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CHAPTER XL

As tho search 1n Lanw’s liouse wan fruit
fe s, Palkin bad withdrawn his gendarmes
and left Jana purfectly froe.

It was not 10 oclock yot and the clerka
had not yet begun work mn tho ofhees,
though 1t was h§omluy vihen Werniu and his
daughter catered the Ministry of the Inten-
or and st their cards to the head of the
division. Schelm sent word that he was
engaged with the Minuster and could not
see than before 7 in thue evening. The
whole day was to in thiafearful unxicty.
No, Jana resolved to call on the Minmster
hanself  PopofT, however, shoxed her how
dauger us such a step would be, asall chance
of bribing Schelm would thus be lost.

** The minuster knows the whole affair from
Schelms report only. H: would send us
straight hack to hum.”

**What can be done? I cannot hive 1n
this uncertamnty. I am dying of apprehen-
sion.”

“\We must be patient till 7 o'clock. I
shall go with you, Countess, and wait for
you in the carriage. If you do not succeed
my turn will come. We shall uave tume
enough before the ball.”

In the meantime Mme de Dugarcy had
comein.  *What news? she asked.

‘“Alas ! no ncws as yet. Have you heard
anything "

**Yes, indeed. 1 know that your hus-
band left the theatre in search of you. He
hiad heard a coaversation between two men
 tho pit, whn asserted they had seen you
come out of a gamblm? hell which T had
made a meeting place for mysterious pur
poses. He had ran out of the theatre hee
a madman m company with your friend
Miller, whom I have never trusted in spit -
of your friendship for him. Since then no
one has scen him "

“ What?” cried Jana, exatedly. ** Viadi-
mir could doubt me!”

** What could yeu expect, dearest ? Tiunk
of his great love, hin jealousy, the cccen-
tnatiex for which people arc kind cnough
to blame mc, and especially your not com-
ing. It was evadently a preconcerted plan.
I'ince Max, who told me all this, sud a
few momentsago: ‘I do not understand it
at all. Laninis decused of belongington
cousp:racy and was agrested in an unknown
house.’ Then he whispered nto my car:
*Thisis a secret of state; they have used
your namcand niine.” Yoar hushand, you
ust know, had asked the Prince to c?u!-
lenge that man inthe pitt Thisis all I
have been able to learr, butat ia cnough.
They havemade use of my namo also, fnd
Iam determined to cloar up the whole af-
fair. ] mean to support you with all my
;)owcr, bat it will be adifficult task. Every-
hody trembles at the mere mention of your
name.”
¢* Dear Rita, how vulgar the world is,
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there at 10 at the Iatest  Then the Count
ess will tell you what 18 next to be done ™
I shadl apprar to night inablack doumine
You sha'l recognize e by the camellia 1
shall woear, but T ahall, of course, sec your

al. father, who will bo at vour side.”

*No doubt.”

< Remember, however, madame, that fou
must speak to the Emperor ut all hazards,”
saul Popoff.  *“This will be your last oppor
tunity, \wu&c from this time you ¢ill bo
lookesl upon as connected with the family
of an exile.”

“*Do not fear,” replied Mme. de Dugarey,
«f am ot & Russisn subject ; I shall, diere-
forc, alwnys be able to approach the Emper-

+Ah " aaid Jana, “when it becomes clear
that Viadimic's innocence cannot be estab
lished, will you then still bo free to visit us?
Wil not your hushand separate us*”

Mime. de Dugarcy hung ber head, for that
morning she had been informed at the cm
assy that soon she would no longer bu at
liberty to enter the house of a man who was
accused of high treason.

“To-night, however,” she gaid, *“cach one
must do his duty. I promisc I shall do all
1 my power. Your husbandis, inmy cyes,
pesfectly innycent and I shall spare no
troublc to establish lus mnocence. At the
Iall we shall riecct agam.  Mr. Popofl, pre.
parc your ammunition.”

“Madame,” said Popoff, deusively, <1
warrant the victory.”

“God grant,” mghed Jana.

At 7o’ctock Mr. Schelm received the Count
and his daughter with that cold and stiff
ofticial arr which he assumed with s sub-
ordmates. The Councillor offered him a mut
hion rubles, then half of lus whole fortune.
Jana —proud Jana—humbled hersclf before
him, and with tearsin her eyes begged for
merey. It was all in vain.

Schelm, whose eyes b, ‘a sparkle as he
exulted in the offers of the olt man ang the
humiliation of Jana, whoknelt before him,
only answered coldly:

«* I am out of the question now. But calm
yoursclves. Tne Czar is merciful. The
cruminala wall be sent a8 colonists to Sibera,
That 1sthe hmit of punishment.”

“Bat you know that Viadimirc is inno-
cent,” exclaimed Jana.

