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"Poor fellow 1" I exclaimed. "He must have been crasy."
"Yes, he escaped from Dr. 's asylum about eight hours

ago. A telegram was received here describing hlm, and offi-
cers were waiting to search the train. The brakeman saw
him make the leap with you ln bis arme, and the train was
stopped. You were picked up, and have been here about half
an hour."

"How comes It that he was killed, while I got off so easy ?"
"He struck the ground first, and broke the violence of your

fall. You rebounded against a haystack, and were only bruised
a little."

" Oh, yes-I remember the haystack was there. Poor fellow i
He must have been shattered from head to foot."

" Yes. There are not many whole bones in his body"
It turned out that my crazy companion was a hopoless

lunatic. 1 learned bomething ot his history. Perpetual mo-
tion was his hobby, and for years he had been bent on carrying
out the scheme unfolded to me. He posuessed fine natural
abilities, and in early 'lfe had given promise of a brilliant
career. But the taint of insanity was in his blood, and took
the direction that bas been Indicated. His madneus was his
own destruction. As foi me, althouh it is not within the
bounds of possibility U6at I will ever again meet with even a
remotely similar adventure, I have over since made it a point
to scrutinizs critically the faces of travellers who tend to
sociability or communicativenes. Do you wonder at it?

SOME POINTS FOR WOULD-BE PRIME DONNE.
A corresponient of the Hartford Courant, writing from

Milan, says : "American girls who come over to pursue their
musical studies here after a little while find out a great many
things they would like to have known before leaving home.
In the face of all the disadvu.tages that present themselves,
they will be apt to ask how it happens that Milan has become
so popular with musical students, and how it la possible that
two or three bundred Americans are content to make it their
residence for a prolonged course of musical study. The tirst
and great reason la that this city has become the acknowledged
musical market of the world. Her position as an operatic
emporium ie as firmly settled as that of Paris as a leader of
fashions, or London as the monetary centre of the globe.
Impressarios from every land come here to engagt their com-
panies, sud musical critics from ail nations ait ln the boxes at
La Scala to pass judgment upon the new aspirants for operatic
honora A success at this magnIficent establishment la suffi.
cient for the whole operatie world, and an artist who passes
the ordeal need have no doubts about the future. It la a brilliant
prise to strive for, this winning of the honours at La Scala, but,
alas I few succeed to it. Oue or two of our countrywomen
succeed in gaining an appearance here during the season.
The others muet be content with debumt at the lesser theatres.
There are of course no end of bitter disappointments. Young
girls who come over here on limited means afind they hav.-
not enough to complete the lengthened course of study they
here find to be necossary. Many who ln America were told
they had the voices of Nilsson and Patti find here that they
have allowed themselves to be decelved by the enthusiastic
judgment of partial friends. Those who held excellent posi.
tions in American chùrch choirs, and gave unmixed pleasure
as amateur singera, And here. lth 'great majority of cases
they are not equal to the requirement of the operatic stage.
Indeed the most brilliant reputation as an amateur at home
signifies nothing here. I have heard of ladies who, as church
singers ln America, have earned $1,500 a year, besides a hand.
some sum extra ln concerts, making lamentable failures here
and returning home discouraged. Even the most experienced
impresaarii never trust theirjudgment of a voice they have only
heard in a parlour. When they have heard it ln the crowded
theatre, and witnessed its effect upon the people, then and not
till then wili they venture to give an opinion. If a person
does not intend studying for the opera It Is entirely unneces.
sary to come to Milan. I an informed by Americans here
who are entirely competent to judge, that general musical lu.
struction may be had in our larger cities fully equal to that
here, and that the only advantages of a residence ln Milan are
to learn to sing the text of au opera ln regard to accent and
expression just as an Italian singe it, and n case ofa succes-
ful dbut to be brought into contact with the operatic agents
here, through whom engagements are to be secured. I was
somewhat surprised to hear that theAmericans who learn
their Italian from a good teacher ln America have generally a
better pronounciation than thuoe who begin their study of the
language here. The Milanese dialect la said to be scarcely
Intelligible to one who Las learned the pure Italian, and the
pronounciation of those who are not well grounded in the
language before they come here la apt, from this cause, tu be
more or les injured. In generil, however the Americans are
said to be diligent students and succeed admirably ln master-
ing the difficulties of the language."

