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LABORERS TOGETHER WITH GOD

W are vowing Jailv sewing,
Counthoss seals of p oot and i,
Seattered on the foved fowianed,
Cast upon the windy hill
Feo 13 hat Arh ok b Wrown fariews,
Koft with Dicavelr's saatous pam
Hurda tha? Tt el the surtsce
Of the dry wayfefding plan

Sesds that 1) anud the atiiiness
Uf the onely aountsin gien

Seeds st ugt iner wided placon
Tro v andee (oot of 1aen

Freds by 1die hearts fopgotten,
Fiung of randoin on the air;

Seenty Ly tarthilud 2 wily remenibered,
S i tevd and love and praycr.

Sevds that lia unctaagod, aogal kened,
£afiless v the teaming mould |

Se. b thint hive and prow and foursh
Wien the snwer's hand fz eold,

By 8 whivper fow o blorsinge,
By a beeath we seattor stell |

In oar words and Invks and actions
Lo the seeds of deatl oe it

Thou who Knov.ost 1l our weahness,
Leave a8 pet 1o xow atone !

Bid Thino unre s guard the furrows
Where the prectons grain s ~own,
Tith the fiella cre vronnad with glory,
Frited with wans ripening wars

Filled with prutt of ufo cternal
Fromw the sced we sowed in {ears

Clirck the frowand thauglita and passion,
§tay the hasty, heediess fiand,

Test the germs of ain and sorrow
Mar wur fair and pleasant land.

Father, hlp cach weak endeavonr,
SMake cach faithful effort hlest,

Till Thine harvest shaif ho parnered,
And wo entor futn vest,
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Contribmtors & Emrespondents,

GOD'S HIDDEN ONES.

BY THE REV. WM, COUIIRANFE, M, A, BRANTFORD,
ONTAREO.

Tt is literaily as well as figuratively true,
that in many periods of the church’s history,
God's peaple have been hidden ones.  Dui
ing the fearful perseeutions of the first threr
centurics, the Iittle band of Christianx lived
from year to year in dark sepulehral cham.
bers scooped ont of the sulid rock. Apart
from the world of living men, nud undes the
busy streets of Rome, the Catacombs provid-
ed at ono and the rame time a hiding place
for the living and n resting place for the
dead. Here, by toveh light, they sang
hymns of praisc, and engaged ju the wost
solemn acts of worship. Iere generation
after generation of sufl wring saints were pre-
pared for the glorious rewards, awaiting
those who, thronzh m ich tribalation, cuter
into the kingdom. Dtring the period of the
dark nges rlso, when sgivitual darkuc~s and
mental” torpor overspread the wurld, the
Waldenses were simiharly hididen from their
eruel persecutors in the Alpino valleys,
And during the terrible bloodshed of the )
covenating period, the best of Secotland's
sons and doughters sought vefuge from a

brutal soldiery in dark ravines and under | and are contored to his nuage, and are
frowning procipices, where haman foot had |

nover trod. 'There the seunds of prayer and

praise wero often heard qmder cover of the )
night. There strong men wrestled with God

for tho dcliverance of their down-trodden !
country, and there upoun the lonely nweor, !
onen and agaiy, their warm blood dyoed the !
heather. Thore the-r hidden ones of God !
“with the stars sailing overbead as rilent |
witnesses of their de voliom and thelr wrongs”
and “the night winds sighing ronnil the !
mountain, or howling thromgh the rugged !
glen, walting the « he of their praise in eir- !
eling strains 1o Lewsan,” Tield communion !
with their God  nd o defiel the vage of !
man. !

The Pealm in which these words are found
speaks of tho Iwaeclites as*¢ wl's hidden
ones.” In many vespeets they were so.
Their whele history as a uation is marked
by instances of Gud's protection and unfail-
ing goodness. Thoe Psalm is supposed to
have been compnsed in the rvign of Johosa-
phat, when several of the Canaanitish na.
tions, not yet exterminated, conspired fur
the overthrow of the Jewish Commonswenlth.
It reminds God of his relation ¢o his coven
ant peaple and ealls npon him to vindicate
their canee in the dispersion of their ene-
mies. T« Ianriape indicates long silence
on the pmt of Jetovah : o holding backasit
wore, {rom interterig with tho desizns of
the erafty heathen,  « Hold not thy peace, |
and be notstiltO Ged.  Forlo thine enciuies
make a tmnuit! :ad they that hate thee
have lifted up the Head. They havo taken
crafly counsel against thy people, and con-
sulted against thy fedden nnes.” At
the samo fime the wnter never loses his |
confidence w the power and readiness of |

