafis, and the
thirit becomes excuffive. 1'he urine ceafes
to be fecreted, or becomes as red as blood
and tae ch.cks of fiery rednefs, ’

There are few difrufs, in which we
have received fo little informacion from
opening the bodies ot thofe who have d.ed
of ity as in hydrophobia. tur auth r,
atter relating the obfervations of preceding
diffieltors, gives us the hillory of two ca.
fes which he had the Opportunity of exa.
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mining himfelf. But we may remark,
that there are few, if any circumflancesy
which have been cenflantly obferved in
all the diffeftions.  The Jarynk and pha-
tynx have been {requently found more o
lefs inflamed ; but in other inftances fuch
appearances have been fcarcely pereeptie
ble. ‘The pericarcium has been generally
found without any waterin it; butin ons
of Morgagni's dileftions there were thres
ounces ot a yellowith fiuid. The brain
has ofien been found very dry, butin two
or three of Morgagni's, and in one of M.
Portal's, there was fourd in it a quantity
of reddith ferum. ‘I heblood is often fluid,
butit is fomctimes coagulated.  Some of
the bodies putrificd rapidly, while others
fcemed as little prone to putrefadtion.

Hence diffetion feems, in this difeafe, ta -

prove to us rather what are not its caufes,
than to demonftrate what cthey are.

M. Portal, in treating on the fymptoms
of the difeafo, fhews, that the dread of
fwallowing liquids is the effect of the ex~
ceffive irritation which they (xperiencein
tl:¢ organs ot deglution, and explains why
they fwallow folids fo much more readily.
The pain they fometimes experience fro.a
light, he attributes to the increafed feng-
bility of the nerves, which he obferves e-
nables them to diftinguith fmall objecs
in a degree of light in which they would
be quite invifible to others. He once re~
marked, he fays, the famein a young pby-
Gician labouring under a malignant te'ere
The atfe@ions of the organs of generation
in both fexes he atwributes to the fams
caule; and the whele of the fymptoms bs
very juiily confiders as arifing from an
excefiive fenGibility of the nerves, and ir-
ritability of the mufcular fibres, occafion«
ed by the aétion of a prcuiiar virus,

With regard to the communication of
the difeafe, M. Portal is of opinion, that
the faliva of amad animal is the only fource
of infeéion,  The difcafe is not commu-
ricable by the fweat, the feminalliquorsy
the blood, or the milk. Men as well as
animals, have drank the milk, and caten
the fieth of mud animals, without any ill
confequences ; and the ancients directed
the peifons bitten to eat the liver, the
fpleen, (r dricd blocd of the mad animal,
M. Portal gees on to obfeive, that it is
inttoduced ecither by wounds er by the
mouth. He calls in quefticn the oblerva-
tions of the ancients which feemed to
prove, that the falivaof a mad animal 2p-
plied to the kin of an animal in health,
was capable of priducing the difeaft, re-
marking, that we no longer hear of any
inftances of perfons being attacked with it,
in confequence of attending upon perfons
aftli@ed with that malady, though it is

well



