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PSALMODY UNDLR THE NEW
TESTAMEN{ DISPENSATION.,

—

BY REV. JOHN DUNBAR, DUNBARION.

No. I[—(Continued.)
At what tima a metrioal version of the

& TPialms, in tha language of the conntry ap-

W& poared in Sootland, cannot now with cer.

tainty be determincd; but az they were
introducod iuto England with the Reform-
ation, 8o it mny be that then, if not befove,
they appeared aleo ir Scotland. Ii wounld
sosm, that At least portions of them were
there xuown in a vursifiod form even at ar.
earlier period, and it is hold as cortain that
prior to 1640 a number of tho psalms was
iranslated into metre and in use, George
‘Wishart singing at least one of themon the
night on which he was approhended. In
Beotland as well ag elsswhere it would ap.
pear that the first publication of the matri-
oal pealms preceded the publication of
any other poxtion of the Seriptures. In 1631
there apposred a new version of the paaima
said to have been composed by King Jawes
L, and Oharles among his other ill.judged
} innovations insisted on this version being
used irstead of the old one, but in this he
was unsacosesful. Of the numerous schol.
N ars that devoted themeelves more or less
to this work, Zachary Boyd, one of the most

B lonrned of the old Sootiish divines, excel-

B lod them all, at least in the extent of his
It is said that he t{urned into
motrioal verss the whole Bible, but while
this may be questioned, yet, it appears that
he not only turnsd into verse the four
B evangeliste, but oast into dramatio form
| weveral of the niost siriking inoidents of the
Bible. In his life-time there appearad,
from his hand, threa editions of the psalms
k in metre, the first and second of these are
now rarely to be met with, the third is not
-0 rave ; of this edition hu sent a copy to
svéry preabytery in the ohureh, requesting
R 10 know their opinion of it at the following
General Assembly. The expressed opinion
of that body was sush that his version was
neither adopted nor recommended. Itmay
soem somewhat strange that the version of
pealms, now, and g0 long in nse, and which
| sssmas to be exclusively Soottich and Pres-
byterian in their use, should have besn
nearly sliogether from the penn either of 8
Bootshman nor a clergyman, but from a
aative of the south of England, a member
of Orcmwell's Council, as well as of the
Long Parliament, oalled Franois Rouse,
Belng of & poetioal turn, ho like many
others of his day exercised his ialents in
venifying the psalme. His version was
recommended by the ruling powers of the
day to the Westminster Assombly as being
superior to the more ancient version of
Sternhold and Hopkins, The Assembly
oarefully examired it, and after somewhat
altering and amending it they veturned it to
patliament with the expressed opinion that
it would be both useful and profitable to
the churoh if permitted to be sung in public
worship. In their alterations the wisdom
and taste of the Westminster Divines are
sten in their retaining Hopkin's grand
version of the o. Pealtn, perhaps the finest
in the whole collection. The oxxiv. is also
nearly his, and with the exception of the
viil,, which is not generally believed to be
Rouse's, all the others are supposed to be
versified by him. This version was pub-
lished in 1645 by the authority of both
houses of parliament, and recommended for
general use. In England it was cnly very
partially adopted, but in Scotland it met
with very general acoeptanocs, and the title
pages of our psala books tells us that this
version is * allowed by the General As-
senbly of the Kirk of Seotland to be more
plain, smooth and agreeable to the text
. than any heretofors,” aud by their anth-
ority it was * appoinied to be sung in con-
grogations and families.”” Allhough the
rendering of this version, may, in certain
passages, appear at fivet sight, somewhat
rough snd uncouth, yet taken as & whole it
is really fine, exhibiling a robust anda
rugged grandeur, elevating, animating und

" ennobling, ever blended with the most
sicaple, tonder and lofty wnblimity, sad wp-
proaching mors uearly thau any other, not

