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THE HARP.

suceessful exertions. If wo are true
patriots let us proceed to this practical
work at. onte.  Lel us no longer losc
time in trying to persuade others , who

are unmlhng to go ulong with T

we wait till all are convineed we shall
never begin, Let each man commence
with himself. It dedcient in learning
let him increzse his knowledge; it
irregular in his habits, let him bu,mnc
more steatdy and cnrc!ul in the future;
if intemperate, lot hia become sober; |
if wasteful and extravagant, let him
practice economy. No people ever be-
come great or prosperous withont the
virtue of self-denial.  JFor, what will
avuil the most laborious mdllstxy i it
merely sullice to keep us from day to day
—h\m"‘ from hand to mouth, as our
ountxg men idiomatically express it.
We, of the [rish race, have much to

learn, but, we have also much to
unlearn. That unyiclding tenacity which
clings to  absu:d customs  in spite

of’ convxcblun is” the worst species of
bigotry, fo¥, it is bused on the Jowest
form of sclfishness, that perseveres be:
cause ib wil’ notaclmmv]cmw error, and
suffers inconvenience rather than give
piin to selt-love..” There are some timid
_spirits who haye too little moral courage
to lead the way in a reformation of this
kind;
asll) 1n(lncn(,e.l i they see that others
are incariest. - Bxample is-contagious
for good as’ well as for evil; and ony
peop!e, whatever may be said of their
poverty in-otherregnrds, arerich in the
- weulth of good moral f'cchn«r Inphys-
L ieal and m(,ntll ondowmu\tq they wre
not inferior to’ any ; for intollectual
rivalry they arc supremely gifted.
Why, then, do' the  [rish - people—
at ‘home ‘and on' this : Continent—Ii¢
despairing while they onlrht to be.up
and active. Lt them onl) belicve they
can, do-something md then make the
atfcmpt to de it.

It ‘shall be our duty, hc“mﬂer to’

- point out sonme of the, modes_by which

©individuals may reduce their p.ﬂ,nolmn'

16 praclice—not. wasting cunergies” in
antiquated follies and ditfer cnu:s about
‘nothing—not in promotion of, or resist-
sance Lo those observances handed down
v from thoughtlcss sire toson;: bringing
woruin, . and: hate, Cand dezlth as Lhcll'

-and peoplc h.x\

but the immense mass will be:

' ,accompammenta, but m a genm] and.

v(.nez-ouw recognition of every . Irish-
man's right to wmslnp his God accord-
ing to-conscience, itud serve his country
without the distinction of parish or
county limitations.  Many, wo knaiv,
will sncer at all this as chimerieal.
But their number is small compared:
with those who will receive the advice

gladly and determine to tollow it, but

afterwards, influcnced by the excitement
or impulse of n moment, reinrn to their
.ll\O gods of l)wotly and exclusiveness,
,ab but shacken in their zeal and final-
l_y fall away in indifference.  This is to
be expected. Tt would be agninst our
experience of human nature were it
otherwixe. We cannot, in a day ora
year, remove the evils that have been
accumulating -for centuries: but we
should not, thercfore, ~say they aro
irremediable. - Our faults have sprung
out of our mi:fortuncs; they mie nob
such as Lo male us ashamed of ourselves
or our history. ~We may boast anoble
country and amnoble pcople—-tlns truth
is acknowledged by all. ~ That country
the sympathy’ of the
world in their favour, albeit the annual
cbullition in some quarters of unseemly
bile and billingsgate. Ircland’s degra-
dation cannot last much Ionwcx'—cuvmlf
ation will not sufter it—and the practical
patriotism we would again enforce i,
that it is importint above all thmgs
[rishmen should ~ have-the principal
hand in their own improvement.. ’

Better is adinner of herbs where love
is, than a stalled ox, and hatred therz-
with.

"o that hath no l'ulc over his own

Sme is like a city that is broken down,

'md wahouL walls,

C'm we esteem  that man pr 0<pct ous,
whio is raised to a situation which flat-
ters his passions; but.which corrupts his
principles, disorders-his tcmper" and

_hmlly oversets: his virtuo’ 1

Tow. many. have had reason:;to bo’
thankful, for being disappointed in. ‘de-
signy wlnch they carnestly pursiied, bhut
which if .sn(.cc»f‘ul]yn(,wmphshed th(,y

‘lmvc afterwards seen:. would lmve occu
sioned tlxcn- ruin l



