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steer clear of our bonds and have as little
to do with them as possible. ‘T'he moneyed
uien of theold world are only too anxious
tu discover profitable fields for investment.
They have almost an inflnitec amount of
wuney that they are anxious to turn to
better account, and {t might be that the
result of the labors of the commission will
be an immense blessing. Neither the
government nor the petitioners ought to
b blamed for their action in this respect.
The latter, who have almost their all at
stake, have a right to satisfy themselves
that matters arc as they should be and to
tearn that there has been—as we all expect
to discover—far more smoke than fire,
while the former are only doing their duty
i acceding to the wishes of solargely and
deeply interested a body of petitioners.
It should Le forgotten by nuv one that the
right of petition is one which every British
subject holds in the highest estimation,
and he is bound to exercise it whenever he
deems it necessary.

U ANDVANCOUVERTRAMITAY.

The New Westminstar and Vancouver
Tramway Company has so far progressed
that they can run two small cars, cach
weating about twenty-two people, two trips
each way per diem. The line is fourteen
mites in length, and will, it is expected,
have rununing over it shortly four large
ears of a capacity of forty-five persons each
and three for city service of a capacity of
twenty-two, The large cars will give an
hourly service  These, together with com-
hined bagpage and passenger coaches, will
arrive in about ten days. To all appear-
anres, the line is well built and seems to be
well patronized. The people of New West-
minster, however, now that they have ob
tained $0 much and having contrasted
their own contract with the company and
that into which Vancouverentered,arein-
clined to think that they are not doing as
well as they might have domne. To the
company, New Westminstergranted a per-
peraal charter, amounting toa monopoly,
no viher company, without the consent of
the tramway company who hava thirty
days during which to pass upon any pro-
Jeet, being allowed to operate without
therr sanction, Indceed, it is doubtful, if
am where clse /0 great a concession would
have been made.

tin the other hand, the Vancouver
authoritics made the following concession:
Thar aity gave thecompany a twenty years
frimchise at the nominal rental of 81 per
Year for the first five years; at the expir-
atem of that time, they may charge one
rewr per head on the passenger traflic.
Fram this it may be inferred that if the
e rprisc does not pay cqual to anticipa-
tiwon, only the original sum of $1 will be
demanded.  On the part of the company,
they are to keep eighbt inches of road on
vari side of the rails in order. Thus, it
wut be seen that the Vaucouver people
have made a very good bargain with the
tzamway company, while New Westmin.
ster, in its commendable desire to sccure
ucw enterprises, may just have paid a
ti.ue too dear for its whistle. Time will

s,

* New Yonrk financial journal says
=y Villard will remain on the Pacific
rst for six weeks.

ALl

“HOW MUucCH WILL

This question ie¢ the one upon which
many of the business men ot this Province
appear to base their calculations of profit.
They never probably heard of the old
adage of “smuall profits and quick re-
turns,” or, if they ecver did, it is solong
s'nce that they have utterly forgotten it,
having concluded that the least amount of
trade they can do wi'a the utmost propor.
tion of proflt is what suits their Lill per-
feetly. And, in connection with this mat-
ter, it may not be out of place to say that
among those who stand as the chief ex-
ponents of this kind of thing are the man-
agers of the Canadian Pacific Railway en-
terprise, for which the Dominion and
every individual citizen has done so
much and has made so many sacrifices.
They * cinched ” Manitoba and the North-
western Provinces until the conclusion of

the monopoly which they held upon those
sections. They can no longer, with profit