; simply in the lstter, but specially in the
spirit to the unapproashable grandeur and
soul atirring power of the Hebrew original,
Bome years afterwards one of the most
roadable ofall the older versions appeared
iﬁom the pen of the oelebrated George
Tandys, much more elegant ihan Stern.
hold's or Rouse's, and set 1o beantiful and
appropriate muwrie in two parts by one
Honry Lawes, the friend of Milton; by the
maeieesbeing semewhat compliosted and
unusgsl they never beoame popular, AfNer
$his & fsaling besamne iaore and more preva-
Jeaiin_Boefisnd ihat the. coamon version
of tht goatmne should be impeoved, and in
semesquanes the General Ausiimdly, sunn-
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aily, fur somae yenrs, appointud a committeo

to revise ir, bat their labours nav~ secn

fo bave terminaled in any satisfactory re

sult. Ultiaately at the snggestion of Sir
Walter Soott it waa agroed by the Assombly
that no farther atlerzpt at alteration should

be made, Lir Walter, who was no moan
jndge in such mattors, sonsiderod the vor.
sion, with allits res! and supposad harsh-

ness, yet so benutifal that any alterations
would evontually prove just as many blem-

ishes. Irrespective of such opinicns, how-
over, ons, the Rev. James Maxwoll, offered

a now vorsion to tho Ohnroh of Seotland in
whioh, as a strange aud unwerrantable
pooaliarity ho suppressed all those phrases
that reforred to instrumental mnsis, but
this expedient did no% seoure for it the
popular favour, Sinco his time several
other attempts have boen made to modify
and impreve the version. 'The lust attempt
made on tho other side of the Atlaniie up.
wards of half a contary ago was not so
muoh intended to snporsede the exisling
version, as under the title of ‘¢ additional
psalmody ™ to iatroduce metrical para.
phrasos of gome of the psalmsin style more
conformable to the taste and skill of the
age, and in view of this, several eminent
poets were aeked to contribute to the work,
In due course their combined Iabours were
printed, and inepected by presbyteries, but
they never oame fo any account, and from
that day to this the whole snbjeot has there
been permittad to slumbex, and although
of late the ohurches have awakened up to a
wide-spread and keenly felt sense of the
nature and imporiance of the mervice of
sacred song in the sanotuary, yet the
anxiety and the effort have not been mani.
fested in connection with the existing ver-
sionr; but rather in the selecting and assooi-
ating therewith a number of * hymn_s and
spiritual songs,” and thus in the servico of
the sanotuary completing and employing
the apostolie triad of * psalms and hymns
and spiritnal songs.” Quite receantly, one
gection of ihe American Presbyterian
Church prepared and published a new
metrioal version of the psals, bué asI
have not seen it I oan eay nothing regard-
ing it, but from the exceedingly little
notioe that has besn iaken _of it by the
poriodioals of the &yr'may'«it inferred the
populsr eatimate in which it is held. Our
present vorsion then, with all ite cccasional
defeots ias not yet, and is notlikely soon
to be replaced with & better. This has been
the opinion of many compeient judges,
smong whom, as already mentioned is Sir
‘Walter Scott. To these may be added that
of Allan Cuningham, who sags that ¢ the
want of olegsnoe which I have heard com.
plained of, is but a poor reason for throw-
ing into oblivion a vast body of verse, which
abounds with such eimplicity of language,
such sincerity of expression, snd wears such
an old world air, as no living bards with
all their harmony and polish oan equal.”
One who was well fitfed {o judge says of
Scotland, and we may warrantably extend
his remarks to Presbyterians generally ; he
says that * while the church in that country
has possessed ever since the Reformation &
version of the psalms, equal to any other
body,of Christians, and adapted to it too, a

it is an indisputable facs that in no country
in Christendom has this delightful and im-
portant part of worship been performed in
o slovenly a manner or been allowed to
fall intoso lew and discreditable a state as
in Sootland.” This however, while un-
fortunately a too true pioture of the past,
is huppily not the state of pealmody at the

rosent.
P (T'o be continued.)

NOTES FROM EUROPE.

Paving TRIBUTE—A GREENLAND OwL—
Firsr S16uT OF IRELAND—FIRST Sun-
vAY IN BurorR—KEV. Doxaup Mir.
LER's WoRkR AT GENoaA—A ProrrsT.
ANT ScumooL—DENSE DARKNESS oF
Roxaxisa.

