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cd under hie invocation of the mother of God, nlot to survive

cach other.

From this day, Renzo, whose imagination had reacbed its

height ofexaltation did not cease to press his mistress to quit

this life of tribulations to launch into eternal life where happiness

awaited them; Tonia resisted, alledging the duties she had te

fulfil towards her mother ; but her lover answered reasonably

enough that it vas precisely old Peppa iho was the first cause

of their misfortunc. At length the young girl had but one ob7

jection ta bring forward : she had many times heard it preached

that God had placed us in this world and that ie were fnot per.

mitted to leave it without his permission.

-- Well then let us consult the ivill of the holy mother of

God,
To tiis effect they carried a vax taper to the Madona vhich

they caused te be blessecl, and burned it before ber rcvered
image, while they were devotely praying. In a few minutes
the flame seemed about to be extinguished and the wick pre-
sented te view two luminous excrescences,red and gold,aclouble
crown ofmartyrdom, an evident manifestation of the divine vill,
as theso good people said. Tonia left the chapel confused
and t-embling, she had nothing more to say, she however obtain-
cd another short delay.

On Friday, ths 29th of December 1S.;, at six o'cloclc in the
evening, the young people were on the; plat-form ibere we
found old Peppa; they were saying their rosary. Renzo was
to aet first to encourage Tonia, and she vowed on the sacred

image of the Virgin to follow his example. The young girl

ivas much agitated, but the counitenance of er lover shone with
joy : Paradise was about to open to him, and bhe was going te
vait for ber he loved se well I Atfter commending his seul te
God and the Virgin, he rose courageously, gave his trembling
conpanion. one kiss, the last terrestial kiss....... darted forward,
and disappeared in the abyss. Tonia, at that moment could
not restrain a pierciug cry ; she felt her courage faint within
her. Twice she dared te look into the depth of that precipice,


