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#ACKSONVILLE, THE N2WPORT OF
THE SOUTH.
BY THR REV. UUGH JOHNSTON, M. A., PASTOR
METROTOLITAX CHURCII, TORONTO,

The chief city of the flowery atate,in pop-
ulation, commerce and social lifs, in Jack-
sowville. It is the Newport of the South,
towards which all social attractions tend
and all wintor resort ttavel converge. The
invalid and tho tourist alike find it charm-
ing. It has no equalin Florida, and South of
Savaunah is the place of firat importanco,
with its luxarious homes and surronndings,
ita handsome privateland publio buildings,
ita broad avenues.and busy streets.

The city was incorporated in 1533 and
named in hopor of General Andrew Jack-
son, who commanded the United States
Troope in  Florlda duriag the Indian war.
The Indian name is Wacca Pillalks, or Cow
Ford, Itislocated on.the St. John's river,
that wonderful stream which flows for two
hundred miles to the north, and for aixty
miles its bread and graceftl bosom. is from
threo to ive'miles in width. Following the
eircnitous plcturesque windings of the states
ly river, this health businees centre is
tweaty fivs milos from the Atlantic, while in
a direct courwe it is only ten or ffteen.

It has been almoat entircly rebailt siace
the war. The city was bombarded, its busi-
nees roined, its atrecta left desolate, every-
thio~ deserted by the scourge of tho demon
‘war, but since peace and order have return-
od it bas more than recovered itsformer
thriftand exterprise. It has a resident
population of from 15,000 to 20,000 which
dauriog ‘‘the scason” is swellod to 40,000 or
50,000.

It imacity of charming residences and
spacious hotels. The clegant residences of
prominent citizens and northern owners are
planted in the midst of gardens with their
tropical shrubbery and constantly blooming
fiowers of every hue.  The streets arc well
1aid out, the principal oncs ruoning par-

rallel with the river, and as out door life
is tho thing of fachion Lere, and everybody
takes a constitutional sauntering for plens-
ure, or shopping for curiosities, they forma
pleasant, busy, and lively scene. The
spacious and shaded avenues, borderod with
stately live oaks aud their cver pendent
moes drapery, with the fragrant magnolis,
the cypress, dogwood, laurel and other trecs
of that sunny clime, are delightful loung-
iog places, and the swset do-nothing fecl-
iog has unlimited indalgeace.

Boatingis a favorite patime,and the river
is as lively asibe atreets, while all the
docks are thronged with ahipping and pleas-
are yachts for making expeditions aloog tho
gulf shore, or up the St.John's riverand the
famous Ocklawaba,

Hotels and boarding houtrea are an insti-
tution of thixvigorous and prosperousyoung
metropolis. There aro many northerners
who, like the birds of summer, taks aznaal-
ly their flight southward, when winter
ocomes, and thus eecape its chilly and icy
discomforts. Jacksonville basall the essen-
tials of & winter health-resort, with its pure
atmospbers, equable temperatare and bright,
clear, sunny days, and these with its home
ocomforts sud conveniences, and ita asclect
and cullared society, make it » most dosir-
able lucation.

Accordiogly you will finds its numerons
hotela thronged with Wosterners from
Chicago, Milwatkee: and ‘Cincinnati, and
Northernors from Boston, New York and

tolligencodrawnf romall portionsof the coun.
try. If you want society where there isdano.
ingovery ovening in the groat hall, and a
lifo fullof gaioty, you will cortainly go ta,
the St, James Hotol. If you want clegance
and especial attontion you will goto the
Windsor. Il jyou combine health with
pleasure-scoking, and are satiefied §with
abundant accommodations at littlo less
prices, you will go to the Everott. And it
you aro disposed to bs quiet, with all pro.
porly regulated, surroundiogs, and a tablo
famousall over the land, you willgo to the
Carlton House. Theso are the greathotels,
and their guests aroinnumberlikegood-sized
villages. There are also boarding-houses in
abundance for those who desiro tho quict
home life. Qur oxpericnoss of Southern
boardiog.houscs is not the modt pleasant,
Southern cookery is altogether too rich to
suit our tastes. Wou aro sure of an abun.
dance of freah vegotables jmt out of the
garden, and fresh ripe Florids_oranges,
You are sure also of the toughest, dryest
meat you evor put jatq your meuth, and of
the fattcst, greazist porls yonlever looked
upon.