Mg, Eprror,~1It is a comparatively easy
thing in these days, if one only has time
and money at his command, to make a
pilgrimage to this city, which is so full of
interest to the classioal and Biblioalscholar,
the antignaiian, and the lover of the fine
aris. In the huge floating palaces which
cress the Atlantic, you ean enjoy the com.
fort and luxuries of lhome, aud if you
ponsess, good sailing qualitien, and are not
compelled to pay tribute to old cosan as it
toases its mighty billows in sooraful defi.
anoce of the winds, you will experience a
groat deal of pleasure during a voyage. I
must confess, however, that my pleasurs
was not unmixed on board the steamship
Sardinian, which aailed from Quebeo the
day after T met you in Montreal, and
rashly promised to send you a few joitings
from old Rewe. Though she is, perhape,
the finent vesssl ihat orosses the Atlatle,

sl for two Unys ske plunged so violently

body of musie of the very highest excellencs, |

that I had to yield tothe inovitable proooes
whioh Maik Twain so ocmisally desoribes
as tho " Ob my!™ What a pity 1t 1 that
scienco and engineering ekill have uot yet
bren sblo to devise some wethud by whiok
all the dicconafort of sea--fokness may be
prevonted,

Nothing of partioular intereat coourved
durlog the voyago until we wera tn mid-
oocean, when a Greenland owl, & magnifi-
oont speoinsen, alighted on the rigging of
tho ship, He mnst have booen carried out
to sea by tha violont storm from tho north,
whosa effools we had salready folt, Ho
was eaught by one of the eaiiors, and wasg
an objeot of much ouriosity and sage speou-
lation, and befors our arvrival at Moville,
he was prrchasod by a gentleman from
Belfast. What has been his fate since I
oannot say, but I should not be at all sur.
prisod if he has by ihis time taken his
place among the irersures of one of the
musenms of the Emorald Isle,

When the grand, rugged oosst of Erin
was gighted the monoiony of s ¢ Jife on
the ocenn wave" was broken. ¥yery one
was on dock rejoioing in the prospeot of
soon again {reading upon ferre JSirma,
The magnifisent oliffs, the bold headlands,
the castellated rooks excited the admir-
ation of every one who had not befors seen
them. Arriving at Greencastle, many of
our fellow-voyagera bound for Ireland and
Bcotland landed. It was amusing to watch
some of the steerage passengors, who evi.
dently had & haxd time of it during the
preceding five or six days, and whose
faces beamed with joy at tho prospeot of
once more troading upon the * old sod.”
Fifteon minutes or w0 were ocoupied in
their {ranshipment to the tender that was
to carry them to the pier, and away we
steamed for Livorpool, arriving there ex-
aotly ten days.aftor we left Quobeo, Tak-
ing train immediately for Iibndon, I spent
twenty-four hours in the great metropolis,
then resnming my journey across the
ohannel, through France by Parls, over the
Alps by the Mouut Cenis tuunel, I halted
at Tarin, in Northern Italy, for a day.
Genos, the oity of palaces, I reached on
the fifteanth day, and there I spent my
first Sunday in Europe. The Rev. Donald
Miller, M.A.y asuom of gréat ability and
an acoomplished soholay, is minister of the
Beotoh Church in Genos. His cungrega.
tion there is small. The Presbyterian
residents number only ninety juall. Some
of them being engineers on the railways
and steamers live outside of the city, and
are able to attend only the morning ser-
vice. But, being a great commersial city,
about nine thousand British sailors visit
the port during the year, and Mr. Millor
devotes a good deal of his time in minis.
tering to their spiritual wants, Although
he has a missionary engaged in labouring
among them, ke supezintends and dirests
his efforts. Thus far the oongregation
have been worshipping in tho Waldensian
Ohurol, which was built about eighteen
years ago. Previous to its ereolion the
Waldensian congregation had purohased
an old Roman Catholic Churoh which had
fallon into disuse, but when itshecame
generally known that it was to be used as
plaoe of worship by the heretics, a great
excitement arose and threats were uttered,
go that the prolection of the civil power
had to be sought. The late Count Oavour
informed the congregation that their
rights would be protected, but in the- in-
terents of peace, he advised them to suy-
render the ohuroh to the Roman Catholics,
promising to do all in his power to secure
them an eligible site for the erection of a
building. Having seleoted their vresent
site aud commenced to build, the Roman
Catholio clergy vowed to the Virgin that
they would build a church sacred to her if
she would only bring to naught the devices
of the hereotics. The church was com.
menced on the opposite side of
tho sireet, bui the Virgin was not
propitiated. The Waldensian edifice
was completed and used for public wership
for seven years beforo the temple to the
Virgin was finished. The TValdensian
Chnroh has been the railying powat for the
Protesiants of Genoa, 8o that now there ig
au Episcopal Churoh only a few yards
from it, and Mr. Miller's congregation are
building one on the same street which will
be ready for ocoupation very shortly, The
building includes & manxe and school-room,
snd together with the site will cost nearly
thirty thousand dollars, ten thousand of
whioh are yet to be realized. Whers this
sum is to be got is & problem which is giv-
ing Mr. Miller no end of anxiety.