Jehovah to evrant the deliverance swght. |

and confornd the tronblers of lus servamts. |
Accordingly, eve the Psalm eloses he sooi |
to renlise the answer ta his proyer, when
they shall he scattcved like stubble befure
the wind, birned upas the flames consume
the forest, and afivighted with the tempest of
God's wrath. Then it shall be seen, says
the Prahmist, that Jehovah rmles the carth,
and will to the ntmnst defend hig **hidden
ones.”

We may eularge the original applieation i

of the term. nnd yeaard it as descriptive of
all God's spintual lsraclites, By so deing
wo shall arrive ut o conception of the bless-
edness of those who are Christ's * hidden
ones.” 'This i+ Imt vie of the many striking
terms of endearment applied in Sevipture to
the Church and penple of Geod, im!icating
how tenderly they are cared for, and how
highly they aro valued by their Redeemer.
They aro his peculiar people~his peculiar
froasuro—NLis jowels; they are precious—
kept—sct apart. Each of these terms de-
notes some speeinl nspeets of tho believers
charncter and condition as related to hig
Lord, while collectively they embrace all
ihat ho needs in his Christian experienco for
the perfection of his happiness and the
sdvancement of his spiritual and eternal

Among other irnths the words suggests
the following :—Believers are hidden from
o purposs of God. ¢ Whom
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Lo &id predestir .te, them ho also ealled; !
and whom he called, them ho also justified;
aud whom he justitied, them ho also glon. !
e Pho purpore of God 1n the case of
every botiover is his final salvation.  Wo ¢
need wpat ocenpy wpace in attempting to
prove o doctriue, thut bes on almost overy
page of the Now Testuwreent Soyiptures, and
speowaliy i the aposi-lo writings.  Fove-
Kuown, predestinated, ealled, ordained to
etoynal life—choson in him from the foun- |
dation of the worll,—sueh ave the terms
wood, inspenking of tlie sufety of God's peo- |
people,  Wa may quibble as woauay at such ;
olutements, and bring our poor venson te t
esphin them awny, in accordance with l
wther  thevivs—-false and uneeriptural—
though moro palatable to the human heart, |
but ** the foandatien of God standeth sure,
the Lord kpoweth  them that are his”
Eleetmg  love Do eternity  detennined
that through the nffering anddeath of Chnst
Ins sons and daaghtors should be brought
home to glory, ot beeause of nay farth or
holiness forescon m the creature, but ne- !
eording to tho good plensare of hiswill,
whereiti we nre acoopted iu thn Beloved.
Aud in order tr carry ont this eternal pur-
pose, God euterad Tito eovenant with his
}osals  —te son weelertaking to assne onr
{ature= to die, and by overcoming death
pgtonify she perfictings of the Gadhead aud
| et all deisinls against the sinner, and
! God the Lathior acedpling the sacrifiee and
i perteet rurhiteowsiuess of Chirist as payment
!in full ot all the debt mewred by his fallen,
{ but eleet people.  Such ave the teachiugs of
Serpture ony this puint, and thuy we aro
warranted in saymg that belieyers are “hid-
ilen ones -—~hidden from all oternity in the
nirpnse of God.  His love jurr them never
il a hegioning, and never can have an
'} end.  Long before aicrels sang creations
praises, or stars begewned the sky, or the
{ tand of promise spanns il the ficmament, dud
L (et vecord in the haok of life, the names of
! his children.  Herem: lies the safcty and
certainty of the belies s future. The euve-
nant of grace eannot be broken,  The pur-
pose of God cannot be annulled.  Tlhose
rays Christ, that the father hath hath given
tne, no man can pluck out of his hand.
Heaven and earth may pass away and geu-
erations come and go, but the ** hidden ones”
of God are cternally secureld in the posses-
sion of their envenant nghts.

