May 9, 1874.

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

299

“Poor fellow!” I exclaimed, ¢ He must have been crasy.”

“ Yes, he escaped from Dr. X.'s asylum about eight hours
ago. A telegram was received here describing him, and offi-
cers were waiting to search the train. The brakeman saw
him make the leap with you in his arms, and the train was
stopped. You were picked up, and have been here about half
an hour.”

“ How comes it that he was killed, while I got off so easy 1"

“ He struck the ground first, and broke the violence of your
fa}}.t'lfou rebounded against & haystack, and were only bruised
a little.”

% Oh, yes—I remember the haystack was there, Poor fellow |
He must have been shattered from head to foot.”

“Yes. There are not many whole bones in his body ”

It turned out that my crasy companion was s hopeless
lunatic. 1 learned something ot his history. Perpetual mo-
tion was his hobby, and for years he had been bent on carrying
out the scheme unfolded to me. He possessed fine natural
abilities, 'and in early
career. But the taint of insanity was in his blood, and took
the direction that has been indicated, His madness was his
own destruction. As for me, although it is not within the
bounds of possibility that I will ever again meet with even a
remotely similar adventure, I have ever since made it a point
to scrutinize critically the faces of travellers who tend to
sociability or communicativeness. Do you wonder at it ?

SOME POINTS FOR WOULD-BE PRIME DONNE.

A corresponient of the Hartford Courant, writing from
Milan, says: ¢ American girls who -come over to pursue their
musical studies here after a little while find out a great many
things they would like to have known before leaving home.
In the face of all the disadwantages that present themselves,
they will be apt to ask how it happens that Milan has become
so popular with musical students, and how it is possible that
two or three hundred Americans are content to make it their
residence for a prolonged course of musical study. The first
and great reason is that this city has become the acknowledged
musical market of the world. Her position as an operatic
emporium is as firmly settled as that of Paris as a leader of
fashions, or London as the monetary centre of the globe.
Impressarios from every land come here to engage their com-
panies, and musical critics from all nations sit in the boxes at
La Scala to pass judgment upon the new aspirants for operatic
honors A success at this magnificent establishment is suffi-
cient for the whole operatic world, and an artist who
the ordeal need have no doubts about the future. It is a brilliant
prige to strive for, this winning of the honours at La 8cala, but,
alas! fow succeed to it. Ope or two of our countrywomen
succeed in gaining an appearance here during the season.
The otkers must be content with débuts at the lesser theatres.
There are of course no end of bitter disappointments, Young
girls who come over here on limited mecans find they hav.
not enough to complete the lengthened course of study they
here find to be necessary. BMany who in Amerioa were told
they had the voices of Nilsson and Patti find here that they
have allowed themselves to be deceived by the enthuslastic
Judgment of partial friends. Those who held excellent posi-
tions in American chirrch choirs, and gave unmixed pleasure
as amateur singers, find here Im the 'great majority of cases
they are not equal to the requirement of the operatic stage.
Indeed the most brilliant reputation as an amateur at home
signifies nothing here. I have heard of ladies who, as church
singers in America, Imve earned $1,500 a year, besides a hand-
some sum extra in concerts, making lamentable failures here
and returning home discouraged. Even the most experienced
impressaréi never trust their judgment of a voice they have only
heard in a parlour. When they have heard it in the crowded
theatre, and witnessed its effoct upon the people, then and not
till then will they venture to give an opinion. If & person
does not intend studying for the opers it is entirely unneces-
sary to come to Milan. I am informed by Americans here
who are entirely competent to judge, that general musical in-
struction may be had in our larger cities fully equal to that
here, and that the only advantages of a residence in Milan are
to learn to sing the text of an opera in regard to accent and
expression just as an Italian sings it, and in case of a success.
ful début to be broug)t into contact with the operatic agents
here, through whom engagements are to be secured. 1 was
somewhat surprised to hear that the Americans who learn
their Italian from a good teacher in America have generally a
better pronounciation than those who bagin their study of the
language here. The Milanese dialect is said to be scarcely
intelligible to one who has learned the pure Italian, and the
pronounciation of those who are not well grounded in the
language before they come here s apt, from this cause, tu be
more or less injured. In generdl, however, the Americans are
said to be diligent students and succeed w&miubly in master-
ing the difficulties of the language.”

