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fourths oft fli ailures. It was also the operation ot choice inl, e
three-fourths ot the successes, there being but seven points dfeec
in the actual percentages.

The question at once suggests itself, Would the percentage of fail-
ures have been less than 85.2</ý(, and the percenlage uf suceesstes gre*ýatr
Ihan 78.3%7, had cholecystectomv been the operation of ehoico in thle
same nuinher of cases as wvas cholecystoslomy? l Entil a 8111fiojonit 1111111
ber of eholecystectomies has been done and sufficient tiine has lpd
lu allow of a Ihorougli study of end resuits, this question must rormin
sub judice. The operative xnortality of the two operations wou]d h
lu bie considered in aIly cumparison of ultimate resuits since il is geii-
erally agreed that the irumediate risk is two to three-told gr Me i
removal than in simple drainage of the gall-bladde~r. But whenl wo
add lu this the mortality of the secondary operations perforinui atît
cholecystostomy, the numbor of whichi is uldonbtedly greateri fthan afrtr
choleeystectomy, there is probabIy little to choose from ini respwet )F
the moralily rate between the lwo. The probabulities are, liowv er.
in the light of wider experionce and tuiler knowledge. that if be ttvr
judgnient is used in deciding whieh gall-bladder had botter lie rernvd
and which had better bie drained, and if greaIer care is exereised in
carrying. ont the various stops of the operation and the ps-prîv
treatinjunl, there wvill arise a niid-path whieh wilI at ail limies ho openl
lu the well-balaneed, lhoughtful surgeun and which will kitd lu a deý
creased xnortality rate and a Iowering of the perentage of unusaîis,;tory
resuits.

This paper is based largely upon observations and ipesol
gained froin personal experience and trom a study ofthIbs grouip of
cases. Extcnded statistical tables have been purposely oînitted. [ av
not altempted lu mako an exhaustive review of the lIlerature ut it
subjeci, but have made full use . in varions wvays, of the inaterial azid
observations of other writers upon Ihis subjeet, espeeially those of
Mayo, Gerster, Ochsner, Crule, Moynihan, Robson, Kehr, Deaver, lZiedel
and others. Il is apparent thal our more or Iess natisfactory experi-
once bas nul been unique, because in the last few years inedical litera-
turc abounds in articles that have bo do with surgery of the gali du(-l-s,
Ilirougli many ut which Ihere runs a very evîdent voin ut dissatiSf1a..
lion with the resuits Ihat have been obtained. Ail observers report a
relatively high percentage ot unsatistactory resuits trom these opera-
lons. These percentages vary in the hands uf different uperators, but
the average of lhem ail is relatively higli, estimated by Kehr as about
15%. 'They also vary according lu the pathological conditions for whieh
the operation was performed and the particular operative procedure