Thue hidden in the purpese of God, be-
Tievers have by faith 1id hold on dlerual
lifo,  They have fled ¢ v vefuge to the hn{w
set before thet inthe sospel. Faitl s the
act of the soul, whereby ('\wiqt freenmes nll
in all to the awakoned smner, whereby he
aeems o hiding place in the eity of 1cfuge,
and ohtams possession of the purchased in-
hevitanee, It is spaken of m soripture nu-
der different fimures, Lat in every instance
oneness with Christ is implied. It isnot
the elinging of the tendrils arcund the sup-
port. or the clagping of tiv ivy to the ruin,
so muels as the vital wien of the tree and
the hranches, implying Ceattty of interest
and life.  Christ dweli. 1 the believer and
‘he 1-liever in Chet. Thoy are ouc as the
Father and Christ arevne.  Theirlife is hid
with Christ in God.  They live beeause He
lives. Al their spiritaal power and vitality
is derived from Christ, through the upera-
tiong of the spirif.  They had put o Christ

i

thus so elosily related and unitedd to him
that we can rearcely think of the one witli-
out remembering the vther,

Thi~ i+ the completion of the believer's
rede mption. the consnumation in hic actual
Usperivuee of what was purposed in eternity.
Lrought to see his wrotchedness out of
Churist, hie has songht and formd tene peaea
in believing.  He is no longer afraid of the
cundemning terms of the nw, for hia snrety
has et its demands. e ia no longor ter-
rified af the thought of guilt. for he stands
clothed in the rightronsness of Christ, e
isnu longer earcful to defend himaelf agningt
the accusations of God's boly lnw, for hn
has comnmitted kis ense to an all prevailing
Advucate and Intereessor. He o longer
fears death or the grave, for having died
with Christ, and risen te nownees of life, he
shiall cventually risa with Hin in the vesur.
rection of the just,  Thug, “hidden” in
Christ, he can triumphantly say, *-who
shall Iny anything to the charge of God's
eleet 7 Tt is God that justifieth,—who is he
that condemneth ? It ia Christ that died,
yen, rather that is risen.”  *'The Lord is
my lLight and wy salvation, whom shall T
fear? The Lord is the streugth of my life,
of wliow shatl T be afrail o~

Believers are also hidden during life from
the vhrervation and knoawledge of the world.
‘Thir arizes from a varviety of cnuses. The
large proportion of God's chosen ones are
poor and obsenre, so far as regards themwr
socinl porition,  Not many of the wise and
mighty and noble are called. God hath
choarn the ponr of this world, rich in faith,
t - b heira of the Kingdom. 1t secms to be
the will of heaven that the pearl of groat
price shonld most frequently be fonnd by
thise who are destitute of earthly riches: and
althongh their lahors m Clirist’s cause may
be alimdant, and their snerifices vast,
proportion to their means. their sctual ac-
complishments are unknown to the world.
It does not recognize the marks of true dis-
cipleship—it knows them not, just as it
knew not Christ. They are also hidden, be-
cause of their natural temperament and
disposition.  They prefer retivement, thoy
soek seclugion. Thoy have no relish for
what the world calls ¢ fashionable society.”
They instinetivisly sliink back frum the no-
tice and regard of men. The mountain
top and the valloy—the closrt uud the
farmly prayer-meeting, are their familiar
haunts, and not the more public assemblies
of their fellow men.  They are timid, diffi-
dent and reserved—sometimes beyond what
the cause of Christ demands, and what
their own growth in grace requires, but
othorwise they caunot be. Sensitive plants,
they close at tho approach of the rude ma-
terinl world, and thrive best in lonliness
and in the shade. They ave still further
hidden and unrecognized bocause of their
insignificant numbers compared with tho
mass of ungodly men. They are, and al
ways liave been, a little flock. In the days
preceding the floodNoak and his family alone
of ail the antedeluvian world, mainiained
the worship of the true God, and the prac.
tioe of piot{. Not even ten God-fearing
men could be found in Sodom; and in the

ebernity in
be did foreknow, hs alto to
be scnfirmed to the image of kis son; whem

days of the Saviour, how few there were
thet followed the dissiples, sud espoused

Hiscanso! It is oven so still,  Looking at
men n goneral, and taking acconut simply
of tho surfave of sovtety, lww little vital ve-
Figion scomd tu ovist,  One is almiuxt led to
despair, like Elyah, for the exintoncuof true
veligion, and the success of tho Gospol
agamat such fearful odds, But * hiddou
omes  there are, whose naines amd charao-
ter ave woll known to God,  Thelr number
will astonisl Gods own servauts in the
day of reckoning aud recompouse, s Not
only from Christian lands, aud from the
memborship of Chnstinn churehes shall the
oleet * hidden ones * be gatliered, but frumn
the weird, dark and benighted regions of
the globe, and the tar-ofl lands of the sea.