Hog and homiay ars the staples. What
roast-begfand plumspudidirgareto John Bull—
oatmeal to the Scodehman—sauer.bymut to
the Datchman—olla podrida to the Span-
jard—curry to the Hindoo—blutder ‘to the
Greenlander—pemmican to the Blackfcot—
and baled-Leans and brown-treadto the Bos.
tonian, is Aog andAhominy to the Southerner.
Tho negro and the mule are institutions
of tho South. .

There arc fine Churches-aad Schools in
Jacksonville.

I looked into the Centenaty Churchwhere
the Florida Conferencoe of the M. E. Church
was holding its sessions. Bishop Waldron
presided, and the question of casto was be-
ing hotly discussed in the form ofa resolu.
tion to scparate the congregations of ths
white and black. The negroes in the South
are still taught to recognise their color, al.
though their cendition is infinitely better
than it was ten years ago.

The Cookman Institute is for tho ‘educa-
tion of the colored children, and it is anin-
tereating thiog to visit this school,whore the
children will comparo as favorably in guick-
ness and intelligence and acholarship as any
achool of white children in tho city,
JIacksonvillo is the great ccotre of the
oravge trade. This indusiry bas grown to
something enormons. Nearly 50,000,000
oranges wero exported from the State laat
year, Orer §£10,000,000 aro investod in
orange groves,and the basiness is worth over
21,000,000 acnually. I hope todiscuss this
fruit question again. But meanwhile Imust
close, promising to take my readers in my
next letter up the glorious St, John's river,
with it banks dotted with white villages
and rich orango groves. .

England and Her Tronbles.
BY REV. JOSEFH WILD, D. D.

The present times arcsomewhat oxciting,
Thisis capecially 20 in somo of the older
nations. Tho two coloesal powers of tho
day are Britain and Rusaia—the Lion and
the Boar. One or tho other of these powers
must finally have the sovercignty of tho
world, JYndaya of old there scemed 2o bo
two political world-centres.  Ono was
localized and operativoin tho Hebrew nation.
Fror, this ccatre Providence secmed to
work. To them as God's cxecutive was ca-
traated tho evangelization and civilization
of tho nations. The other, called the Gen.
tile centro, was located in tho Babylonian
Empire, Since that time it haa moved to
Penia, Gresce and Rome, and is new in

PAlladeiphis—thewealth, and eultare, andin:

Thoas two contral powers are-alming for
the central land, which is Palestine, In
this land thoy will finally yet meet for =
final struggle in the Lattle of Armageddon.
Britain will come off victorious. All going
on now is but preliminary, Both of them
arc on their way to Palestine—Russia is
going by way of Asia, through India, and
England by way of Egypt and Turkey.

If the reader conld get and read the Will
of Potor tho Great, he would kunow tho
policy of Russin and be able to go before
them., This will cach successor takes oath
at the time of coronation to carry out and
forward, { will quote the 9th clause:
“Take every possible means of galning
Constantinople and the Indies, (for he who
rules thero will be the truo sovereign of tho
world); excite war continually in Tarkey
and Pursia ; establish fortresses in the Black
Seca ; get control of tho sea by degrees, and
also of tho Baltic, which is & double point,
neccesary to the realisation.of our project;
sccelerate as much:as posslble, the decay of
Persia ; penotrate 40 the Persian Gulf; re-
establish, if possible; by the way of Syzia,
the ancient commerce of the Levant; ad-
vance to the Indios, which are the great
depot of the world. Onze there we can do
without the gold of “England.”

Wheu this will was made Russia was

2,500 miles from the Indies. At tho close

of last century it was 2,000, by the year 1810

it was 1,000 and in 1835 it was 400—and. in

1883 the Bear and the Lion aro now face to

face. Tho p.st few years Rumia has

gained rapidly in territorial power. In her
conqueets of Bokhars and part of Turkistan

sho gained 500,000 square miles, Since the
battle of \Waterloo she has taken more from

Sweden than-remains, from Poland territory
equal to the whole of Austria, from Turkey

an area equal to Prussia, from Poraia as

anuch as the whole of Britaio, She is §60
miles nearer Berlin and Paris, and 450 noar-
et Constantinople,

The reader -may naturally ask where will
Russis stop, snd'who will atop her? Ian.
swer, Britain will stop her.  In her march
east sheis now at tho end. Beyond the
Afghan frontier she cannot go. Isaw and
wrote, ten years ago, that she would be
just where sho now is in 1885,  Neither is
tho timo come for them to fight, though it
looks as if they would be at it before what
1 am now writing can be read.

