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acquired the habit of reading, and spent mnuch of his leisure tiae in the
favorite exercise. Works of poetry and religion were those that chiefy
attracted his attention. The practice ever proved to him a present sourde
of rich solace and enjoyment ; and laid, doubtless, broad and deep the
foundations of that large practical wisdom which he ovinced in every
department of his useful life. Throuigh this nuc lionored instrunentality,
accompanied by the blessing of God, he soon became the subject of deep
religious conviction. After a sharp, and somewhat protracted, but not un-
comnon atriggle, he yielded his heart to the truth as it is in Christ, became
henceforth a diiigent student of the word of life, an ardent lover of good
men, and a happy experiencer of that hcavenly, converting grace which
cones alone froma Hii, through the effective agency of the H4oly Spirit.
Specialhy didthis Spirit of truc Godliness, early inbibed, improve, ripoi,
and enlarge the qualities of hig mind and heart. As lie advanced in life,
lie seemed to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, tilt he attained, in no mean degree, unto the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ. What a dignitied maturity it constitutes in
the muan of God, and how eninently does it qualify him for occupying,
with honor and advantage, every position, whiîether in the Church or the
world.

In the 21st year of his age, ho left the land of his nativity, and sailed
for New York. Here, after four years, he contracted a very happy marriage
with Miss Margaret Frane, also fromn the sane shire in Scotland, wlho still
survives hi, with sevea grown-up children, to mourni their sad loss. May
the mnighty God of Jacob prove a husband to the afflicted vidov, and a
father to the fatherless, and graciously afford 1then all the truc and heaven-
gifted consolation which they severaliy need under their heavy bereavement.
After a few more yearsof theirearlynarried life, spent in the neighborhood
of the now thriving city of Rochester, in 1833, with thr e children, they
moved into the Tuwnship of Mono. It was thon just beginning to be
settled. Here, amid the wilds of a Canadian forest, they made their abode,
and reared tlicr finiily. Here, ton, under the trials and privations of an
early settlement in the backwoods, began to be displayed those nanly,
geaerous, and active, christian qualities whicl Mr. Laidlaw so largely pos-
sesed, which, while he lived, obtained for hiiso mnuclloving respect; ad
now that he is dead, call forth much deep sorrow and uneigned regret from
a large circle of acquaintauces. The feilt destitution amiong the settlers of
the prenius blessings of sound religious instruction for themnselves, aud
the suustaniial advantages of a solid secular education for their youtli, called
forlti on their part no lile anxious solicitude aud persevering effort. In
this crisis, Mr. Laidlaw appeared, braced hinself muaniiully to the work,
and proved invaluiabLe in ttenpts to mould the character, amcliorate the
condition, antd improve the moraLs of the little colony. in the absence of
other laborers, le 1eîid prayc meetings froum ouse to.u1se. aud cased nlot
ii aniy way to a iv.ae- Lae best interests of thU people. The year after his
entra.e ti the bush, he generrousily gave a site for school-house and soon
alter, by the umite t skil and energy of the litle band or huxsy workers., the
1og bailding was raised-the iirst erected aid openel in the Township.
About tue >.ie tinie, a frauie buildiunr was c»nructel anil delicate.d to the
wVouIip, of the living G.!, enititled darns' Ubur:h, in lonor of one or the
mais. di.mui.het mssionarie in1 an1aa. Stilt later, a cmîfortab!e re-i-
deunce lor une mnunîîster of the zanîctu try, aid j ust besIde it. FIor bath, Mr.
liai.lasv gîxe·the site, and tiree acres of land attachel. Over tlhi first
Presby ternan cougregation in Mono, lie, (along with tvo otlhers) in the year
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