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AT THE CONVENT GATE.
Wlstaria blossouis trail and fali
Abovo the leugth of hurrier wal;

And auotly, nom snd then,
The shy, staid-breuuaîod doves milflit
Prom r',of t,, gateway top, and ait

And match the waya uf men.

The gate's ajar. If one might peep!
Ah, wha' a haunt oi reat snd aleop

The asbadowy garden seema!1
And note how dirniy to and fro,
The grave, gray-hooded Siators go,

Like figures seen in dreama.

Look, there la one that tels her beads;
And yonder one apart that reade

A tiny miasa's page;
And sep, besaide thewmell, the two
That, kneeling, trive tu lure anow

The magpie to its cage!

Not heautltul-not al! But eaoh
With that uild grace, outlying speech,

Wbich cornes ofeaveu blooci;
The vei un@een that momneu mear
Wi It ert-whiole thought, and quiet care,

And hope of higher gou>d.

A placid iEM-s peaceful lfa1
Wbat need 10 theé-e the mime of Wife 7

What gantier task," 1 raid-
"Wbat wortier-oe'en your arts among-

That tend the sick, and teacb the young,
And give the hungry bread 1"

No wortbier task t " re-'echoea ah@,
Who, ciosetier ciinging. turne to, me

To face the rad agan:
And yet, in that warm beart of haro,
8h. meàns the doiveai, for abs prefera

To 'match the maya of mon."

À VICTIM 0F FOÈLY.
When Alfred Standial waa in Rome he acted

pretty much as English people generally du
when visiting the imimontal city. And yet it
might be botter to say that ha " did " the igbts
in an American spirit, very thoroughly, btut
rather with an idea tbat tbey niuat ha done, ha-
cause it is the proper thinîg for a traveller to sea
everything in order to ha able to talk about it
afterwards, than from auy moi e exalted motive.

Setting bis appearance aside-for ha watt ne-
markably handsoue-Alfred was an average
apeciruan of bnniaîtity, who might bave turned
out supcrior to the ordiuary ruît if in hbis careet
ha had met with auy of those checkrs andi crossas4
whicb are tlioughit to ha so essautial for the
trengtheuiug and deveiopnieut of hinîuan char-

acter. IL badi neyer been lis tata to watt atuy.
tbing, to raally long for the possessioii of souste-
tbing impossible, unattaiîuable ;sud it is a we.1
irnown fact that haî'ing every little wish or
wbim gratifieti, if not atiticipéted, lias proved
the ruin of mauy and niauy a dispuositin.

"'Tiat boy will ha utterly tipuîled," were
words oftan apoken duriîîg the î'lacid sunny
cbiidhood of Alfred Standisb. But nstural
amiability saved bim fromn growingc selffial, luutl.
pably selfish ; no opportun ities occurred fur tlie
exorcise of seif-deni ; and so, a4 he grew front
boy to youtl, from the age of puppydom to that
of maxi bood, the world deciared it to ha a mar-
vallons thuuîg that ha was mot spoileul, sud as-
sigued to bim a place smongst the fornost of
socity's dcmi.gods sud darbingg.

For beyoud Lhe fact of bis biug to a certain
extent claver and accompliabed, anxd beîdaome
as a haro of ancient bal lad or Prinve of fairy bora,
Alfred mas the possessor of a nobule old country
stat, a beautiful yacht, and money enougli to
indulge in a thousand extravagances,' for whicb,
howevar, bis friandq considered lie lad tiot any
inclination. Before ha was twenty-five it so
lappened that al bis near relations were daad,
those who would bave been dear to him liaving
gone whibe ha wss too young to feel their boss.
Ha was aingularly witbout encumbrances or re-
aponaibilities, freea froin amba4rrsssmants as to his
nwn fortune, thoroughly and, as -natch-.iig
mothars lamented, muchi too bopelesby master
of bimself.