England is in a critical position, but I
have no fear of tho final issues. The na-
#ions have choica of Rutsian or Britain’s rule
and Jead, and surely it is not difficult to
guess which both God and men prefer.
England's prescnt confusion and defeat in
Egypt are all designed Tor a good purpose.
She will be taught that she must lead
among the nations or retire; But she ber-
sclf will prefer to lead, so will other Chris-
tisn nations prefer her lead, and »o will the
colonies prefer to be underher, henoce it will
tend o bind them all together. The doc-
trine of imperial federation is no nightmare
dream but a reality, Neither Gladstone
nor John Bright will after this bo able to
persusde England into a non-interveation
policy. These are not the days for the
formation of new nations, but the dsys of
steal, and conquest, and: federation, Men
that talk of Cabadian independenco can
scarcely know what they are talking about.
Independence would be all very well if all
the world let us alono and allow us ¢o trade
with all the world aud nover interfere with
us; but who will guarantee all this for us?
The beat policy for us, and all the Britiah
empire for the nextifow years is to keep well
togethes. Believing as 1 do that the Sax.
ons are the ten loat tribes of Israelsa or

havo faith in the future, for through th,

mouth of the prophet nltimate pre.cminence

and rule is amigned to Isracl. God bles

our Queen, and the Empire at largo!
) Lo

AMOKG THbE BRITISH WEST INDIER

Life in Barbados Island.
BY RRY, I, W, AT\WATER,

Far away in the broad Atlantic lies Bay.
bados Island, comparatively a mero apeckin
the waste of wators,—a place almost an.
known to mankind, though it certainly pos.
sosnos suffiofent historical interest to rescge
it from oblivion. Possibly a fow notesabont
life in this important British colonial posses-
sior may be of some interest £5 thereadersof
TruTH.

The Islazd lies but little ove 13 degrms
north of the equator, and the heat of the
climate is therefore something tu be held ia
lasting remembrance by the inhabitants
Itisonly 22 miles in lengthand 14 in width,
and yeot it is a little world of iteclf, Itwu
sottled by the English in 1627, a charter
having hoen granted by Charles 1. to James,
Earl of Marlborough, and its setilement
gavo rise to the Wost Indian sugar trade,
The most imposing foature in tho appesr-
ance of the Island from the water, is,of
course,

TRR CAPITAL, DBRIDGETOWY,
Itaflat roofed, chimneylesahouscs, its shade
trees, is narrow atreets, and tho turbuleat
mass of colored himanity, which isconstantly
seething to and fro, intermingled with dos.
key carts and mule trains, form a picture,
which is at once pleasing and unique. The
streets, especially on a holiday, are crowded
with curiously clad men and womeén of all
shadesofcolor, fromthesable.browed Afrioss;

neck and arms, to the delicato and zichly-
clad quadroon, or octoroon, It is curiousto
notioe the extent to which tho customsof
tho whites, bave become engrafted upee
the very existenco of their former
slaves. Every-colored man who can afford
it, s his top buggy and coachman. Ataoy
tine may be inct amongst tho number of
well-ordered equipages which canvey rask
sid Iashion to Hastings to onjoy the ox!
evening air, an open barouche, on the
cushicned seats of which recline acvenl
“‘genelmen ob color,” whose shilliugs earzed
by hoeing corn, or delving in tho caue fields,
have procured the luxury of asilk hat, s
fancy cane and asuit of broad cloth, (i
lien of thesalt bag), A day spent in th
country, after a drive through it, pressy
many varied aspocts in its social life, Tbe
soenery is sufficiently diversified to warf
the monotony of locomotion under s tropi:
cal At first, after leavingthe cith
the¥ills stretch away before you—not grazd
and bold in their outline, but geotly alop:
ing towards their bighest points, the gnde-
al ascend being hero and there interrupted
by abrupt terraces, which time has fad
with uxoriant mosses and feros, whih

the weather-worn caral. The Jaland beitg
A CORAL ROCK,
with only abont three fect of soil on 827
partof it, the roads arefreofrom thoe
wiry places which impede travellisg i
other ocoumtries, but the glaro from th
white dusty roads which ntossitals
goggles, or shades for the eyes, is mesh- W

lages, and interminable cane ficlds, #
roads Hined here and there with the shely
rmaguolia, or tho stately ebony, the cabbepe
polm overtopping all, whilst tho sweet pert

fume from the spios troes, and the sightel

Rumis,

ganined in Britain and the United States, I

whose only garmeut consists of a salt heg, -
with openings in the end and sides for the |

afford a plesaing relief to the monotory ¢ §

ploasat. Passing.by namherless segredh
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