Finally, God's ¢luldren aro * hidden,”
while in the world, fromy the snove terrible
calmnities and judguonts that fall upon un-
godly men.  In many eases, it in true, that
believers sufler wreater trials than othor
men.  The wicked flonyvish, while the
Christian is lashed by the storms of adver-
sy, It is not by exemption from suffering
that God'a ¢ hi “len oanes ™ are known, but
rather hy the acenmulntion of their griofs
and sorvows, ¢ Wham the Lord loveth he
chastenoth, and reourgeth every son whom
s receiveth.” Rut sufierings in the case
of a good man are real blessings; while the
jwlgments that come upon the wicked are
the outponrings of God's anger.  From the
latter Go's pecple are wholly exempted.
In the night when the destroying angel
passed aver the lawd of Egypt, the houses
of the Isvaelites were spared,

The seal of the covenant, tho blood of the
Paschal lamb, marked the inmates as the
speeinl favourites of heaven,  And soit is
still, when God's seourges and plagues pass
aver the world. When the antedeluvian
world was destroyed by the flond. God put
Noa' in the ark and shut him in. When
the wicked Sodemnites would have dragged
Lot forth to certain death, the angels drew
him 11, and smotfe the men with blindness.
Wl v Phareah and the host of Egypt were
droaned inthe waters of the sea, the vast
artuy of the Israchtes passed through on
dry ground to the other side. Although
Providence is often nysterious, and God's
dispensatious are frequently inserutable to
cping and sinner, there are mnevertheless
striking differences which all men recoy-
nize, (enturies ago Solomon declared this
univerapl law of the divine governmont
when he said, ** [ know that it shall be woll
with them that foar God, but it shall uot be
well with the wicked, neither shall he pro-
lony his days which are as o shadow,” and
the longoer westndy the philosophy o1 Prov-
idence, the more are we convineed of the
impartiality and rectitude of God's dealings
with his ereatures,

.

God's word deefares this righteous prinei-
ple, and the Christian’s espevieuca eanfirms
it: * In the titne of trouble he shall hide me;
he sholl set me vpovr a rock. Thou shalt
hide them in the reeret of thy presence from
the pride of man: thon shalt keep them se-
eretly in p pavilion frons the strifo of tongnes.
Cenie, tuy people. enter thou into thy cham-
bers nnd shut thy deors about thee. Hide
thyself, as it werr, for a little moment, un-
til 11 indignation he overpast.,”  The entire
ninety-firat Psalin is of similax import, sett-
ing firth the immunity of God'a children
from the more fatal and alartning evils that
belong to the present life.  We are told by
# living lnstonan that during the great fire
which nearly destroyed Kowmsberg, in the
vear 1764, & Pastor of that city, ninety years
old. tagt his churelt, his house, lus valtable
libvary, and all his worldly goods, Ono of
his mrandsons reseued him from the flames,
earrving him on his shoulders. When aak-
ed afterwards hy o village pastor who visit-
ed him, to tell to him the result of his loug
and vaned oxperience, he replied: 1 have
just been meditating nn the 91st Psalm, I
have experienced that overy statement it
containg ia trme s every promuse  sure,
lived m times of pestilence, T dwelt in the
seeret placa of the Mast High, and abodo
nuder the shadow of the Almighty. Ihave
lived in times of war and bloodshea, ho cov-
ered me with his feathers, his faithfulness
was my shield and buckler. I wasin dan-
ger by fire, he gave his angels charge over
me, to hear moe up in their hands. o has
honoured me and satisfied me with long
life. There remains now only one promise
unfulfilled, and for thir I am now waiting:
“T willshow him my salvation,”

Relievers thus “hidden™ are the rocipi-
cnts of special blessings.  The joy of the
Lord is their strength. God's own hand
supplies themt with every needed comfort,
maro mysteriously at times than the ravens
provided for the Prophet'’a wants. They
hare drink todrink, of which other men
know nothimg. Thoy eat hLidden manna.
They pussess o name which no man know-
oth save lie that veceiveth it. They enjuy
a peaee of mind amid all their vutward
trirls, They glory in tribulation. Dying
they live ; chastised, they arc not destroyed;
sorrowful, thoy are always rejuicing ; pour,
they make many rich; having nothing, they
possess all things.