Schelm removed his spectacies and played
the part of an astomshed mun to perfection,

“Ionncent t He? The Ace of Cluhs, the
hiead of the conspiracy ¥

“Enough of this farce, this hypocrisy,”
cried Jana, indginantly. *““Youavenge your.
self for an innocent jest and yonr revenge is
terrible. Yon alono have inventoed the whle
conspiracy, or, at least, with devilish cun
ning, maniged to involve my hushand in
this affair !

Schelm piosly folded his hands. -

*Uappreciate your grief, madame, but-I
cannot help you. Calm yourself ; go homa
and send for a ghyl.ichn. » ’

He rang a bell and a clerk entered.

*Please accompany thesr vimiors down.
Pardon me, my time . n >t myown.” T

*Be carcfnl, Mr. Schelm,” smid Jana.
“Wo :}u:ll fight till our last hreath.,” °
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written hus nune and ssys your Excelioney
will no doubt reeeive him,

“Nicholns Popofl " excluimed Schelm,
with a glancoat the card. **Let him comeup
:;t' once. When ho does come look well ut

him.

“Very well, your Excellency ”

“As soon as lie is in my burean you will
hasten to the nearest pnlice station nned ask
for two policemen ; these you will slation at
the entrance of the Mimstry  When the
stranger leaves me you will accompany him,
and, under some pretext, hand him ovor to
the {mlict You know hitn. I am sorry ho
used ta'be employed here

“I have been hero only two montha.

“Then lonk at him all the mare carefully
He is a very dangerous fellow  Let him be
scarciied carefully and bring we everything
tiat is found on ?llm."

* YourExcelleney,”said theelerk. ¢ (ol
Palkinhappenstobe in the Minister's barean,
1 inight perhaps—"

* Do what 1 have ordered,” aaid Schelm
“ You deliver this man into the hands of the
police -if I shoulil not change my mind. In
that case I shall ;ay, *1donnt wih to ace
any one.” That will be asigu for yo't to send
the policemen back. 1o you understand ¥

** Perfectly, your Excellency *”

“Now send the stranger '\{\ "

** Ha 'ha' eried Schelm, delighted. ** He
alone was still waiting. He comss into my
presence not of hisown ac o d.”

The ~lerk comes back ushering in Popoff.
He drew near to Schelm,

**Ah !Is that you?” aaid Schelm. ¢ What
do you wish*”

** A mere trifle, Count Lanin’s pardon.”

Schel u sprang up from his chair.

‘““Count Lanin’s ! What have you to do
with L: nin ¥

Y am his - ¢ ‘retary. He took m~ in when
T was driven away from here. 1 wrote o
you at that time that I shoold keep silent
unless I was attacked. Thave kept silent.
Now yau perscct my benefactor and rab
me of my daily bread.  You will not won
der’if 1 defend myself, therefore, Iray T ask
for Count Lanin's pardon Stap. I express
ed myself hadly; I ask for documents eatah.
lishing his innocence and the  immediate
slnp})’m;; of all proceedings ugninst him ™

“Ha 'ha "' mid Schelm, assan as h-
had gradually recovered from the first sur-
prise.  “ Now I have the whele wystery in
my hand ' Iallowed yon to fimish your
sprech. . That ought to be enongh for you.
1f you wish for an answer here 1t is You
are a rehellious and dishonest clerk® Awry!
QOut of my sight ™

Popoff drew still near

“I'shall not go till T have what [ want.
¥ have proof against you in my hands.”

*“Ha ! ha! acopy of a few lines ! show me
your prouf. The low clerk Papoff against
the head of division  Thatis faughable,
but I will take pity and udk with youasmny
acéomplice. The old certificate is atready
in my possession  yours has no value  No-
hody will tnguire about the means if the end
is only attr .ed. ‘That is what you your-
self saitl,  Th®Minister will even thank me
for having acted thu®  To whom will yon
show youf-paper? “At beat to some subor-
dnate oﬂip&!‘ < «2. You had better lis-
ten to me, my fsiend. Give me hack that
paper and perhaps I'll panlon youn. Al

- though it is of no vales to any one, 1 do not

like my signaturo to be scen in the world.”
I shall ouly exchange it for the freedom

- of the Count.”

_ “‘Are youinsano?” cried Schelm.  *“Is it

Jgry¥ou to mixgconditions®  Icanhave you
arcestcd, scarehud and stripped of cvery pa-
PEE-YOu poaserr.™

“You are right,” replied Pofoﬂ' conlly.
“In'my hands 511: littlg shect o Espcr may
be worth little enough, “but in the hand of
Count Lanin or hig wife it Zncs quite far,

Catarrh

]s 0 blood disease. Until the poison s

expelled from tho system, there can
be no curo fer this foathsomo and
daagerous malady. Thercforo, the only
offcctive treatment is a thorough courao
of Ayor’s Sarsaparilla — the beat of all
blcod purifiors. Tho sooner you begin
the better ; delay {s dangorous.