ODDITIES.

Lazy husbands are known out West as stove watchers,

Kentncky has a paper “devoted to the interests of its pro-
prietor.” .

A Chicago minister is affectionately advertised as being ¢ out
of a job.”

A New York dentist gives a premium chromo for every tooth
he draws, !

A Georgila editor was bitten by a dog, ¢ baing evidently mis.
taken for a bone.”

The editor of the New Berlin Gueetle wants to trade his Mid-
land Railway stock for an old setting hen. .

A Maine man is out with a temperance lecture the taking
titie of which is, ¢ How Gollath was Killed with a Sling."”

1n 8t. Louis everybody is considerate, and therefore & daity
paper remarks : ¢ Two gentlemen and a lady left for the Peni-
tentiary last week.”

Indianapolis boasts of a divinity student who preaches in
Eunglish, prays iu Armenian, sings in Turkish, and holds his
tongue in eleven other languages.

A teacher asked an advanced school-girl why bser in French
was femioine. She replied thai it was probably owing to the

" fact that the boys liked it 8o well.

Inscription on a tombstone in Columbia, Tenn.: ¢ Escaped
the bullets of the enemy to be assassinated by a cowardly pup—
a kind husband, an affectionate fathér.”

Anexchange asks: «Ts there auything thal man caunot do 2"

life had given promise of a brilliant -

To which Dr. Wood, of the Glasgow, Ky., Times, replies: ¢ You,
sir; we have never known one suckle a baby.”

Sixteen years ago Tom Kenyon went to Kansas City with a
cent, and the other day he signed s chack for sixteen thousand
dollars, He signed with another man's name, however,

A client remarked to his solicitor: ¢ You are writing out my
afidavit on very rough paper, sir.” ¢ Never mind,” was the re-
ply of the latter; «it has to be filed before it comes into oourt.”

8ally, looking down fro:n the window upon one of her master's
customers, sald: ¢« We have all been cenverted, and when you
want whiskey on Sundays, you must come in at the back door.”

An exchange sagely remarks, « When they find a man in.

Whashington who hasn't a plan of his own for the solution of the
financial problem they drown him. No one has been drowned
there yet.

A Detroit hotel-keeper writes his own blll of fare, thereby
saving the oost of printing. It announces ¢ Coffse, soupe; roste
befe, fride ham, boyled and bakt potatys, fride coul puddin, and
mins ple.”

The Chicago Tribune prints a posm in which the writer wishes
that she had « s heart fuil of sweet yearlings.” How the perse-
cuted suthor must have y ‘arned to fumble among that compo-
sitor’s hair,

Al an Aberdeen examination of some girls for the right of
confirmation, in answer to the question, ¢ What is the outward
and visible sign and form in baptism ?” One of them replied,
«#«The baby, sir,”

As one result of the panic several of the ¢ apper ten” have
felt it & duty to give up their pews in fashionable churches, and
if things go on at this rate they fear they may have to relinguish
their boxes at the opera.

If you want to fire to frenzy the heart of the average Brook.
lynite, just whisper to him the base suggestion that he may yet
maks his boast that his home is in the Twenty-fifth Ward of
the City of New York. . .

L3
The difference between having a tooth properly drawn by &
professional surgeon, and having it kuocked out miscellaneously
by & fall on the pavement, is only a slight distinction-—one is
dental and the other accidental

Ao old lady, who had insisted on her minisier’s praying for
ralu, had her cabbages cat up by a hail-storm, and, on viewing
the wreck, remarked that she * never knew him to undertake
anything without overdoing the matter.,”

A Western exchange says+: ¢The gift-chro'no business has
reached its sublimest altitude in Washington County. An enter-
prising colergyman offars ¢ an elegant chromo’ #0 every person
who shall not miss one of his sermona for & year.”