ODDITIES.

Lazy buabands are known out West as atove watchers.
Kentucky bas a paper ildevoted to the interests of its pro.

prietor."
A Chicago minister la affectionately advertiaed as being "out

of a job."
A New Yerk denîist gives a premnium chromo for every tooth

A Georgla editor vas bitten by s dog, " balng evidently mis.
taken fer a bone."

The. editor of lhe N4ew Berlin aue wants le trade his Mid-
land Railway stock for an oid setting bon.

A Maine man la out with a temperance lecture the taking
tiLle of which is, " How Goilati vas Kiiled vithi s Sllng."

In St. Louis every body ls conalderate, snd therefbo a daly
paper remarks : " Tve gentlemen and a lady left for the Peni-
lentlary last. week."

Indianapolis boat of a divinity student vho preaches lu
Engli, pra ln Armenian, sings lu Turkish, sud bolds his
longue ln elevon other languages.

A teacher asked au advauced school-giri vhy beor lu French
wras femninino. S replied that IL was probably owing to the
fact, that the boys llked IL se vell.

Inscription on a Lombotone ln Columbla, Tenu.: " Escaped
the bulleta cf the enomy to be assassinated by a covardiy pup-
a klinauband, an aff'ectienate father."

Ai exchnng" aks: "la there anything tha, manil cannoet do ?"

Te whioh Dr. Wood, of the Glasgow, Ky, Times, replies: "Yes,
sir; we have never known one suokle a baby."

Sixteen years ago Tom Kenyon went to Kansas City with a
cent, and the other day ho signed a check for sixteen thousand
dollars. He signed wlth another man's name, however.

A client remirked to his solIlitor: "You are writig out my
afBdavit on very rough paper, air." "Nover mind," wa. the re-
ply of the latter; "it hasb to be aled before it cernes into ourt."

Sally. looking down fromu the window *pon one of ber master's
customera, saId: "We have all ben oenverted, and whe yo
want whiskeyon Bundays, you muat corne lu at the back door."

An exchange sagely remarks, «iWhen they nd a man lu.
Washington who hasn't a plan of bis own for the solution of the
financial problem they drown him. No one bas been drowned
there yet.

A Detroit hotel-keeper writeshis own bil of flare, thereby
saving the ost of printing. It announces "iCofae, soupe, roste
bofe, fride ham, boyled and bakt potatys, fride coul puddl, asnd
mina pie."

The Chicago Tribune prints a poem la which the writer wishes
that she had a a heart full of sweet yearlings." How the perse-
onted author muat have y -arned to fumble among that compo-
sitor'a bair.

At an Aberdeen examination of some girls for the right of
confirmation, lu answer to the question, diWhat la the outward
and visible sigu and form lu baptismi?" One of them replied,
" The baby, air."

As one result of the panio several of the "sapper ton" have
toit l a duty to give up thoir powsa l fashionable churches, and
if things go on at this rate they fear they may bave to relinquish
their boxes at he opera.

If you want to ire to frouay the beart of the average Brook.
lynite, just whisper to him the base suggestion that ho may yet
make his boat that hi. home lal inthe Twenty-lfth Ward of
the City of New York.t-

The difference between having a tooth properly drawn by a
profeasionai surgeon, and having it knockd out miscellaneoualy
by a fait on the pavement, is only a alight distinction-one la
dental and the other accidental.

An old lad;, who bad insisted on her miniser's praying for
ratu, bad her cabbages cit up by a hall-storm, sud, on viewing
the wreck, remarked that she "never knew him to undertake
anything without overdoing the matter."

A Western exchange say.4: "The gift-chrono buiueqs has
reached its subliment altitude ln Washington C.,anty. An enter-
prising clergyman offers 'au elegant chromo' tu every person
who.shall not misa one of his sermons for a year."