If we are of the number of God's hidden
ane - the fact caunot long  vemain hidden
frean onrselves.  The seeret of life i3 ines-
plicahle, Imt the manifestations of life ave
Enfcnt to tho eye. Tho spiritual iife of the

cliever is unsoen—hidden with Christ in
God, hut the evidence of its existenco mny
ba seen,  If the hoart and langs play therwr
bart, there will alwavs be found niore or
0gs netivily in  tho nerves and muscles, in
the featnres of the countenance and the
movements of the body. So, if wo are
children of God; our feelings, aims and as-
virationg will all bo towards the unnseen.
We <hall drily long for the appenarance of
the Savionr, whoso arma now  encircle us,
and whose presence wili be the full fruition
of our joy.

CHILDREN.

Tho smallest aro nearest to God, as the
smallest planets are nearestthe sun. Were
I only for a time alinighty and powerfal, I
would ereate  little world eapecially for my-
self, and snspend it under the mildest sun,
a world whers I would bhave nothing bat
lovely little children, and thess little ¢ iﬁ'
1 wonld never suffer to grow up, Lat only

‘t:; %h.y. ::;m% Is » seraph were worth;

or den pinion droo
;:.ould send him b‘gwoli girnl awhile ;ﬁ'd,;,,
PPy

infant world, and no angel 80 longs.
he saw fhelr ixncssnee, eould lose his owas
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A REDEEMED SINNEB.

-

T had vathor, ag n forgiven ohild, with al
thoe prospeots of the fature opened up noto
me, wear the evown purcltased by tho re-
deeming Jove of Christ, than that which is
worn by the unfallen angels, veeauso tho
blessings of & Divino atonement, through a
Divine wearuation pevured tu the seul in
harmony with the conditivuy of the Goupol,
raveals the charactor of God ina way im-
]wsaible to he made kuown to those who
1nd complied with all that the Jaw demands;
and thus places tho einner, penitent and
forgiven, upon a platform of experienco and
personal relationship to God, of o nature so
peculiar and go cxtraondinary as to throw
all othor stars, glittering never so brightly
in the heavenly firmament, mto compara-
tive obrenrity, cobtrasted with tho ¢xeep-
twnal brillianey of that state which involves
the strange anvmaly of justico and morey
together, the law sustained aud the sinner
saved.=-fiev. Phellips Brooks,

THE INQUISITION.

Puinir I1 longed to celehirate an “act of
faith "~ by the Luning of a heretie, in the
cities vt Amwsterdam  and London, and his
denioniac passion came near being gratified,
More than onee the couragenus Llizalieth
barely oscaped  assassination, and had she
fatlen, the Catholic Mary, of Scotland, pro-
bably, woulit have nscended the vacant
throne.

Bu¢ England and Hollaud aroused them-
selves in desperate registauce to the further
encroacliments of the Holy Inquisition.
"The puritans incited their queen, by almost
saperhhuman effort, to stand at the front of
the Reformation, and a war with Spain, in
its enfeeblod condition, was little to be
dreaded.

The phlegmatic Hollanders suddenly
arose to grand enthusiasm for the defent of
their foes. Tho horrors of the Secret I'ri-
bunal awoke within them the sentiment,
* Liberty or death.”  The laboring classes
and the master minds united, and, amid
tho terrors of combat, the gloomy wastes of
Iolland beeame as a light ~ set upen a hill,
beeauso its people had compelled tho re-
treat of the successors of Domninic.

Driven back to  their native haunts, the
inquisitors exercised, if possible, & wmore
savage cruelty than before throughout
Italy and Spam.  In the seventeenth cen-
tury, each incoming Spanish sovereign
celebrated his accession to the throne by
an anto-da-fe. The chivariry and the no-
bility, fair women aud learned men, lnoked
on while the horrid scene was being enact.
ed, and smiled with composure as some
miserable vietim of the I{nly Inquisition
yielded up bis spirit, and tannts and the
cruel torture of the flames. To commemor-
ate these horrible transactions, a book was
prepared and recommended {o be faithfuli
persued, giving minute details of the dread-
ful scenes from beginning to end.