One evening reeently, at a Paris café, a group of idlers were
discussing politios and people who echung: their opinions.
«“Well,” sald one, I've never cried ¢Long live anybody!’”
«Quite 80,” rem irked another; ¢ but then you’re & doctor.”

A correspondent at Portsmouth, describing the preparations in
that town to welcome the troops from the G)ld Coast, says that
a huge flag with the inscription, ¢ Welc )m» Home,’’ had been
hoisted over the police station. It was fortunalely seen and re-
moved in time.

A drunken Irishman was fouud by his friend: the other night
lying in the snow, with his heels upon the fence, warmiung his
toes by the moonlight. He wac muttering, ¢ What a cowlid fire
you have got, Biddy darlin’! Have on some carrysane, or my
futs will fraze.” .

Is it possible that the German sehoolmen nod sometlmss ?
At Berlin the director of a great ladies’ college is sald to have
given to his puplls—young girls from fourteen tv sixteen —as a
theme for stylistic composition, ¢ The advantages and inc mve-
niences of the married state.” )

A wretched oynic writes: ¢« A bright Iittle five-year-oid was
looking through a picture-book the other night, when she sud-
denly paused, gazed eagerly into her mother's face, and, while
there shone in her eyes the light of a wisdom beyoud her years,
sald—{blamed if we havn't forgotten what she said}.”

They have extraordinary cbildren in Te Quer tly
died in Memphis at the tender age of two months; yet & local
paper tells its readers that ¢“she rose as a star, asnd beasned
lucently with meteoric resp.endency along the horizon of her
parents, lighting their psthway with the sheen of hope."”

A man in Haverhill, N, B,, who had recently buried his wife,
on hearing of the sudden death of his nearess neighbour's better
half, hastened over to hin house to console him. After he beheld
the lifeless remains of the lady, he remarked, « Wal, we have
Loth lost our women, and all we hev gut to do is to ind two
more.” ,

A Scottish regiment, more famous for fighting than fluency,
purchased & silver jug for the colonel, and summoned him to
recelve it. When all were assembled together, the spokesman
of the subscribers grasped the ¢ pleoe of plate,” aud xaid, « Col-
onel, there’s the jug.” ¢« Eu!” sald the colonel, ¢4 that the
jug?"” Aud the thing was doue.

A university debating-club has decided the fullowlug question ¢
s« Was Lord Chatham a greater man than Pitt 2" The speaker
on the afirmative sat down afier having delivered the following
single but uwnanswerable argument: ¢« Mr, ‘President, I believe
that Chatham was the greater man; because, If Chatham ha-in't
been, how oould Pitt have been?”

¢« How much better it would have been to have shaken hands
and allow it wasall u mistake,” sail a Detroit julge. « Then
the lion and the lamb would have laln down tugether, and white-
robed peace would have fanned you with her wings and elevated
you with h r smiles of approbation. But no ; you went to claw-
ing and biting and rolling in the mud, anud here you are. It's
five dollars aplece.”

NEVER T0o0 LATE 10 MEND.—The Rev. Newman Hull hav.
ing explained the performance of some ¢ Mudama Angot’ music
r for to a religlous service in Surroy Chapel by stating that the
organist was a g:ntleman who offered hi. service-, and not the
vegular organist, and taking occasion at tho same timne to state
that he knew nothing of such ¢ demornliziug ” entertalnmouts,
the editor of the London Orchestra observes: « The Rev, New-
man Hall should blush to owa himself ignorant of the ¢ Flile de
Madame Augot’ musjo; but it i« not too lute to ropair the neg-
lect. Bussesrun frequently to the Angel, and the Opera Crmi.
que is even nearer the Surrey side. Until he haz inloctrinated
himself in both performances let bim not write nonsensge
about ¢demoralizing entertaluments.’ Tiere is no more demo.
ralising in ‘Madame Angot’ than in lectures on labor and other
such blandishing themes.”