One evening reeently, at a Paris café, a group of idiers were
discussing polities and people who chang-. their opinions.
"Well," said one, I've never cried 'Long live anybody 1'"
"Qute so," rem rked another; "but thon you're a doctor."

A correspondent atPortsmouth, describing the preparations ln
that town to welcome the troops from the G uld Coast, says that
a huge flag with the inscription, "6Welc ,m i Home," had been
hoisted over the police station. It was fortunately seen and re-
moved ln time.

A drunken Irishman was found by bis friendi the other niglit
lying ln the snow, with his heels upon the fence, warming bis
toes by the moonligiht. He was muttering, 64What a cowld ire
you bave got, Biddy darliu' I Have on some carrysane, or my
futs Witi frase."

Is It possible that the German sehoolmen nod sonetimes?
At Berlin the director of a great ladies' colloge la said to bave
given to his pupls-young girls fron fourteen to sixteen -s a
theme for styllstic composition, "4The advantages and lue mnve-
niences of the married atate."

A wretched cynic writes: "A bright littleo ve-year-old was
looking through a picture-book the other night, when she sud-
denly paused, gazed eagerly lbin ber mother's face, and, white
there shone in her eyes the light of a visdom beyond ber years,
said-[blamed if we havn't forgotten what sh sad}"

They bave extraordinary children ln Tennessee. Oue recently
died ln Memphis at the,tender age of two month; yet a local
paper tella its readers that ahe rose as a star, and beaned
lucently with meteoric respendency along the horizon of ber
parents. lighting their pathway with the sheen of hope."

A man in Haverbîli, N. B., whohad recently buried his wife,
on bearing of the sudden death of his nearesa neiglhbour's better
half, hastened over to hia house to console him. After he beheld
the lifeless romainse of the lady, ho remarked, 66Wal, we have
both lost our women, and aIl we ber gut to do I to nud two
more."

A Scottish regiment, more famons for Bghting than finency,
purchased a silver jug for the colonel, sud summoned him , to
recelve it. When aIl were assembled together, the spokesman
of the subscribers grasped tbe pieoe tofplate.," sd aid, "4Coi-
onel, there's the jug." "Eh!" said the colonel, " ithat the
jag?" Andthethingwadoue.

A universltydebating.olub ha deelded the followlugquestion:
" Was Lord Chatham a greater man tban Pitt ?" The speaker
on the adirmasUve mat down after having delivered the following
single but unanswaonble argument: " Mr. -President, I belleve
that, Chatham was the greater man; because, If Chatham ha-in't
been, how could Pitt have been t"

" How much better it would bave been to have sbakenî handa
and allow it was aIl a mistake," sa-i a Detroit ju-Ige. "iTien
the lion and the lamb would bave laii down tugetber, and white-
robed pesoe would have fanned you with ber wingsuand elevated
you with h r smiles of approbation. But no ; you went to claw-
Ing and biting sud rolling in the mnd, and hore you are. It's
live dollars apleoe."

Ž4Evza Too LATE TO Musrn.-The Rev. Newman Hall hav.
lug expalned the performance of some 'Madame Angot' munie
r. Ior to a religious service ln Surrey Chapul by stating that t.he
organist was a g mtLieman wh ioffred hi,- service-, and net, the
iquar orgaulst, sud taking occasion ai the" s me tite to stale
that be kneW notinug et auch " demoraiizing " entertainntt,
the editor ef lie London O,-ofastra observes :' " The Rev. Ne w-
man Hall should bluash te ovn himiself igunrag t fite ' Fille de
Madame Auget' musio; but il ls net Loo tate to repadr t.he ne.f.
c.. Bases run frequently to the Angel, and lbe Opera C ,mi.

que is oven neamer lie Surrey aide. Untlilh b au Inloctrinuatedl
himself la both performances let bhim not write nonsense
about 'doerahliing enralnments.' Tuiere la no more de.
raiilng lu 'Madame Angot ' thani lu lecturea on labor sud other
sucb biandishling themes."