! X wan troubled with eatarrh for ovor
two years. I tried various remedies,
&nd was treated by o numdber of physi-
cians, but reccived no bonefit untl I
bepan to take Ayer's Sarsaparilia. A
fetwr Lottles of this medicine cured me of
this troubles~mo complaint and com-
Eleu:ly restored my health."—Jeseo M,

oggs, Holman's 1s, N. C.

When Ayer’s Barsaparilla was reo-
ommended to mo for catarrh, I was in-
clined to doubt its cmcatt:g. Having
triod so many romedies, with little ben-
efit, I had no faith that anything would
curo mo. I becamo emaciated from loas
of appetite and impaired digestion. I
had nearly lost the senso of amoll, and
my system was badly deranged. was
ubont discouraged, whnn a friecd urged
me to try Ayer's Sarsaparilla, and re.
persons whorm §t had cnred

ferred me to
of catarrh. After taking half o dozen
bottles of this medicine, I am convicced

that the only sure way of tmunfz this
obstinate diseasc in through the blood.”
-~ Charler H. Maloney, 113 River st.,
Lowol}, Mass.

Ayer's Sarsaparilla,

PREFANIL &7

Dr. 4. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass.
Filce 81; six bottles, $3. TWorth $5 a dotle.

wailed till tho last moment, because I
kuow very well thatf I take yourlife I
jeopardize iy own alse.  The moment,
therefore, yoa move or call T kill you hike a
mad dog. They will rush up as soon as the
shot 13 heard, arrest me, and then I shall tell
all 1 know, and they will soon find out, in
addition, all Ido not know. I count upon
the scandal being big cnongh to reach the
Inghest personages. [ sacnifice myself, hnt.
1 save the Count and he will not let iy
mother suffer, nor my bhetrothed, nor my
brother.™

Schelin bhad lost lns mind entirely and
turned deadly pale

*To threaten me with a pistol —here 1n
the Munstry of the Interior—sanch a thing
has nover happened in Russia.  Youare
mad !

“Weanust finishourbiiness!™ sajd Popoff,
raimng his pistol.

Tell mc what you wand!" stammered
Schelne.

*‘Ihave wld you twice; thedocuments prov.
g Count Lanin's tnnocence !

“Hoa can I furnish them when the
Count is m.ilty ! 1 know nothing—I can do
nothing—I have no proofs.”

“Enough !” cried Popoff, toying with tho
tngger.  “Will you do my bidding or not.™

gf’ll try, I'll endeavor, and after all T do
not care so much for him.”

“What fools men are in the faco of
danger,” snecred  Popoll contemptuonaly.
“* You keep mo waiting, hoping that somn.
hody may come aud save yeu. Do you think
rn %e.\\'c your room and be arrested as 1
coms out® I can find the papers myseli.
They are there i the concealed niche behind
the portrait of Alcxander. Open it at
ance .~

Schelm was besnde hansclf. If lovks could
kill men, Schelin's would have annih:lated

and if yon do not do what Taxk-X shall hang~ Popoff instantly.

it to some on: and tell the-wholé, story to
the Emperor'a wid. You can: havg mo
scarched: you will find nothing. . . -
Pardon me," ho added, = ho aoticed that
Schelm was reaching for the bell, *pleasodo
not play with it!”

_I’ofmﬂ’l voice saunded so threatening that
Sekelm turned round.  Thero he stood, nim.
g at his former chief, with a pidol in his
tand and his eyr glowod with such irrovoc
:"9 decizion that Schelm was for the mo-
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v »Ha, ha! You thought I would call on
youunarmaed, Mr. Schelm.” You wercabont

2% Were lumlo have me arrestad, seanched and
L 7 od of irnmoraliifclong confinement.  You
hoWhuite willing ~ theapers in vain! 1 have qween it and the wall behind.
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A sccond time Popoff tonched the trigger.
Schelin bowed low as if to aveud the ball
1

. Almost unchpacionely he went up to the pic

Y l;?ﬁng and, .outtenng
curres, op@¥ithe box.

“Now stog#? cried Popofl. *I'll find the

apirs and retarn them when Count Lanin
!:nct free !”

Schelm stood there as af struck by hight.
ning and tricd to master his fury. Popoff
steppoed up to take the papera.  This forced
him for an matant to turn the pistol asdo
from Schelm's head.  That was the critical
moément.  The same instant Schelm spran
Xxide, and, with almost aupornatarm
atrength, closed the swinging portrait of ¢
Crai, s that Popofl was almost crashad Ix-