In the beginning of the cighteenth con-
tury, the vigor of the Inquisition began to
decline. Men whoso tongues would no
longer bosilenced by fear of its punishinents,
denounced the Seeret Tribunal unsparingly,
until it came to be regarded, by the onee
npl)lnuding throngs of Valladolid and Se-
ville, as the porsonation of horror and
crime, and tiberal-minded priests mourned
over the decds that covered their Church
with deepest shame.

Until 1808, the terrors of the Inqguisition
cast their awful shadows over the dwellers
of the lmperial City. Nou footsteps but
those of the priests and their victims eross-
ed the threslhold of the Palace of the In-
quisition.  Silently the ill-fated captive
fangunished in torture of budy and mind
moroe termble than death; silently be dis.
appeared fromithe face of hune and friends,
and no one knew or dared inguire into the
mystery of his 1melancholy fate.  Irom
within those gloomy walls the despairing
cry of tho vietims of 1nan’s rage and iguor.
nnce aroso only to the car of the Gud who
seeth in secret, but who will reward openly.
~—Ladies’ Repository for Uctober.
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TEACH LOVINGLY.

The man who never smiles has no divine
call to the Sunday-school ministry. ‘lhe
half-hour on the Lord's day is not the only
time we teach. A kind word, a loving look,
a shake of the hand teaches.  Nover pass
your scholar without. Don't eall Jim Peter,
when every body ealls him Jim. Ask
names, and use them. Seek out homes,
and visit them.  Learn ages, companions'
names, as well as those of the parents, If
you arc interested in  your scholars, the
will be in you. If you treat them well,
thoy will you. Your mauifest love will
nuakeo them study at home, bring them oar-
Iy to school, and keep them in vrder while
t{wro. A louk from you will often be Letter
than distnissal, If you are not well, they
will be attentive out of sympathy. If the
questions are hard they will listen to the
cxplanations out of respect. If you are
absent, little hands will puil the dour-bell
on Monday., Thus before you commence
the lesson, their hearts avo in  your hands.
They havegiven you what the Master wants,
and you a8 big_servant can casily divect
them tohim, Boin earnest; love nlways
is. Aim at their hearts; love always does.
Bo personal, because you love each one
personally.  Speak in teuder tones.  You
may findo tear on your hand. Good!
That mirrors your love, aud 1s niore conv-
incing than language. 'The child who sees
that will eny in  her heart, * My teacher
loves mo.”  Teach lovingly, and when the
boll rings more hearts than yours will bo
sorry to heap it.—Christlan at Work.,

THE WARNING KNOOK.

Not long ago,alady guest came down to
the breakfast table, andin the course of
eonversation remarked ina very casual
manuer.

. “T was knocked up over early this morn-
ng-ll

“How's that ?"

“I waked about daylight, and was
thinking over tho plans of the day, when
stch a erashing noise was heard at the head.
bosrd of the bad, I thought i 1

waL A
M;hmhmtlmmhhf"&

next on the tloor:
thero,"

* Why, Miss Kate, you don't think it was
a warning for you ?*

“Oh! no, indeed s but sometiving » going
to Liappon,” ”

And something did happen © for that very
night the sun st aver the Jersey sand afs
one minnte Jates than st did the dzy befora
and what’s more, the moon did not maka
ita appearance at the sume momeut nevt
dny.

I afow days atier tho execllont Iady
siokoned ; and after w baae! intorval further,
I stood by her graso i Uroviwood, under
tho exceedingly impresive oflices of the
Episcopal Chmreh,

The intelligont reader will sen in this p
mere coincidence, Cracks and noises in
wuoden furuiture ave a frequent result from
ineessant shrinkage aud oxpatston § it is this
which often mnkes the thundor of the ava
Innche, the icchorg, nnl the land shide;
bureaus, bedsteads, and tables are linble to
these changing cowlitions from  heat to
cold, from diyness to moistura, and tho re.
vorse, Bnch ncenrvences have o very de-
pressing influcnee o some minds, and in
feoble conditiona of the by may be the
pivot of lite and dealh, of vecrvery or the
grave ; awd it is well that the veader ghould
hov e a vatiomal view of suob things while in
health, ecpecially as the weakening influetica
impairs  the reasoning powers.—Hall's
Jowrnal of Health.

but theve wae nnthing

MINISTERIAL DISCIPLINE IN
WALLES.