"0Of course ho will marry ; sncb an excellent
younq man ia sure te settie aarly," bad beau
propheaied sinca tbe ime ha waa still at Oxford.
B ut yaar after year passed oit, sud Alfred's name
had nover yat beeu coupled with tlîat of auy of
the ladies who woubd 8o ciaerfully hava resigued
their liberty in exchange for bis affections.

" But be only thitîks of. sport and art anîd
travelling," said Clans, witb sonie charin-
Clara, wbo rode acrosa country, and wus tie only
lady whb bad ai-ar mounted tie paragoti's fav.
ouite hunter. And Maria, wbo bad basa on a
cruise, and aven braveul the paruls of asatorm i ii
bis yacht, was obiged te own that ho backad the
virtue of ausepntibilîty.

we will return tte Isbject of Âlfred's viit to
Rome.

Ha lad only beau tIare once, and oftan
tbougit ha really muet go again when ha iad

ima, aitbough ha remamhared the place par.
fectly. Ha liired Rome excaedingiy, ltad not
beau in the east disappointad, anti the additional
weiglt and experiance of years wera ut favour
of a second visit proviug aven more enjoyablo
than the firet. Also ha ragretted tiat ha lad
flot punclased any pi ctinres when going the
rotind of te studios, bis dread of overburdeniug
bimsebf with luggace having probably loat him
Lhe chance of acquiring mnch that hae would bure
to possesa. By degreas le hacame conscions of
a feeling, wheuevar Rome was mentioued, that
ho lad wasted some opportunity-be could scarea-
Iy realise wbat iL waand at last be got iuto
a habit of aaying that ha shonld "'go to Rome
next year." Several winters, howaver, psssed
away, and sometîiug or other lad always pre-
vanted bis determination. from being carried
out.

IL bas been raid that ha could talk well about
the places lie had viaited, bnt wheu ha lad to
undergo an examination respecting Iis recollec-

ions of different gaileries or studios le lad scen
abroad, daspite an intelligent flueucy of talk, ha
was inwardly aware tlat lardby any of LIe cale-
bratad pictures or statues laft sucb an impression
on lis memory as did ona particubar face that ha
had seani produced and roprodnced in LIe pic.
tures of a LIen nameless ununowu artist, t-)
whose studio le lad beau aken by some dilet-
tante acquaintauca. IL was a ittia girl, witl a
Greuze type of face, aird tLeaiam counitenance
lad bean portrayed in many diffareut pisas and
otages of completion. The moat flnisled sud
perfect painting was merely that of the litle face
distorted by a frown, Lhe amaîl fubl motî pont.
iug, and ears of anger standing in tIe barge bîne
eyes. This the artiat lad namad " La Ragaz-
zuccîs." The face waa so pretty, sncb a living
piace of flash sund blooti, the rongh éurly lair
tu nîbling into Lieeayaa, su lika that of a naughty
cbibd, tiat iL had taken Aifrad'a fsucy immense
seby, sud lha woubd bave bongit iL lad iL beau
for sala. But LIa artiat lad nu seamed anxious
to part with any of lis picturea. Ha was at
Rouie, ha said, almoat as an amateur, sud ai-
thongh subsequantly many of lis psiutings wera
axhibited in London, and Alfred from ima to
ime criticised sud adniired them, Lbe iiuig

R. A. was never associated i iilhies mirid with the
reaerved young arti.4t of tle Via Margutta. In
reply to his uuetions couceruiug the little girl,
w1hose features hlld beau bastowed upon varjous
sul)jet-a cherub, fairy, uun, in slumber, aud
t'Veil death-Alfred lied oiy beê.-n able to elicit
the fitct that she wss not a profassional moul.
He wished tIe artiat woniîl ixot heno unco mnmu-
nicativa, but iiilbasaad bh curiosity by LIe con-
ëolatory raflection that the original was in al
probaiility very mucl giorifled iu 1er likeemsa
anîdaltiîougi lie frequenîly saw the youugrgirb'ia
lace iii imagination, iL was always as repreaented
on LIe canvas, sud a thongît of evar aaeing 1er
in person neyer once entered lis Iaad.

