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phenomena of thought and feeling and
motive. And yet, with all the unequalled
facilities for acquiring this sort of know-
ledge, can it be questioned that it is the
one sort of knowledge that is most com-
monly neglected; and that, even amongst
those who would disdain the imputation of
ignorance in history or science or literature,

ere are multitudes who have never ac-
quired the merest rudiments of the know-
ledge of Self ¢

What has now been stated as to the too
common neglect of self-knowledge in gene-
ral, is emphatically true with respect to
that branch of it to which the text relates,
It is the moral part of our pature with
reference to which defective knowledge is
at once the most common and the most
dangerous. As a matter of curiosity, an
object of interesting study, every intelligent
man should know something of the struc-
ture, organization, laws, and processes of
his physical and of his intellectual nature;
but as a matter, not of curious interest
merely, but of the last and highest neces-
sity, we ought to be acquainted with our
moral nature—with the condition of our
hearts in the sight of God. The care of
our bodily health we may depute to an-
other, and the skill of the physician may
render our ignorance of physiology of little
or no practical moment; to be unacquainted
even with our intellectual nature, inobser-
vant of its operations and mistaken as to
its character, may lead to no consequences
more serious than vanity, self-conceit, an
undue reliance on our own opinions;—but
when our ignorance relates not to the body
but to the soul, not to the head but to the
heart, no language can exaggerate its dan-
gor. For the care of our spiritual health,
the moral culture and discipline of the soul,
we can never depute to another; no friend
on earth can be the soul's physician, or
free us from the burden of our solitary
respousibility with regard to it; and un-
noticed errors in the heart, ualike intellec:
tual deficiencies, not 8&nerely affect our
tetaporal coudition or our social reputation,
but may issue in our eternal ruin.

Yot the text suggests, what all experi-
ence corroborates, that it is a man’s moral
defects that are most likely to elude his
own scrutiny. There is a peculiar secresy,
an inherent inscrutability, about our sins.
Bodily disease or injury, in the great majo-
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rity of cases, manifests its presence by pains
—80 obtrudes itself on our consciousness,
that it is impossible for the sick man to be
long unaware of his danger, or indifferent
to its removal. But it is the peculiar
characteristic of moral disease, that it does
its deadlv work in secret. Sin is a malady
which atfects the very organ by which it
sclf ean be detected ; it creates the darkness
amid which it injures wus, and blinds the
eyes of its vietim in the very act of destroy-
ing him. It there be any bodily disease
to which it is analogous, it is to that fatal
malady which often cheats the sick mar
iuto a delusive tranquillity, the deeper and
more.deceitful in proportion to his danger-
And if the uncouscious cheerfulness of the
dying be sometimes both strange and sad?
if it has ever happened to us, as we looked
on the wan and wasted countenance oP
which cousumption had set its ghastly sesls
to listen with mingled wonder and pity to
the words of unabated hopefulness from
the sick man’s lips, surely inere deserving
of our pity is he who, all unaware of hi#
spiritual disease, is hastening on, in undis”
turbed tranquillity and selt-satisfaction, t0
everlasting despair and death !

Now, it is this self-concealing tendency
of sin, and the comsequent difficulty
forming a right estimate of ourselves, ¢
which the Psalmist refers in the prayer ©
the text—¢* Who can understand his errorsz
—Cleunse tl 01 me from seeret fanlts!
And what 1 now purpose, in following ou*
the train of thought here suggested, is ¥
point out to you a few of the causes ©
cousiderations which serve to explain .d"’
sclf-ignorance of the erring and sinful mind

I. One reason why the sinful man do®®
not “understand his errors” is— That §t*
can be truly measured only when it is 7€
sisted. It is impossible to estinate D%
strength of the principle of evil in the 50“0
till we begin to struggle with it; and th
careless or sinful man—the man who,
supposition, is not striving with, but suc”
cumbing to sin, cannot know its torce.
long as evil reigns unopposed within b
soul, it will reigu, in a great degree, un®
served. So long as a man pussively 8%
thoughtlessly yields up his will to the sW2
of worldly principles or unholy desires an
habits, be is in no condition to m«vi":’ir
their intensity-—scarcely to discover th
existence. For in this, as in many O¥