Two INSCRIPTIONS.—The Northern Border says thatl a grave.
yard near Bangor has a monument with the following Inssrip.
tions, the first verse of which was written by the wife before
her death, and the second by the husband after he had married
again (—

# Weep not for me, my dearest dear,
1 am not dead, but sleeping here;
Repent, my love, before you dle,
For you must come and sleep with I.”

“1 wiil not weep, my dearest life,
For I have got another wife;
1 caunot come and sleep With thee,
For I must go and sleep With she."

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

We present to-day a group of the Posir OFFICE INQUIRY now
going on in this city. The Chairman of the Commission 18 Hon-
oré Mercler, Eaq., advocate, of 8t. Hysointhe, and Member of Par-
lHament for Rouville during the last session. His two colleagues
are J. Dewe, Esq., Chief P. O. Inspector, and W. G. Parmelee,
of the Eastern Townships, Mesars. E. F, King, Emery, and J.
T. Wright appeared as important witnesses. The fac-similes of
handwriting displayed were produced in the effurt to discover
the author of the Pope-Macdonald letter robbery. We gave an
opinion editorially last week on the worth of the evidence
elicited from this source.

Our illustrations of the mllitary scenes around BrLBAo derive
additional interest from the late sucoesses of the Ropublican
foroes at that point. Marshal Serrano has emered Bilbao, after
a long and arduous struggle, and the Carlists are precipitately
retreating into the interior of the Province of Biscay. What
the result of these important events may be it is difficult as yet
to foretell. -

Tne two river scenes on the eighth page are timely. Within
& few days there was plentiful IcE GLEANING on the wharves of
this city, and the advent of the FIRsT S8AILS on the opening of
navigation. 1

Tue BALLOON A%CENSION of Messra, Croce, Spinelli, and Sive
is the most remarkable on record, because it rose to 7,460 metres
the greatest altitude yet reached by aeronauts. The balloon
went up from Paris, amid a concourse of scientific men, on the
220d of March uilt. Besides the usual fustrumeants for scleatific
observation the aeronauts, relylng on the theories of Mr. Bert,
were provided with two small balioons, one oontaining 40 per
cent. oxygen and 60 per cent, nitrogen, and the other 75 per
cent. oxygen and 26 per cent, nitrogen. This vital luid proved
of indispensable use. As gsoon as it was imbibed the body re-
ocovered its vigour, the mind became clear, and the eyesight,
from being dim, was sharp and distinet. One of the ascension-
iats at a great altitude managed to eat with appetite by alter-
nately taking mouthfuls of chicken and inspirations of oxygen.
The spectroscopic observations were very important. The ques-
tion was to ascertain whether the sun contains agueous vapour,
a8 Padre SBeochi surmises, or whether it was exemp: from the
same, as the French astronomer Janssen afirms. Tae latter
theory was found the true one. The bgnds of watery vapour
became invisible at 6,500 metres, and the ne of hydrogen wa+
intensely marked. The lines of the spectrum proved, more-
over, that the aqueous vapour ocontained in the air was almost
wholly in the lower strata. The balloon came down at Bar-sur-
Selune, after a voyage of two hours 40 minutes duration, or 57
miles an hour. Tiere were two layers of air passed through,
the lower oane relatively slow, and with a westerly direction, and
& velocity of 30 to 36 miles an hour, and the upper, above 2,000
metres, with a velocity of 66 miles an hour, and a north-west
direetion. :

PROFESSOR SCHLIEMANN'S excavations in the Hill of Hissarltk
aud among the ruins of Iifum Novam are full of interest, We
give several of his specimens in the present numbar. Uuder &
stratum of earth, sixteen metres thick, where the remains of
four superim posed cities are discersible, he discovered the ruins
of an anecient city, surrounded by walls, destroyed by fire, and
which he believes to be the Troy of Homer, The spectinens
are as follows t— .