Tve INsCRIPrioNs.-Theo Norherai Bonfer sayu Lhat a grave.
yard near Bauger bas a moenument vith th eioluig insîrip.
tions, the lirst verse of which vas writLen by lie vife before
lher death, and Lie second by Lie husband after hes had marr-ied
again :

" Weep net for me,. my dearest dear,
I am not dead, but sleeping bers;
Repent, my love, before yeu dle,
For yon musa, come sud sleep with I."

" I viii net veep, my dearest lite,
For I have geL anote vife;
I caunot come sud sleep with tiee,
For I must go sud sleep vith ah."

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.
We present te-day a group of the PoîT Ouc INvtuiRY now

going on l thbis oity. The Ohairman of the Commission la Hon-
oré Mercier, Esq., advocate of St. Hy*ointhe, and Member of Par-
liament for Rouville during the last session. His two colleagues
are J. Dewe, Esq., Chief P. O. Inspector, and W. G. Parmelee,
of the Eastern Townships. Mesura. E. F. King, Emery, and J.
T. Wright appeared as important witnesses. The fao-simlles of
handwriting displayed were produced ln the effort to discover
the author of the Pope-Macdonald letter robbery. We gave an
opinion editially lat week on the worth of the ovidence
elicited fronthis source.

Our lilusratiUons of the mliitary scenes around BILBAo derive
additional interest from the late sucoesues o the Republican
toroes at that point. Marchal Serrano has entered Bilbao, after
a long and arduous struggle. and the Carlists are preclpitately
retreating into the interlor of the Province of Blasy. What
the result of thse Important events may be it la difileult as yet
to foretoel.

Tue two river scenes on the eighth page are timely. Within
a few days there was plentiful Ic GLEANING on the wharves o
this city, and the advent of the FiasT SAILs on the opening of
navigation.

Tue BALLWON AsCNS9ON Of Mosrs. Croee, Spinelli, and Sive
ta the most remarkable on record, because It rose to 7,400 motres
the greatest altitude yet reached by aeronauts. The balloon
went up from Paris, amid a concourse of sientitc men, on the
22ud of March uit. Besides the umual instruments for scieutifle
observation the aeronauts, relying on the theorles of Mr. Bert,
were provided with two small balloons, one oontaining 40 per
cent.. oxygen and 60 per cent nitrogen, and the other 75 per
cent oxygen and 25 per cent. nitrogen. This vital fluid proved
of Indispensable use. As soon as it was Imblbed the body re-
oovered ils vigour, the mind became clear, and the eyeslght,
from being dim, was sharp and distinot. One of the ascension-
tats at a great altitude managed to eat with appetite by alter-
nutely taking mouthfuls of chloken and inspirations of oxygen.
The spectroscoplc observations were very important. The que-
tion was to ascertai whether the sun contains aqueous vapour,
as Padre Secchi surmises, or whether it vas exempt from the
same, as the French astronomer Janssen aflrms. Tue latter
theory was found the true one. The bhnds of watery va pour
became invisible at 6,500 metres, and the lino f hydrogen wa4
intensely marked. The lines o the spectrum proved, more-
over, that the aqueous vapour contained lu the air was almost
wholly lu the lower atrata. The balloon came down at Bar-sur-
Seine, atter a voyage of two hours 40 minutes duration, or 57
miles au hour. Tere were two layers of air passed through,
the lower one relatively slow, and wlth a westerly direction, and
a velooty of80 to 86 miles aun hour, and the upper, above 2,000
metres, with a velocity of 66 miles an hour, and a uorth-west
direction.