How hae dicl eventually uteet ber, sud came to
uuuierstsnd what iL is to feal au sbi-abs4orl'ing in-
tu'nes4'. in snytlïing, le Lie subject of this atory,
the prologue wbereof baiîîg tolti, we wilI proceed
at onîce te the openiug scorna.

Boîîdistreet on a riay day. Far on in LIe
moit of March, snd four o'clock in the after-
noon ; cnsqiiautiy a great number of people
about, uotwithstanding LIe weather. Mi-. Alfred
Standisl, anxerging from Truefltt'it alop, findsas
trifling difficulty in putting np s uew unibreb Ia
bafora proceeding on bis way.

If le lad beau atet-pfd in deIt, poasead only
of an income so amali that every farthiug for the
neit few years beionged by rigîta te lia ci-adi-
tors, le would in ail probabibîty liave laibed a
cab sud beau driven te Brook streat, wlera le
wss goiug te psy a cali. IL is raid, "IHeavan
Lampera LIe wind ote lsaoru lamb ;" wlat
Fowartisit, Lieu, LIaL bastows extravagant sud
luxunions testes upon LIese esat able te gratify
them b Simply bacanse le was iicb, driviug se
short a distance did not occur Le Alfred . Ha
waiked webi, sud lis trousera wore turnad up ;
la aise had ou au overcoat; ao that las wonbd
flot brin g mnd or an atmosphare of damp inte
lis frieud's drawiug-room.

Having masterad the new umbrebia, he was
debating whtîar to ci-oaa the road at once, or
walk on a littla way. TIare waa a great con-
course of validaes iu LIa i-oad jusL at that mo-
ment ; se ha dacided flot te attempt tho cross-
ing, sud tnrniug abrnptly to LIe rigît, li& nm-
brella cama in contact witI that of another par-
son coming the coutrary way.

lie club, au acquaintance met him, sud they
stopped to speak. The pretty girl sud 1er
attendant, tearing thamecves relnctautly from
a fascinatinig shop window, wara again approacli-
ing Alfred. Jane lad avidently becoma tired of
iruocking up againat people, for the offauding
umbreiba was fuiled, sud the drizzliug ramn feU
upon LIeu- uuprotected bonnets.

Wlilst Lhay were stiIl a couple of yards dit.
tant from bim, Alfred saW Lhe clildial cleairs
of LIa prctty girl hacome suffused wiLI LIe deep-
est, lovlieat carmina, as soma oua lu a cab
passed, sud Look off lis bat to ber.

How ha could notuce se much in an instant of
ime, was a subject of wouderment afterwai-ds ;

but Alfred was as positive that Lhe man la Lia
cab was " bad form, " '"1a cad, " an d a Lhousand
other thinge, as le was conacious of feeling vexad
at Lia girl'a binaI of évident deligît athIs salu-
tation.

Poseibly ha migît bava fongettea botI lis
glimpses of LIe bovaby face, lad iL not beau for
LIa audden sensation of jealousy LIat ai-osa witl-
in bim. Not tIat le raasoned thus witî him.
self, for a man doas not own to sudh trivial
waakness as thisunuaccountable susceptibility Lo
an attacir of Lie grean-eyed monstar. Ha was,
lowcver, sensible of a great lougiug Lo irnow
who this littie ldneuse conld ha, to meet bar
again, become acquainted witl lai-, and find ber
voice, 1er mmnd, sud manuar aqual to ber form
sud features.

