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‘ future time. They intend becoming Christians,
Ircsolvu hundreds of times, but opportunity after

—_— - !opportunity goes by, they aro still undecided.
INDECISION. | 'Fhey often think of their ainful state, of death,
I ! judgment, and otornity—of tho awful responsibility

« How long halt ye between two opinions.”—1 Kings
xviii. 21.

There are two great competiturs for the human
soul —the cternal God and’Satan.  And when the
soul is saved, as it passes through tho gates into
the great city of God, is there not heard from the
millions of saints and angels a shout like tho veice
of many waters, ‘‘ Victory ! through the bleed of
the Lamb.” On the other hand, when a soul is
condemned, does not Satan and his hosts exult, ery-
ing wo have another of the redeomed ones, anothor
that might have been o gom for his crown, whom
wo hate. Need I remind yon, gentle reader, that
every soul in tho universe will soon bo the property
of one or other of these claimants.

At tho groat controversy on Mount Cavmel there
was o Jargo class on the sido of Baal, a small elass on
the sido of Jehovah, a third cluss halting botween
tho two. A plan was proposed to decido who was the
rightful claimant. The altar was built, the sacrifico
placed upon it, the priests-of Baal gathered.  Lis-
ten to thew (v. 26) ; hear the taunts of Elijah,
st Cry aloud,” &e. (v, 27),  No fire came, Now
Elijoh orécts his altar, &c.  See.tho five ‘flashing
over-the sacrifice—all is consumed.  Listen-to the
shout, “ Tho Lord he isthe God ! the Lovrd ho =
tho God !

Now let us apply this ‘Seriptuie to the middle
class of the present day—tlie halters.  Scholars
tell us that the literal rendering of this vorse is,
¢ How Jong hop.ye about oni two boughs "—a me-
taphor {faken, donbtlessly, from =~ bird hopping
from bough to bough, not knowing on which. to
halance. ‘Tho people in Elijah’s day were balanced
between the worship of an idol and the worship- of
the God of hoaven. Multitudes.in our day are
balanced between the service of the living God und
the dead works of Satan. ‘Two contrary influences
seem acting on them ; zs though God and’heaven
and holy beings were pulling one-way, and: the
fiends and hell pulling the othér, and they halt
which to serve.

1. Some are hesitativg between infidelity and
Cliristianity. On tho one hand, thero are all the
arguments from prophecy, miracles, the effect it
has produced, the testimony of martyrs and of dy-
ing beds, the uniformity of Christian experionce,
with all the influenco of education and convictions
of conscience. On the other hand, there is the
force of difficultics which many acknowledge to
exist in the Bible, the iufluence of the pride of
heart, love of fancied independence, power of cor-
rupting passion, desire of indulgence in sin, love of
the-world, the force of the fact that multitudes of
the worldly great, the rich, the scientific, are un-
doritood to-have cast off Christianity, or to have
doubts about its truth ; and between these two
there are multitudés Hesitating ; théy are in-secret
dotibt whether Cliristianity be truo or false, and
whether to embrace tho one or the other.

2. 'Thérd js another class who halt whethor they
shall live 16 God' or live to themselvés. These are
convinced of their guilt, their exposre to the
wrath of Goti; they express no doubt of the truth
of Christionity, of tho importanco and even the
necessity: of religion, perhaps oven wept, prayed,
and desired religion. Many -of these have beon.
trained up in the Sunday-school, even in:pious fa-
milies: These know thiéy, ¢ must boborn. again ™
or perish; but they hesitate ; thero is some cher-
ished sin, féar.of shame, secrot-unwillingness to be
saved by tho'metey of God through.the- merits- of
Christ, absorption in worldly-affairs, love of youtli-
ful mistaken' pleasures and vanities, or-perhaps the
inflisoncé of Worldly companions—and. thay halt.

3 Thore-is.a third class who, halt whother to
give théir hearts to God now of defer-it to doint’

died for my sins.

of caring for their oternal welfare.  They know
that shortly their bodies will lio in the cold, cold
grave, and rvoturn to their native elomonts and
leave only dnst and aghes. The passers-by will
read their names on the tombstone, but when time
shall have crmmbled that monument into duat, and
their little lives are buried in the ocean of forgetful-
ness, when thousands of centuries havoe passed
away, will thoso bodies bear tho image of the Re-
deemer and bo rojoicing on through cternity, or
howling in outside darkness? Thoy know that
wealth, station, honor, must one day be consumed
with the lumber of creation, Lut religion would
make them grow brighter and brighter unto the
perfoct duy. 'They determine to make a profession
of religion, but—but—not juut now—soon at a
future time. Like Folix, thoy wait fur a more con-
venient senson.  They halt.

Oh! reader, if this description suits your cuse,
decide immediately.

1. Because the things are fow in number and
casily determined. Thoy are whether you will
worship God or Mammon? Whether you -will de-
pend on Jesus for salvation ot on your own ioral-
ity? Whether you will forsake your sins-or not?
Whother you will live to God or Fourselves?

2. Bocause it is yours to decido ‘to live in bond-
ago or bo tho freeman of the Lord.  You have the

capacity to chooso. Do you ask for proof. of this?,

Thero is a Bible ; it comes to you with threats, in-
vitations and promises. There is consciousncss.
This is the highest source of argument. You may
sct asido all. argument but cousciousncss is an
authority which no mun disputes.
before yon the objects-of choice and made for-yon
evory-pussible provision.

3. Becauso decision is the element of true great-
ness. ‘Thore is no power on carth equal to its
forco. 'The man of decision is daunted by no difii-
culties, he bids mountains depart from his path.