PacOassoe SCHLIEANN's excavatons in lathe HIll Of Hisarlik
and among the ruina of Ilium Novam are full of Interest. W.
give several of bis apecimens lIn the present number. Uuder a
stratum of eartb, sixteen metres thick, where the romains of
four superimposed cities are discernible, he discevered the ruins
of au anclent city, surrounded by wallu, destroyed by fire, and
which he believes to be the Troy of Homer. The specimens
are as follows:-
1, 9, 11, 13, 15-Glased earthenwara vases of different sises,

snome bearing ornamental work scored on the fresh clay.
10, 12-Earthenware va ses ornamented wth rude similitudes of

faes and women's breasts.
14-Glased earthenware wine vessel (Eiocho) with long »pout.
16-Drinkiug vessel of the sane mak4 Ail these utensus are

hand made.
17, 28-ArUoiles inbaked clay, use uakiown.
24-Flint saw.
25, 26-Rude figures lu atone.
27-Glased eart.ahnware vessel with three uecks.
28, 82-Bras axe and spear-heads.
8d-Glazed earthenware vesse, rudely ornamented.
84-Earthenware vessel with oover.
85-Brasa knife.
86, 40-Gold and electrum vessela.
41, 42, 46, 47-Silver articles, use unknow.
48, 44, 45, 48-Gold and electrum vessela.
49-Brasa buckler.
50-Brasa vessel.
51, 54, 55, 57, 58-.Gold earrings.
52-Necklace of gold pearl.
58-Gld necklace and pendant&.
66-.Gold bead ornament.

HOME AND. ABROAD.
Tac Doxiro.-Tae New Tariff of Mr. Cartwright has beeu

remode'led.- Parilament la expected to adjourn about the
20th lst.

Tus UNITE» KNGDou.-The Observer announces Sir Robert
Peel wili reigu the position of Libers whip on accont of Il
health.---.teerage passengers are being carried from Liver-
pool to New York for fteen dollars.--Te Houae of Com-
mons will take recess during the Whitsuntide holiday, adjournm-
ing on the 12th of May until theslat of June.--The resu't of
the election ln Stronud, Gloucestershire, has been annulledl on
accountt of bribery, and a new election ordered.-A grand
banquet was given at Portsmouth to the soldiers of the Ashanteu
expedition.-The Defly Nets says the lock-out of farm la-
bourera will soon be submtied to arbitration for settlement.

SPAI.-The Government troops bave entered Bilbao. Gen.
Concha, with 20,000 men to attack the Carlistal ithe rear,
gained the heights on the loft bank of the river Nerviou above
Sopurta. The Carliat General, Andihana, was killed ln one o
the engagementis boere Bilbao proviens te lits recaptune by Ber-
nano. A chnrch lu San Pedro Abante vas, nearly demolishedi
by Lbe lire of lie RL apublicans.----A body of CarlIsta, 2,000
strong, la said te h uve been defteated lunlias Province et Tarra-
gens,1 by Lb. Nationuai troops.

UNITnsD STATE.-A Little Rock despatch says Brook.'s paarty
la lbe State-house haro thirly day.' provisiona, six tous of pov-
don, sud large quantiles ef shot sud sbhel.--The Con-
férence at Lîverpool of ocea.n-steamshlp ovners hs bren
dissolved, andI as tariffs vili naow be malse on san lutde-
pendenat ba.ul- a Iiveiy competi.î.mn mnay be expectd.--
A terrible boler ekjplosiona occurrod at s mti.i in Shavangunk,
Ps., by whlca ten peopae lut their lives'. Tihe iier, veghaing
IlVe tesa, ws thlrowna 600 feet.-. .. Very lite further informa-
tion bas been received fruom the. inundated distrIct lu Leuaisi,a
excepL that the stock are buddled together tharodghout- the dis-
triot, sud vhat are nol starvlng ara being klled by butrao.--
il la aaid insurance in New York thii year viii be three te four
limes hat cf at year.

F5ANcU.-TheO Franco-Amerloan Postai Convention vas aigu-
id ou th 201h .by the Freuch GoverunmenL. Duke do Cases
vill submit il to thei Assembîy sud request ils imnmediate con-
aideration.

RoLLÂND.-General Svieten, commnanîder et the Dalch expe.
tleu te Aoeen, snd his staff have returned to Batavia.
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