Mr, Miller $akes a deep interest in the
subjeet of eduoation, and has snoceeded in
establishing a cohool for young ladies of
the higher classes in Rome, which is in
charge of an effisient Jady teacher, Mise
Dalgas, Bhe has two amistante. Iialian
parenis, whio are Romau Oathulics, hiave

KU

Enva bosn instruot
have become a0

Boriplarea that they have procured copies
for thomselves. Tho sohool bas won push
favour in tho cyen of its Italian patrons
that its effioioncy has oomo to tho know-
lodge of the Minister of Public Instrustion,
snd the Govornment heve, nosolieitad, of-
ferad a small grant in ald of ita work, Mt.
Miller is hopefut that through this eduoa-
tional agenoy many of tho botior olasses
may be led to break loose from the Chureh
of ltomo, and be no longer entangled with
ts degrading yoke. 'Tho sohool was openpd
only thirteer montha ago, and its suocess
has surpassed tho most sanguine expocta-
tlone of its originator, who expoots now
that in a yoar or two it will be solf-aup-
porling.

A Bunday in Genoa, as in all tho Ttalian
oities, is anything but a day of holy rest,
The shops are nearly all open, and the
siraets are thronged with people engaged
in business or the pursuit of pleasure. The
crios of newapaper vendors, and trinket
pedlars, aud green grocsrs, and xauch-
abused donkeys, make the day hideoua,
8iill the Churchas are crowded with dsvout
worshippers, chisfly old men and women
snd young ohildren. No ruatter at what
hour you entsr you find great numbers
kneeling at the various altars and * seek-
ing lieaven's grace and boon.” It fille one
with sadness to think of the denss darkness
in which this iand is steeped. How earn-
estly we who are blessed with s pure faith
and sn open Bible should pray that the
Light of the Sun of Righteousness may
arise upon it with healing in Hia wings,
aud that the power of the Spiritusl oppres.
sor may be hioken.

But I am beginning to think that my

in Bible history, and

toc long, 80 I ahall bresk off my narrative
here, and in & day or two resume goord-
ing some of my experiences in this won-
derful place. Yours truly,

Rome, 4th Dee., 1876,
T er——

Letter of Acknowledgement.

