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majority of you, let us hope, is reserved the happiest and most useful
lot given to man—to become vigorous, whole-souled, intelligent general
practitiovers.

It seems a bounden duty on such an occassion to be honest and
frank, so I propose to tell you the secret of life as I have seen the game
played, and as I have tried to play it myself. You remember in one of
the Jungle Stories that when Mowgli wished to be avenged on the Vil-
lagers he could only get the help of Hathi and his sons by sending themn
the master-word. This I propose to give you in the hope, yes, in the
full assurance, that some of you at least will lay hold upon it tv your
profit. Though a little one, the master-word looms large in meaning.
It is the open sesame to every portal, the great equalizer in the world.
the true philosopher’s stone which transmutes all the base metal of
humanity into gold. The stupid man among you it will make bright,
the bright man brilliant and the brillient student steady. With the
magic word in your heart all things are possible,and without it all study
is vanity and vexation. The miracles of life are with it ; the blind see
by touch, the deaf hear with eyes, the dumb speak with fingers. To the
youth it brings hope, to the middle-aged confidence, to the aged repose.
True balm of hurt minds, in its presence the heart of the sorrowful is
lightened and consoled. It is directly responmsible for all advancesin
medicine during the past twenty-five centuries. Laying hold upon it, Hip-
pocrates made observation and science the warp and woof of our art.
Galen so read its meaning that fifteen centuries stopped thinking and
slept until awakened by the De Fabrica of Vesalius, which is the very
incarnation of the master-word With its inspiration Harvey gave an
impulse to a larger circulation than he wot of, an impulse which we feel
to-day. Hunter sounded all its heights and depths, and stands out in
our history as one of the great exemplars of its virtues. With it Vir-
chow smote the rock and the waters of progress gushed out ; while in
the hands of Pasteur it proved a very talisman to open to us a new
heaven in medicine and a new earth in surgery. Not only has it been
the touchstcne of progress, but is is the measure of success in every day
life. Not a man before you but is beholden to it for his position here,
while he who addresses you has that honor directly in consequence of
having had it graven on his heart when he was as you are to-day. And
the Master-word is Work. a little one, as I have said, but fraught with
momentous sequences if you can but write it on the tables of your heart,
and bind it upon your fore-heads. But there is a serious difficulty in
getting you to understand the paramount importance of the work-habit
as part of your organization. You are not far from the Tom Sawyer
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