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The Nephro-Toxic Action of Flesh-Meat.

Linossier lias recently reported to the Académie de Médecine
de Paris some interesting experifhents witl regard to the nephro-
tosie action of various ineats. By subeutaneous injection of an
aqueous extract of hashed ineat lie has been able to produce
albuminuria in rabbits and guinea-pigs. The minimum dose
necessary to cause this condition is very variable even when the
saine kind of meat is used to prepare the extraet, a fact whicli
nust be attributed as niuch to a difference in the renal resist-
ance of various animals as to variations in the toxicity of the
meat. Albuminuria appears very quickly after the injection,
and only iasts a few hours. It is impossible to cause a typical
epithelial nephritis or a permanent albuminuria, even withl
repeated injeetions, the animal always dying with marked symp-
toms of anaphylaxis before such a condition is reached. After
contact with natural or artificial gastrie juice for two hours the
nephro-toxie aetion of the meat extraets is destroyed, but contact
with alkaline solutions docs not produce this effect. It would
therefore seen that the action of the fluid extract is not due to
the extractives eontained in the menat, since these are unaffeeted
by gastrie juice, but to an inlierent property of the albuminous
material itself. It is probable that man acquires toleration to
hie toxie action of mueat, but this does not neanm that heavy mîeals
can be habitually indulged in with impunity. The accidentai
and excessive use of meat by a vegetarian would probably be
productive of harm, but it is fair to suppose that -regular and
properly graduated nmat diet would be beneficial to a. neplritie.
-- T he 1lospital.

Von Pirquet's Reaction in Lupus.

This reaction lias not proved very satisfactory in the diag-
nosis of visceral tubereulosis. G. Define (Giorn. Inerunaz. d. Sci.
Med.), has tried it in a numî'ber of chlronie skin diseases and finds
it more satisfactory. The reaction was positive in all of 50
patients viti lupus; in 1 of cutancous tuberculoma, 1 of cry-
thenia iris, 1 of psoriasis, 1 of vitiligio, and 3 out of 23 cases of
syphilis. If the positive reaction is mild, it takes the fori of a
papule appearing in twenty-four to thirty-six hours and vanish-
ing afte.r ten or twelve days. When it is more narked there is
oedenia. round I.he papule, at a maximmin, on the second or third
day, and the papule disappears in fifteen or twenty days. When
the reaction is severe a phlyeteiule appears, rupturing in a few
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