And wly, ha aven weut se far as to asir him-
self, -why did la now, for Lb. fi-eL ima in bis
life, tîink like tIis Y Was iL LIaL lis friands
lu Brook streeL, s happy bride sud groom, lad
told him tiat lis lifa wus incompbete ; that bis
chief dnty towai-de limeaf, bis nama, sud society
in ganaral, wus to fail in loveansd mai-ry b

0f course le lad gi-an the snbject of matri-
mony a passing Llongît occasionaliy, and ha
looirad forward-a i-aiy long wsy-to a ime
wben ha sloubd ho calmly sattled witl a wife
and family.

The Marias sud Julias of lis acquaintance
wouid have dressed sud sang sud Lalked at bim
witb doubla zest about titis ima lad they kuewu
that Alfred Standisi wae at lust hagiuning Lo
fiud lia life of passiotîleas liberty sud pleasune
umonotonous, unless tIey learned aiso tbat the
liaio was vaguely lookinst for one Greuze-lika
countenance, baîaid only for a faw moments oua
raiîîy afternoon, as la believed, and yet as
atnangely fimiliar to him as if foi- years sud
yeara lie had gazed at it inceà§santby ln lis
dreama.

The object of Alfred's admniration sud han
companion walked s!owly n l Bond street, but

the young lsdy'a iutaret in lha slops wa4 con-
siderably lassaned after that salute fi-oui tic
cavalier iu LIe lausoin cab. They croesed Ox-
ford streat, sud thon witl a quickenod pare soon
ai-rived at their destination, a dismai.booking
bouse in Welhack atreet.

I' m very nncî obliged te you, Jane, for
Lsiing me for this uleasant walk. I abould cer-
tainby lave loat uyseif, sud'beau obliged to
taire a cab, if I had gone ont aloe," spoke the
rosy littIa moutb, as its owner ripped np Lhe
stops sud acrapetl LIe mud from ber boots. Il0,
are you geing to open Lha door?1" aIe continued,
as Jane produced a laLcI.key.

The msid explaiued that '6being Lhe only oua
irept," by wîieî aie meant that aIe waa Lie soie
domestic of LIe bodging-Ionaa, "suad miss
being atout and objecting to stairg," iL saveul
trouble for 1er te pomeatLe meaus of inde pnd-
ant ingreasa; Lîong, when gentleman lad the
apartmenta, they liked Lo bava LIe use of the
key; bethn, as thora wss net a second, Jane
lad Le ring if aIe wus sent ont ou an i a-sd, sud
poor lira. Jeues lad LIe troubla of cemiug np-
ataira.

Fortunataly ne ena lad beau et LIe door dur-
ing LIair absence Le give the landlady occasion
te repent having spsred Jane Le wvabk eut wiLl
ber youug bodger, who went up.stairs sud qnietiy
entai-ad Lhe sittiug-room occupied by 1er wid-
owad stapmothei-.

À plaintive, ratIer captions i-eice, that avi-
dently of an invalid, graeted lai- with l How
long yen lave beau, Rita 1 Yen muet ha vary
tired. Ai-e your feet wett Now de maire baste
sud change yonr dreas. Don't coma near me,
lova; I de so e e eamaliof damp cletles."

Mai-gerita i-an up te Lhe floor aboya, sud
effacta a tborouhîchIange in ber attire, wlich

occniedaboteLa minutes. On bar ratura Le
the drawing.room ah. fonnd a visiter wiLl 1er
atepmotîar, whem sla was deliglted te sac.

4"Giorgina t how auclanting!" ale cied.
44How iid of yen Le coma on sncb a wet day ! "

"14Madame Bertani i8 Most igoed-natnred al-
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"Ahi! cried Giorgina suddenly, stooping to
arrangeher tidy shoe-strings. "This rosette is
loose, and 1 wish to walk back if the rain bolda
up. Rita, you must sew it on for me. Mrm.
Courtland, do you think it bad for the feet to
wear high beels ? You must own that a lil'etime
of unnatural chaussure lias not spoiled my
ankles."

"IlFaultiess, my dear," replied Mrs. Courtland,
smiiing.