Tho Christian Union gives the following
interesting acevnnt of the plan of Welsh Con-
gregaticnalists to whtain and train young men
for the ministry :—

“The churches and pastors in Waeles ac-
complish the task somewhat aftor this
fashion: The platform of the Sabbath-school
and the Socioty, especially thelatter, affords
ample seape for  preliminary  exercises.
When a preachung gift unfolds itself, the
pastors consults the deacne and othr
members of the Church on the matter, I
all are of the same opinion, the pastor visits
the young man with a view to aseertain if
he has felt any desire to enter the ministry.
Should this be the ease, the matter s
brought before the Chureli, and a tria) is
given. The yunung man ie vequested to
preach before the church at their Sncioty
meetings n fuw times.  After two or three
sermoug, the Chureh delibv-rate frther on
the subjeet, and by vote he is cither enconr-
aged to preach, and his nmne placed on the
list of lay preachers, or ntherwise he is
advised to ncenpy some other part of the
great vineyard to work for the Mastor,

¢« After one reccives the sanetion of his
Chureh, he will preach in the surrounding
villages, wherever he may he asked to da so.
In the meantime he stadies, ither under
hig pastor or some other winister who re-
ceives young men tu prepare them for a
collegiate edueation,  Afted due preparation,
he is recotnmended by his Churelt and pas-
tor, and the ministers of the eounty assu.
ciation, to the callege commitrer, where e
is exqunined and received i three menths'
probation, and, if successful, he is admitted
to tho full course of fuour or five yerrs, m
the enllege fruda. providing himaelf with
very few books, elothes, and a lithe money, —
yes, very Bitle money indeed m many in.
stunces, The denoaination has threo eol.
leges in Wales, nam-ly, Breeon, Camarthen,
and Bala.  Theso instiintiona avesupported
by the velontary contribmtions o} the
churches, The students, dnring vaeation,
make a preaching-tonr among the churches,
colleeting subseriptiona as they g0, On
these journeys, t‘wy preveh some  sever
times & week for the spaec of six woeke or
two months,  Thix i3 ard work, but an
offlcient discipline, The laat vear of the
curriculum is devoted mainly to preaching
theology and cscgesis, Then comes the
eall from & church, and that wan is vo no-
vice, and nodry stick, but atrained preacher.
Now he must scttle dowu to make sennons
and preach them. No votes are allowedon
the Bible, no read serwons, When the
Welsh people find o nan realing his ser-
1aoms, they consider that hic is a great deal
more careful tu keep his ¢ ye on the begin-
ning of the noxt line than he is to impress
his andience with the importance of the
truths  hie preaches.  Iixtemporaneous
preaching is the order in Wales, It isa
well-known fact that the Welsh preacher
has always & good dead of the speaking
power. ‘The Wolsh anoutly is madeto speak,
and the Welsh language, with its ok, bl
and -, will stretch that month in every
direction.”

—_—————
TFST QUESTIONS,

What are the test questions whichk every
one shonld put to hislowu conseience search
ingly hefore he makes a public vow or con-
sceration to the Lord ?  Wewould guggest
the following six questions to be proposed
to one's own conscience.  Let this be doae
again aud agnain  with fervent prayer for
Divine guidanee.

Do I hate ain heartily, and fight againet
it daily ?

Do I distrust self, and watch my owu
heari closely ?

Do I trust Jesus, and Jesus only ?

Do 1 love souls, and lahor to win themto
Christ faithfully ?

Do I live as I pray, or du T only pray a8
1live ?

Do I care more to please God than o
pleaso every other being in tho universe?

When men or women ‘can honestly say
Yes to theso searching questions, they may
vonture to make open confession of their
faith in Christ. Until you givo this answer
in all gincerity, do not ask to be admittedto
Chirist's visible Chuveh.—T. L. Gayler.

Gerald Massoy, the poot, has & rather
uncomfortable sort of wife, who has n trick
of secing more than meets the mortn'l oye
Ono morning on wakiug up at seven o'clock
ahe informed her husband that his mother
was dead,  On being questioned as to ho¥
she knew she said that sho had seen tht
bisck-edged letter fmt uudor the be«?roon}
door. At eight o'clock Mr. Massoy himse!
saw the leter containing the sad annowd’
cement put under the door.