Dorarp Ross,

Ealtor BATISR AMERIOANX PRESBYTHMIAN,

DEear 81r,~-As our new ohnrsh in Brace-
bridge, which we havs bsen endeavoring
partially to complete during the past senson
bas been formally opened for public wor-
ship, I deem the present a fitting ocossion
to acknowledge, on behalf of the Bailding
committee and congregation, the kindness
we have rocelved from many friends in dif-
ferent parls of the church. Oontributions
have been forwarded from the following
congrogations, viz., Fallarton and Downie,
Woodyville, Hibbert, Fingsl, Blaevale, St.
Marys, N. Easthope, and from individuals
in Stratford, Woodstock, St. Catherines
aud Guelph, amounting in all to about
$800. Though we have taken possessicn
of the chureh it is not yet finished, having
received but oue ooat of plaster, and being
yet unpainted—the firet of thess affecting
our comfort in this extreme olimate—the
latter militating against the perservation
of the work, on the outside sepecially, Ag
for pews and & pulpit we oannot think of
them for sometime to come. We had re-
solved not to inour any serious amount of
debt boyend a morigage of $600, bat not.
withstanding the oare of the committee in
this respeot we find lisbilities to the amount
of about 8400 nnprovided for. We desire
through your columns gratefully to acknow-
ledgo the various sumscontributed by those
above referred to, and will not soon forgot
the kind words with which in many instan-
cesthey were acoompanied. We had also ex-
peoted aid from other friends to whom we
made known our oase, from whom no re-
port has been recetved. Others again
knowing our ciroumstances for the first
time may desire to aid us in our struggle.
No more fitting opportunity conld present
itself. Lot itnot be forgotten that this is
purely & mission field,and that in aidingus
in this enterprise the misaion work of the
ohuroh is being most surely advanced. In
no field in the whole ochurech, do we know
of & more important point than Brase-
bridge—the capital of the Frea grant dis-
trict—tho,contre of some twenty-six mission
stations. Our position here has a direot
influence on the whole field. Taking iuto
account the points yet unoceupied, as well
as tho rapidity with which this Distriot of
Mauskoka and the neighboring Districls of
Parry Sound and Nipissing are being set-
tled, tho number of stations in this field
must be doubled within the next fow years,
if onr churoh is to supply the wantaof thoso
who nalarally look to her and havsa olaim
upon her for the enjoyment ot ordinances.
It is 5 matter of someimportance then that
as soon a8 poesible thae older stations if not
sel-supportinug be at least ranked as aid re-
ceiving congregations. The prospeets of
this being the case are good with reapeot to
Braosbridge but for this unavoidable debt.
It must militate against our growth co long
as it exists. I have suffisient faith in ihe
ohristian liberality of those in onr ehurch
wko have enough and to espare, to believe
that we sbalt not be long left in this eondi.
tion, but that as tbe wantsnot only of this

articular congregation but of the wholo

istriot beoome better known, our burdens
shall be shared by many who not only wish
and pray for the advancement of the Re.
deomoar's kingdom in our Iaud, bat who de.
sira in thexselves to fulfil the law of Ohrist.
Thavking you, Mr. Editor, for the space

thue afforded me.~I am i:‘m oo,
A. FixoLay, isstonary,

went their ohildren to this achool, and these !

oply interested in the ip

1irst epistle to you from Rome is droady | M
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Presbytery of Munitoba.

The Presbytery of Manitoba met m tie
rasbyworing Cunrob, Kidordag, on the
6t day of Decomber, for the teansuction of
business; Prof, IHart, moderator, presid-
ing, There was a Inrge attepdanca of
mombers considering tha senson of ho

aar. A lettor was road from the Rov. J,

. Stowart deoliviug the oa) from the
Boyns and Pembuaa Mountamn congrega.
tiops, The Presbytery couourred 1 the
declinature, aud on mutivi tue calc was set
Aside. Dr Black roported that Le had
proached at Sunnyside and held a meot-
fng with a view to ealling a miuister, but
that the people wore not ready to oall, The
reports were reosived and Dr, Black's aon-
duet apfrovod, Tho Rev. Mr. Donaldson
reported that bo had moderated in s oall
at Porlage In Prairie on the 6th day of No-
vember, and that the congrogalions of
Portage 1a Prairle and Burnside unani-
mously oalled the Rev. Allan Bell. The
call signed by thirty-two members and
forty-four adherents was laid on tho table.
The eall aftor explanations given by the
cornmussioner, Mr. Sutherland, was unani-
monsly sustained and placed in the hands
of Mr. Bell ; and the oall was at a future
soderuat accepted. The Presbytery ap-
pointed an adjourned mooting to be held
st Portage Ia Prairie on the 8rd day of
Jautary inst., and at the hour of 2 p.m.,
for the induotion of Mr, Bell, At the in-
duotion the moderator was appointed fo
preaide,iMr, J. S, Stowart to preach, Dr.
Black o address the minister, and Mr.
Robertson the congregation. A letter was
vord from the Rov, Mr, Frazor, Baugeen in
reference to thn defraying of his expenses
in returning o Onsario and other wattors,
and the moderator and eolerk were ap-
pointed a commuttea to consider the mat-
ter and report at ihe next meeling of
Presbytery. A oircular letter was read
from Dr. Reid anwnt the debt of the Home
Misslon Fand of the (teneral Assembly.
The olerk was fustruoted to direct atten-
tion to the comiributions already 1wade by
the Preabylery to this fund.