Rita did not perceive the tactics of their crafty
visitor, and while hier stepmother was giving
Madame Bertani credit for gond taste in desist-
ing, the child only thouglit Giorgina might have
nmade more effort to gain hier point. The reason
shie had called that day, as Rita knew, Wau to
try and obtain permission for bier young friend
to accompany her to a large fancy bail which
was to take place in a few days at the bouse of
an old artistic acquaintance of Bita's father.

Two or three words about the Courtianda may
be desirable to explain precisely the situation of
the herolue of this littie sketch.

Years ago F'rederick Courtland, the younger
son of aC North,-country baronet, had grown
weary of society, his native !and, and family ;
and witbout any 'juarrel, or the supposition of
having gone to the bad, he merely disappeared,
and was in time almost forgotten. He married
a beautiful Italian actress, whn died a few yaars
after the birth of littie Margherita, when the
cbuld was just old enough to share and sympa.
thise in the wandering ts.stes and habits of her
father.

Rita had been allowed to grow up pretty much
as chance determiried; and always ebeing in an
artistic atmosphere, neyer stagnating in ne
place for any length of time, she somehow ai-
aged to pick up an amount of knowledge, expe-
rience, and common sense that served instead of
a regular education, and being bright ani1 sweet-
tempered, as well as very lovely, la Signorina
Courtland, even at the early age of fourteen,
liad inspired a hopelesa passion i the breasts of
several ardent southern swains, and, dowerless
as she was known to ha, Frederick had bean
asked for bis daughter's band as soon as sha
should ha old enough to marry.

At the tirne when hie wits hegining( to realisa
that the littie girl wvas growing ui,, anîd likely
to prove more of a respoîtsibiiity, Frederick had
a severe attack of fever, Irom wliich lie neyer
couipletely recovered. The thought of being
taken away front hie chilul, and the inieligribility
of those whosa desire it was to gain possession
of lier, determinad himn to make a second mar-
niage. The lalieh chose was a countrywoman
of his own, possessed of no very special attrac.
dions, for she ivas no longer youniz, had hardly
any Moitey, and was ini bad health. But she
liad been kid to Rita before Rita's father made
lier aciluaintance. and the child did flot ini the
lesat dislike lier, thougli she was unlike moat of
the people sbe carad for, partieular!y difl'erent
fromn lier dearast friand Giorgina, who was the
ouly Englishwuînan Rita was intimate with.
For Madame Bertani, be it said, was Engliih
born and bred, snd had been called Georgy
Thomson before àîie ran away from aschool aIt
Brighton with the Italian singzing-nxuster.

After Frederick Courtland'a tleÏath, bis widow,
though idsicereiy grieved at lis los,% was able to
intereat herseif in layiumg acharnes for making ber
step(laugliter acquainted with hier father's reba-
tionâ. She wrote to the present Bironet, in-
forming Iiim of his brother's death and the
existence of Margherit£; but montbs and montis
elapsed, and no sigu of recognition arrived.
Then Mrs. Court]and duecided upon coming to
Engband to urge Rita's daims tipon the notice of
the familv, feeling that she was becoming every
week leas fittad for the responsibility hier bus-
band liad beujuesthed baer, and they lad arrivad
about a fortniglit before that rainy aftuinoon
when Rita attracted the admiration of Mr. Stan.
dial. Their only acquaintanca in London was
Madame Bertani, at whose bouse Rita found
pbenty of amusement, somnewiat to Mrs. Court-land a chagrin, as sbe considered the wife of an
opera singer scarcely the riglit sort of chaperon
for bier stepdaughter. But Giorgina was a good-
natured, wll.mesning woman, and it would
have been too bard to forbid the companirànless
girl to associate witb ber old acquaintance, even
if Mrs. Courtland lad beau basa inclined to like
bier than was the case. The invaiid was raalby
rather faecinated by Madame Bertani. This
Rita knew, and aîthougli thaematter had beau
previously discuased, and Mrs. Courtland had


