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THE sPECIAT. QUEsTIONs which have
been wranged for discusmon in the
Ifealth Section at the next Social Science
Cungress, which is to be held at Birming-
ham on September 17-24. are: (1) What ix
the best method of dealing with (a) town
sewage, (0) the products of houre and
street scanvenging, and (¢) the products
of combustion ? (2) What are the lbest
means, legislative or other, of securing
those improvements in the dwellings of
the poor which are essential 1o the
welfare of the commaunity ? (3) How far
may the average death-rate of a popula-
tion be considered an efficient test of its
sanitary condition; and by what means
an the high death-rate of children be
reduced ?

MEDPICO-LEGAL—SEWER Gar.—That pro-

lific cause of descase, sewer-gas, is one of

the hardest things to discover in a house
by a saperficial examination, and the
cases are increasing where a tenant tries

" ta escape payment of rent because of this

defect. The law, however, is usually on
the side of' the landlcrd. to the extent
that he is under no oblligation in the
matter, except where he makes 1epresen-
tlations that are false.  According to the
Phitalelphia  Medieal Times, however, a
recent ca 3 ina New York court estab-
lishes the .ule that, iff the tenant says he
daes not care t¢ exmine tne house, but
will rely upon the landlord’s statement
that it is in good order, and sewer-gas is
subsequently discovered, the house can
be abandoned and rent cannot be col-
lected.

IN TRE MORTATITY sTATIsTCS Of the
large cities in Great Britain the Regis-
trar  General has initiated a great
improvement. Hitherte only the death-
rate for the last week was given, but
henceforward the death-rate in each of
the three preceeding weeks will be added,
so that by a simple calculation the aver-
age for the month may be obtaiuned.
This will lessen the liability to error from
causes interfering with the registration
of deaths, which are much more likely
to make themselves felt in a smali
population than in a large one. A single
week’s mortality Jreturn gives little real
information as to the health of a town.

Fiest atp 10 THE INJURED.—I[n many
cities there ave societies for giving omrly
aid to persons who are acecidently or
suddenly injured. One has long been in
existence in lLondon, Eng., and one was
formed in New York two or thee years
ago. It issaid that in many other cities
people are following the good example
and organizing such societics. They teach
“what should be done in emergencies
when there is no physician at band, when
we must ourselves either do something
instantly or stand helplessly by and see
a4 man suffer the agouy of a broken limb
or suffocate, or bleed to death, simply
because we do not know how to help
him.” In New York the society's in-
struction is of the most practical charac-
ter. Itis given by means of lectures, ac-
companied by illustrations, a - subject”
being present at each lecture, the pupils
being furnished with the Hand-book of
First Aud to the Injured, published by the
society. More than one thousand lec-
tures have been delivered in New York
city alone by well known physicians.

Ar rug Heavra Exmieimion in Lon-
den last week was given a conversazione,
which it is said the many thousands who
were present will not readily forget.
The scene in the gardens with the myriad
many coloured lights, the plash and
glitter of the fountains, the strains of the
bands, and the c¢rowds moving about
under the vrees, was as exceptional a one
in this conatry as the evening was excep-
tional. Everyone was there, though not
perhaps in the sense in which thas phrase
is used in the Society journals. There
was genjus somewhere at work in the
organisation of the féte, which has dis-
tinctly given Hygeia a lift up in the
estimation of many. WNext month we
shall give a description of things in the
exhibition.

Tae Latest Novery in New Yorx
City is paper soap, for travelers. Sheets
of paper, coated with soap, are put up in
the form of a small book of about thrce
inches square. There are fifty soap
sheets in each book, costing in the aggre-
gate about as much as an ordinary cake
of'soap.