About fitteen months ago the Presbytary
pasged & renolution authorizing the Rev.
r. Boyd, of Crosshill, to colleot books
from friends in Sootland for the library of
Manitoba College. There was a report
banded in by Prof. Bryee showing that
247 volumes had beea for varded, that
sorao friends had contributed $110, and
that the Free Church of Scotland had
made a donation of £20 sterling in aid of
the library. The report was received and
adopted, when Prof, Bryoe moved, second-
ed by Prof, Roberison, that the thanks of
the Presbylery are due and are hersby
given to the Rov. James Boyd, of Crosc-
‘bil}y for.his.iuterest ia Manitoha Qollege
while on a visit to Seotland, in collecting
books and money for the proouring of books
for the College Library ; and that thanks
ofthe Presbytery are also tendered to the

friends in Seotland for their seasonable
donation of books and money, and to the
Colonial Commities of the Free Churoh of
Bcotlana for the gift of £20 sterlng. The
motion was oarrisd unanimendy, Dr.
Black reported that the Gonersl Assetn.
bly’s Foreign Mission Committes had made
a grant of $150 per annum in aid of the
mission rchool on the Rosean Rocerve.
Reports were handed in from congrega-
tions and mission stations of Iresbytery
showing the amounts submeribed for the
support of ordinances. These ail showed
great liberality on the part of the people in
the present cironmstances of the Province.
The following are some of the stations re-

orting :~-fpringfield  and  Sunanyside,
3808; Kookwood, ete., $800; Caledonia
and Olearsprings, $200; Portage la Prairie
and Burnside, over $800; and Little Br'«
tain, over $240. The Presbytery's Home
M gsfon Committee was insiruoted to se-
cave complete returne, and dispose of the
whole matter at their earliest convenisnce.
There was read an amendment o the con-
stilntion of Enox OChuroh, Winnipeg,
adopted at a congregationai meeting, and
tranemitted through the session providing
for tho filling up of any vacanoies in the
board ot management during the year by
the managers, withont going to the trouble
of oalling a congregational mesting. The
change was granted, provided that in each
oage the appointments made secure the ap-
proval of the session, and, on this under-
standing, the clause was confirmed. The
General Assembly appoinied the first Sab-
bath in December for collections to be
taken up io the congregations of the
Chursh in aid of the Colleges. That day
having passed the Presbylery recommended
congregations and mission stations to take
up euch colleotions on Sabbath, Decomber
81st, whkero annual ocontributions are mnot
given on some other system, and appoint-
ed the moderator, Prof. Bryee, Dr. Bluck
and the clerk, to prepare s suitable address
to be read in suoh congregations setting
forth the objeots and olaims of the college.
On resommendation of the Home Mission
Committeo the Presbytery decided to writo
al onoo to snother missionary to be pta-
tioned at Rockwood, one had been tele-
graphed for before for Springfield and Sun-
nyside. Arrangements were made for mis-
sionary meetings in the varions congrega-
tions and stations of the Presbytery.
Messrs. Dcualdeon, Bsll and J. S. Stewart
were appointed for the western part of the
Presbyiory, aud the Presbytery’s Homo
Miesion Commitiee was charged with the
duty of arrangiug in the esstsrn. The next
regular meeting of the Presvytery is to be
held in Kmox Churok, Winnipeg, on the
first Weduesday in March. The Presby.
fory then adjourned to meet at Portage In
Prairie for the Indaction of the Bev, Mr.
Bell, on the 8rd day of January mext, and
o the hourof two o'slosk in the after-

o

Eloxtr-xtonT and three-ienths of *0}d
}’rob‘a" prediotions
rae.

Jmt yoor have eome