Circumstances ceaso their opposition. He niakes.

his own fortune, stops to his own place, and men
honor him. The great mechanic, the philosoplier,
the hero, the scholar, have reached the eminence
they occupy by the-power of decision. ¢¢ Oh, how
the ground will clear around an earnest man.”
~Then choose now. Say, Lord, I have broken
Thy law, L'am & condemned siuner, but Jesus hus
1 renounco them and take Jesus
as my Saviour—mny able, willing, presont Saviour.
I will oby and follow Him. Do you think if you
were to make this offer to God He would' rofuse
you? T. F. DwyeR.

« PHERE REMAINETH, THEREFORE,
A REST.

Rest! Alittle wordl, but full of blessed meaning
to carth’s weary workers; full of hlessed mcaning
to those bowed down beneath the accumulated
cares of- a lifetime; full of blessed meaning to the
Christian, young or-old, whether just eatering on

the narrow path or far advanced’ on the road that

leads to glory, honor, immortality, and eternnl life.
«They rest from their labors and their works do
follow them,” may be said of all those who bave
honéstly endéavored to serve God in thelr day and
geberation, and have crossed over thie dark yi'vcr to
join the ““silent majority” on the other-side.
«There is no rest for the wicked,” is an expres-
sion frequently-used in a half-jesting mauner. No

doubt it is true c¢uough, but sa far as this present’

life is concernéd, there, is little difference, in.this

respect, between the Wicked and the righteous..
Both have to endure sorrow, disappointment, and’

thio tiany Jlis that fesh is heir to. Both have to

God has placed:

tof1 and strugglo for the bréad that perisheth; and’

both have to falt at last before the seythe of the in-
exorable Reaper.  But here the parallel must end.
The wicked can have no well grounded hope of
rest hereafter.  For them is reserved no blessed
period of rest after life's close.  They have no claim
to a place in any one of the ‘ many mansions”
wWhich ““ My Father’s house ™ contains.  ‘T'he Scrip-
tures, full of promise of a Llessed hereafter for the
Christian, contain no promise of rest for hem.
Sadly and solemnly et it besaid, ** There is no rest
for the wicked.” TFor tho Christinn, on the other
hand, there “remaineth a rest.”  'There is no con-
jecture about it, no *“perhaps,” but it is a sure and
certaiu fact, founded upon the immutsble promise
of 11im who cannot lie. Christiau, rejoico in the
prospect that opens before you as with the eye of
faith you look beyond the present into the.myster-
ics of the fature.  In a little while you shall rest
from your labors. In a little while you shsll be-
hold the King in His glory. In a little while you
shall hear the heavenly harpers, and you shall join
their ever-new and tridmplant song, ** Worthy s
the Lamb that wasslnin to receive glory, and hon-
or, and Llessing.”

. W, il E.
St. John, February, 1884,

4 SERIOUS QUESTION.

“YWhat shall ‘T do then: with' Jesus which is -called
Christ?”~Matt, xxvii: 22,

This question.was asked by Pilate, the Roman-

.Governor of Judea, when.placed in a very respon-

siblo and trying-position. Ho was forced-into this.

-perplexing position by.virtue of his offica as. rulew:

of the Jows, and by their accusations against Jesns,

‘He perceived that it was through. envy that they
‘had delivered Jesus into his hands,

) He belioved
Himto be innacent. His wife also had sent a mes-
rage to him that. samo day, saying, ses that you
have nothing to do with-that .just person ; for I
havo snffered inuch this .day in-» dresm on His
account. ‘Thus his perplexity. wus intensified; while
the-Jews, wero clamoring to lave .Jesus crucifiod.
Pilate found himself in o hard placo that day. Ho
had something to do with Jesus ; and hs .could in
no way shift his responsibility. Ho.must cither
justify or condemn Jesua, The Jews would have
put Jesus to doath, and would.not have given the
Goverfor any trouble on. the subject if they had
dared-to do so. DBut they were at this time under
the Roman Gaovernment, and were not allowed to
put any man to death. They had arrested Jesus
and tried Bim before their. own judges, called the
Sanhedrim, and condemnned him  for blas-
phemy. But this complaint vzould be of no account
beforo & Gentilo ruler. So they must got up an
accusation which wonld accomplish their design.
The accusation is this: He says heisaking. This.
is high treason. They say to Pilate, if you lot this
man go you-are not.Cresar's friend. As much as
to say, you are.here to represent Cuwsar in the ad-
ministration of the government ; and here is » man
oppose& to Cesar, raising himself up in the winds
of the pecplo. Wo do not want any king but
Ciesar ; -but this man is opposed to- Cwesar.  Now
put this man out of the way, crucify Him, if you
are a friend to Cresar,  Pilate saw and felt that he
had got intoa hard place. And yet he wished to
rolense Jesus, for he belioved him innocent. He
says: You hnve o custom thata prisoner should be
roleased about the time of your passover. I will
rolcase Jesus, They say, releaso Barabbas. The
multitude had been persuaded by the chief priests
and elders, to ask that Barahbas should b released,
and that Jesus should be crucified. VWhen they
answered, release Barabbas; then Pilate asked,
“ hat shall I do with Jesuswhich is called Christ?”
Then all the-multitiide cried out: Crucify Him !
Crugfy Bim ! The Jewish people had chosen that.
Barabbas; a-murderef,.should be:let gofree; and
that Jesiss-the Saviour of life should be'. érucified.

......

Now Wo sce what & hard placé Pilate found himsell .