I7r ST'AND™

« | to themselves, exact exorbitant rates for

carrying wheat and produce to the South
and East. There are other routes by
which they can be reached. But still they
have their hand on the threat of British
Columbia, and every hoof of Western
cattle or pourd of Onwario produce that
comes here has to pay exactly the propor-
tion of tribute that the C. P. R..magnates,
sitting in Mo. real, decree that it is able
to stand. There are some people who will

s remember the vigorous and persistent pro-

tests that the late Thomas Oliver was ac-
customed to make in the Dominion Par-
liament against the unfair manner in
which the Grand Trunk Railroad people
used to treat the local trade of some por-
tions of Ontario. His voice was heard for
years before anything was done, but even-
tually local charters and other significant
sigus convinced the railroad people that
the iron haud had better be relaxed, and
apparently, in so far as concerns this
Province, the work of teaching the C. P. R.
has been begun. Itis only a few wecks
since they lost the freightage on one of the
largest shipment of furs that has cver
been sent dircet from Victoria to Great
Britain. That consignment took the
route of the Northern Paciflc Railroad,
whose managers must have, it is under.
stood, made a very good thing out of the
transaction. The Northern Pacific and
the scalers and, indeed, those connected
with other native industries are prepared
to repeat the process, so soon as cccasion
offers.

In its earlicr days, the plea of the
Canadian Paciilc was that it was a native
enterprisc and should en that account have
special considerations. The special con-
siderations which it received on that ac-
count were legion; but, in the eyes of
business men, to-day, their claims have
vanished and the road must stand or fall
or its own merits. British Columbia can.
not wet its beef from the Northwest to ad
vantage because of the Canadian Pacific
Railroad (reight rates; and now the fish.
ery men complain of the company's hlind
avarice, which is killing the British Col-
umbia fresh fish trade with the East.

The Dominion Express Company are
nominally the offenders, but, like many
other offshoots, they are ncither more nor

\lcss than the Canadian Pacific under a
new name.  The trade in fresh fish fron:

British Columbia, in the East had grown
to some proportions, and bade fair to be
very much augmented; but tho express
charge adjusters, having concluded that
there ought to be more fn the busi
ness for the railway, have made
the express or freight rates such that
the British Columbia fishermen have
been forced to conclude that there is now
nothing in it, and, so, by the greed of the
soulless Canadian Pacific Railway, another
provincial industry bids fair to be para-
lyzed, altbough, at the present time,
crofters are to be brought out to augment
the number of workers engaged in that
line of business. In a word, theC. P. R,
demand more, it is said, than the ditfer.
ence between the cost of production and
the =ale price. It may be thatth Northern
Pacific mnay yet step to the front aud give
the required service. If they do, the fish.
ing interest will not forget them.

We notice, since the above was written,
that an apologist for the C. P. R. com-
menting upon some of the high freights
charged, says that ** these are bound to be
reduced just as soon as the trade grows to
such proportions as to make the C. P. R.
managementconsider it an object of special
attention.” Special attention, indeed! Is
it not the mission of business men to be at
least abreast of, if tliey have not enter-
prise and snap enough to be ahead of the
times? YWhen an ordinary individual goes
into business, is everything cyt and dried
and placed ready to his hsnd? Has ke
nothing to do but stretch out his hand and
snatch the business? He has to work for
and cultivate it, which the C. P. R. people
seem to have got far beyond doing. They
areabig monopoly in the particular line the
apolcgest ‘refers to, also in that of “which
we have been speaking, They arereadyto
do the trade; but are not ready to do
anything to build it up., Verily the
notions of progress, enterprise
and business snap held by some
of the C. P. R. supporters are in the words
Dominie Sampson “‘prodigions {”

Vicrorta Ure brigade is not the only
one that believes in using more than the
nccessary quantity of water required to
extinguish a fire. When Campbell &
Andcrson’s hardware and crockery store
at New Westminster was burned down,
the brigade of that city were not sparing
of water. Thc damage by fire amounted
only to $2,500. while the loss caused by wa-
ter was something like $10,500. How-
ever, the New Westminster people are in-
tent upon a change, aad with this end in
view they are makingarrangementsin the
direction of greater precaution against
fire.

INabrict article in the Monclary Times
recently, we notice that the population of
France is compared with that of England,
in which the statement is made that the
population of the latter Is 37,000,000 and
that. the former about 33,000,000. The
figures creditzd to Englaud are, approxi.
mately, those of the entire Inited King.
dom, according to the last ccnsus, the
exact figures being 37,040,2%3.  The popu-
Jation of England and Wales together is
29,001,018,



