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may use the term, in the selection of its places of vxsm-
. tion, yet careful observatxon has disclosed many cucumo
- stances whlch favour its development and’ knowmg

these, we may have it in our power to diminish-its ma-
hgmty and to restnct the number ‘of its attacl\s.

The d:bba~e is Ly no means ‘one of ree eut nngln
The descrlpuon of a disease of an analogous character,
if not identically the same, has been described in a Hin.
doo. work of great antiquity 3 and between the years 1629

j,and 1781, repeated epldemlcq of a disease approach-

B ingin its character to Algide or Asiatic cholera, have ‘been

described as having visited India and Hlndo~tan. In

*the latter year the dxaeace fatally visited Ganjan, a
ity of Hmdo&(an, situated on the Bay of. Bengal, and

debtroved in this and other’ utaes,m a shnrt penod of
time, 30, 000 negmes,and 8000 of the white population:
Whatever may have been the origin ol' the disease in
those days, its ravages were of a local chara(,tel and|.

. although it muat have prevailed epudemxcallv,)et we
~ have no account ‘of its having travelled beyond the

" diie to the more: restricted
“which then existed.
the’ solitary exception- of an cpldemu, of this disease
" which _prevailed throughout Europe - towalda the close

countries speclﬁed This may very possibly have been
international intercourse
One 1hmo is certain, that with

o the seventeenth century, it has restricted  its rava-

‘ges to the countries . specified, prevaxhng in them' at
: dnﬁ'erent times and different places, with marks occasion-
) alIy of 'a sporadxc, at other times' of ; an epulemso
‘chara(.ter, and continued 'to do so 'till the memorable

year 1817, when'it m.lm(ested itself in Jessore, a city

+ of British India situated .on the Delta of the Ganuea,
. whence it spread like a destroying angel, to the wuth

,fnorth east and the west, proving equally fatal and

R mahgnant everywhene, and unchecked in its career,
“either by the. severity ' of winter, or the expanse of the
* !Atlantic ocean, only ceased its ravages on the confines of
' mvxluatxon in 'this Hemxsphere.

‘During this permd of

" fileen’ years, its march appe'lred to be u steady and an

' onward Lone.

“In 1819, it penetrated to its most south-

. erly point, mvadmg the Maurltlua, in 20° south l.mtude

in 1817.
j‘:!O\vn sntuated near the mouth of the Indus.

- In 1829, it reached Avrchangel, on the Wlnte Sea, i in 64°
u‘north lamude
 hay,
lo gltude 125°, which it invaded in 1841; ; and its most
< esterly, St. Loum, Mms., in 183 ,sxtuated in .1bout 90°

the most easterly dm.ut\on of \Vhl(,h we

have account was the Philippine Ialanda, mtualed in’ cast

“iofweS‘ longitude ;' thus ranning -over,” during the years
x—g‘pemﬁed no les» than 84° of latitude, and 215° of longi-
' tude.; ‘Such was the dlbease which ongmn(ed at Jessore

In 1845-6, it again broke out'at Curachee, a
Dunng the

last’ ‘and the present year, 1! has’ visited the prmcxpal

kingdoms of Lurope, with a rapidity seven fold more
qm(k, and the Listory of its wc:.tward ]’)l‘OgI‘Ebb, xs an’
Oi)Jebt ol mteuse amnet) )

T A caref'ul examm tion ofa]l thc eﬂdence wnh refex.
ence to the origin and progress of the cholera, dlscloses
this |mpotht f'a.ct, that'a humul atmogphere, wet and
sultry weather, and. mfushy snuatmm, are pecuhally
adapted to its developmeut. Excepuons will undoubt- -
edly be ﬁmnd to the complcte truthfulness of this: ob-
servation, but in its main features the observation will
hold good, and ‘may be safely acknowled'red asa rlﬂe-:,
In [817, the' summer ‘was a peoulmly rainy one at
Jessore,'and the city itself is surrounded by marshes.
In 1846, Dr. Thom, of the 86th Regt., stauoned at,
Cuxabhcc, observes that “ the thermometer blOOd at
from 98 deg. to 104 deg. Fahrenhelt and the quantxly’
of moisture was greates than 1 eversaw in any part of
the world, at any season, the dew pomt bemrr at 83
dev., and the thermometcr in the s‘mde bemg at 90

ldev the lowest range; even this g:ves 12 19 grains of
vapour in each' cubic foot of air,” and he further shows

that the quantity -of Tain. ‘which fell " was unusmlly3
great. When the cpxdemnc 1aged in. Burmah .Dr-
Parke o‘)scr\ec, ¢ during its progress; 1t attacked‘
chiefly or exclusively the towns and v;llan'es situated
in low and marsby piaces, on tbe banks' of rivers and
shores of the sea.”” ' In India and Hindostan, it was

|observed to pxevul most ﬁ'equumly with southerly. or

eaeterly wmds, which favoured mmsture, and as-a ge-"
neml rule, we inay observe, that this e\ceaswe moisture
was either a prelude to, or an accessory Of lts -appear-,
ance, as witnessed by Dr. Pmut,durmo‘ its emstence in
England, in 1831-2; and, whuever it has prevalled
this fact is notorious, that the most marshy situations,

> the" worst drained localities, have been especially se~

lected as thesites of its gxeatest virulence. ‘Whether
all this induces a cause of malarial origin,. “of elec- ‘
trical atmospheric - d:stmhances, or whether this stale

of the atmosphere predisposes to, the, rrencratmn of
'xmmalculm or fungoid causes of'the dlsease, is.a mat-

ter of little  moment, as regards t.he lesson. obvnously ﬁ
taught. Although excepﬂons are to be found of' its -
prevalence in; dry and arid’ s;tuau(ms, yet they . are"
too few to, mvahdate the abovc pouuon as the. mle.

Of wlmt nature socvm be the cxcmnv cause of' lhls‘ ‘
rhsc%e, ‘md thure has becn no \mnt ol speou]atlon on
this. pomt, its mode of propdmtlon is a. questlon of
at least as great, if not greaier, unportance. Does the
aldiscase’ pr opagate itself by contagion, or is'it a snmple‘ ‘
epxdemxc of a non- coma«rlous char acter? The medl- ‘