1, 9, 11, 13, 16—Glazed earthenwara vases of diffurent sizes,
some bearing ornamental work seored on the fresh clay.

10, 12—Euarthenware va ies ornamented with rude simitituades of
faces and women’s breasts,

14—Glazed earthenware wine vessel ((Enocho) with long spout.

186—Drinking vessel of the same maitss All these utensis are
hand made.

17, 28— Acrticles in baked clay, use uukunown,

24—Flint saw. . )

25, 26—Rude figures iu stoue, .

27—Glased earthonware vessel with three necks,

2%, 32—Brass axe and spear-heads.

84 —Glaved earthenware vessel, radely ornamented.

84—Eurthenware vessel with oover,

35—Brass knife,

38, 40—Gold and electrum vessels.

41, 43, 46, 47—S8flver articles, use unknown.

48, 44, 45, 48—Gold and elsctrum vessels.

490-—Brass buckler,

50-—Brass vessel,

51, 54, 55, 57, 5S-—Gold sarrings,

53—Neocklace of gold pearls.

58—Gold neckliace and pendants.

56.—-Gold head ornament,

HOME AND. ABROAD.

THE DoMINION.—Tue New Turiff of Mr. Cartwright has been
remode'led. Parilament {8 expected to adjourn about the
20th inst.

THE UN1TEp KiINGDoM.--The Observer snuouncos Sir Robert
Peel will resign the position of Libural whip on account of ili
health, ~———aSteerage passengers are being carried from Liver-
pool to New York for fifteen dollars, The House of Com-
mons will take recess during the Whitsuntide holidays, adjouru-
ing on the 13th of May uatil the 1st of June,———The resu't of
the election in Stroud, Gloucestershire, has been annulled on
acecount of bribery, and a new election ordered. A grand
banquet was given at Portamouth to the soldiers of the Ashantes
expedition. The Daily News says the lock-out of farm la-
bourers will soon be submitted to arbitration for settlement.

8paIN.—Tue Government troops bave entered Bilbao. Gen.
Concha, with 20,000 men to attack the Carlists iu the rear,
gained the heights on the left bank of the river Nervion above
Sopuarta, The Carlist General, Andshana, was kilied {n one of
the engagements before Bilbao pravious to its recapture by 8er-
rano, A church fu San Pedro Abanto was neariy demolished
by the fire of the R :publicans, A body ef Carlists, 2,000
strong, is sald Lo h.ve been defeated in the Province of Tarra-
gona, by the Natioual troops.

UNITED STATR4.—-A Little Rock despatch says Brook Vs party
in the State-house have tbirty day+’ provisions, six tons of pow-
der, and large quantities of shot and shell. The Con-
férence at Liverpool of ocean-steamship owuers has been
dissolved, anil as tariffs will now be made on an Inde.
pendent basii a lively competition may be expected.
A terrible boller explosion cecurred at & mlil in 8havanguuk,
Pa., by which ten peop:e losy their liver. The boller, welghing
five tona, was thrown 600 feet, Very llttle further informa- .
tion has been received frum the inundated district in Loalsi (na,
exoept that the stock are huddled together throaghout the dis-
triot, and what are not starving are being killed by butfulo,~ ——
It is aid insurance in New York this year will be three to four
times that of lugL year, -

FRrANCE.~The Franco-American Postal Convention was sign-
od on the 20th by the French Government. Duke de Cazes
will submit it Lo the Assembly and request its immediate ocon-
sideration.

HOLLAND,.—General Bwieten, commander of the Datoh expe-~
tion to Acheen, and his staff have returned to Batavia,




