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FIRE PROTECTION.

As will have been noticed, the Ilive Une
derwriters have resolved to inerease the
inscrance rates in Montreal, recent ex-
periences havimz demonstrated that the
existuge charge was not, in view of the
Josses  incurred, <uflicient.  Unless we
have a continuance of the luck fori is
Jittle else that we have had in the past,
ity be that we <shall be in a <imifar
position, We are therefore, glad to notice
that Chief Deasy and the Fire Wardens
have given the suhject <ome attention,
and have vesohed ta peport in favor of
reconnnending the o*rtainment of addi
tional appliances, the strengthening of the
force and the cestablishment of well
cquipped additional engine houses to meet
the requirements of the ontlying scctions
in Victorin West, the castern  district
above Cook Street and at James Bay. For
these purposes it is proposed to submit it
by-law to the people, who, it is to be
hoped will appreciate the necessities of
the situsttion, and vote in favor of the de-
parture. There are other tire departinent
recommendations, which have been so far
left.in abeyance, upon wlhich we should
like to see the councl take actiou. Fire
insurance at alow cost is a great desider
atum, but it can only be obtained by a
community doing its full share towards
lessening the risks of loss.

ISLAND ANDMAINL N

Those who upon the mainland desire to
stir up strife appexr, we rvegret to say, 1o
have for the time being got thar innings,
In come sense they have played a strong
game; but they failed tou score, possibly
bhecause they were afraid to zo far cnough.
Te may hicre be staced that it appears o be
only a faction of the population of the
greater hall of this province who are
anxious to get away from Vancouver Is
land. The reader of Reve Mr Maxwell's
manifesto wiil comark how  insigniticant
and unimportant. are the counts of his in
dictent, their ladk of point b-ingto a
certain enicat made op for by the viru
lence of his own individua! deliverances as
wellas those of Rev. Mr. Pedley. The
othier orators do not appeas to have been
ableto hold their own with the clerical
denuncintors, who would scem to have
Lieen by no wcans bachward ie making use
by signs, il not by verbal eapressions, of
thacourcive stock aguments the ficld for
whose eacrcise is generatly the pulpit.

What riglit, we should liketokuow, has
My, Maxwell—or any other man~if he be

.

correctly reported, to consign the premier,
his colleagues and supporters to the lower
regions ¢ ‘That kind of thing was to'er-
able on account of ignorance in what are
termed the dark ages; but its presentation
on a political platform nowadays deserves
to be visited far more heavily by the ehureh
courts than the departures of the men
upon whom the heresy hunters are accus-
tomed to pounce Lecause they  dase
to think. We have yet tolearn that the
wmaovement is of much more importance
than that atached to 1t by were agitators
and disappointed politicians,  Should it
take more detinite shape, 10 will then be
tune to discuss whatever issues may Le
drawn,

THE LABOR RURE:AL,

It is rumored that a certain commission
merchant is to receive, or has already re-
ceived, the chief position cruated under
the act to provide for a Board of Arhitra
tion and Burcau of Labor Statistics. If
this be the case, the parties principally
concerned, the local employers of libor
aud the workingnien themselves will he
mreatly disappointed. Irrespective of the
fact that the business which he was accus
tomed to carry un has been to a great ex
tent antagonistic to native industry aud
that probably the individual in question
otly contemplates going out of trade in
view of the changed conditions that have
been Lrought about under the National
Policy of protection, it is diflicult to see
whit qualification he can have for the po-
sition to which he appears to have suc.
cessfully asplred.  As amiddleman, what
can e know of the piveesses by which the
raw matenial has been developed into the
finished article, or of those litt!le misunder-
standings between capital and labor which
come in for ahnost dsuly adjustment in the
workshop, and which, if they do not re-
quire staesmanship to regulate, demand
tact and delicate maunipulation, so as o
avoud & controversy that with but little
provocstion might end in s strike?

We hive no doubt that the reported ip-
point e and what are considered to be the
most eligible applicants for the other posi
tions created by this particutar aet and by
several others of the statutes of last ses-
sion are in their way most excellent gentle-
men and have their oswn special elaims
upon those in authority over James Bay ;
but that is not all--the public whom they
serve and the juterests aflected have a
right to be considered. No oue will say
for @ moment that there are not many
merchants in Victorin and clsewhere in
the proviuce upon wpom both capital and
Iabor could relv not ouly to do justice to
them to the weasure of their ability and
actunted by a thorough dedire to ao that
which i3 right between man and maun.
But, in cases like the present, the desire
to do right cannot count for cverything,
For work like this, there must Le special
adaptability  specia! training - and, with
out thix, neither capital nor Iabor can have
reasonable faith in the outcome.

It hias been aaid that no man can serve
two masters: but, in a casc like the one
vefurred to, both have to be served by the
excrcise of common seuse and a thorough
determination not to swerve from that
which is right.  The head of the Board or

Arbitration and Statistics must not be a
lawyer, for instead of there being mani.
fested that narrowness which f(requently
finds its most successful development in
hair splitting, thore must Le a broadress
that can take in the subject not only in
its immensity, but grasp and appreciate
the Jittle point<s wnich to the one side are
as things of nothing, while, by the other,
they are regarded, if only ag straws, still
as something which when collected and
put together make a bundle of consider-
able weipght.  The cormissioner must not
be a middle man—~a nandler of the pro.
ducts of others—whose sole consideration
has beun whether or not the competition
or rather lack of it warrants hin in making
a twenty live or fifty cent commission or
profit as he might, perhaps, prefer to call
it. -

It is not a mere artizan or a manufac.
turer ouly whom the situation demands,
To perform their duties, the oflicers of the
departinent must be acquainted with the
entire situation - if they do notthoroughly
appreciate it.  The workingnen who con-
stitute »0 important an element in the
electurate claim that they must not be
made to take second place to the ideas of
the capitalist.  These should all be taken
together and their inerits  respectively
valued, the parties to the issue being
themselves placed upon a common footing,
the scales being equally balanced befors
the respective claims and arguments ase
placed on one or other side,

Tue Victoria aund Sidney Railway has
changed hands, and construction work
will be begun almost immediately, the
road, it is said, o be run in connection
with the . & N, Ry,

Arrer numerous delays in connection
with the enterprise which appeared for a
lonz time as if it were about to be snuffed
out by the Dominion aunthorities, the con-
tract hus been let for the much talked of
and much wauted Nelson and Forg
Sheppard Railway, which will afford an
inlet to aand an outlet from u most im.
portant scction of mining country. Mr.
Larsou, the coutiactor, built the Great
Northern, (Hm IHill's) railway in con.
nection with which it is the intention to
ran 1. The entire work is to be com-
pleted by October 1st. At least it is the
proamise of Mr. Corbin that trams will be
running into Nelson Ly that time.

Tne Behring Scea arbitrators continue
their sessions in Paris, and counsel for the
United States have delivered themselves
of long winded addresses of which the end
has not yet been reached.  We are much
surprised tosee that the Board has thrown
out the supplementary statements of
Great Britain which were prepared during
the visit of experts to the sealing grounds
last season.  ‘This, we presume, is because
the Americans, who also had their agents
out, have comparatively little to offer, the
British rejoinder destroying its  cntire
value. Somesort fa technicality raised
by the Americans caused the arbitrators
to rule out the statemernts. though we
notice that it will be possible to introduce
all or most of them in the argument swhen
the British counscl take the oor,




