
248 DR. SUTHERLAND'S INTRODUCTORY LECTURE.

upon. our operations with solicitude and apprehension; for we distrusted
our powers and dreaded the succeus of iuperfect and immatured plans:
it is not for us to say in what manner our task was accomplished;
but we declare that the result lias exceeded our fondest hopes. If not
brilliant, our lectures were at least conducive to instruction; for some of
you, towards the close and after the termination of the session passed
examinations creditable to yourselv.es and sati4actory to us. If onr efforts
did not rival those of other., they established for us at least a name
for industry aad perseverance. In our first course, we came before you
almost literally unprepared; and as to mine own particular branch, ip which
viaterial is so requisite, I was, de facto, destitute of nearly every description
.of apparatus; yet we progrebsed and cuipleted a course of eighty lectures.
This year we begin under far less unfavoiurable auspices, and the, advantages
we offer are of a less liniited character. In the inte-val since our
separation, we have inade every exertion tu bring our Sehool into a condition
whereby it will no longer be termed a "pseudo" attempt. We have taken
commodious premises, by which mure comfort will be obtained ; we have
made up froin our individual books a library of upwards of one tho,.sand
volumes; we have, too, an embryo museu,-towards the forming of which,
the preparations of Dr. II. Nelson, your Lecturer on Anatomy, together vith
those of Dr. Crawford, ha% e chiefly contributed ; we have a complete chemi-
cal apparatus, and a large nunber of platcs, coloured and lithographed, of
various morbid conditionb. With all these additions and means, wc may now
say, that we have fairly entered the arena-of competition let it be called-
but it will be one of honourable and. justifiable endeavour, if not to excel,
(that could scarcely be possible,) at least to -qual our rihals in science.

To attempt to rear a new Medical School in the very stronghold of an In-
stitution which was established by sone of the ablest inen w hich this country
has produced,-the greater part of whun arc, alat' now nunbered with the
dead !-an Institution which bas flouribhed for nany 3 cars, and lias taken
such deep root in the popular sou, that itb decrees have assumed a species of
patriarchal-I was about saying a hiicrarthal-authority in the land :-whose
influence has been se 0 ide-spreading, that its opinions have bren deemed
infallible; a school, incorporate, connected n ith a Universitv,-endowed ;-
I say that such an attempt must be adintted as bcing one of no ordinary
magnitude. We have passed the ordeal, and we assume no illegitimate, spirit
of prophecy, when we declare our moral conviction-drawn from our know-
ledge of events, that, iii a very few 3 cars, our College will not yicld to any
other, either in the superiority of the education promised, or of the qualifica-
tions which its students may therefrom derive.

I said sone tine past, that the study of Chemistry was indispensably
necessary to a thorougli knowledge of y our profession: its laws are almost of
universal application, and the objects comprehended, within its soiere enbrace
all substances composing the globe. Chernistry, as other sciences, has had
its hour of darkness, and its day of glory,-at une time confined to a few, its
then known laws mystified, and their results made subservient to charlatanic
purposes and pseudo-medical agents; at another, considered as all powerful
and capable of resolving every genus of problems connected with disease and
health. Even the %isionary ideas of the Chenists, par excellence, have con-
tributed to our stock of knowledge,-from error we have derived arguments
of truth, and, the ardent pursuit, after the philosopher's stone and the clixir
vite, bas added to our stores. Very shortly after this time we find Chemistry
studied-on some standard of firmness ; Boyle, Priestly, &c. &c. lent their aid
and gave it an impulse whicli has since increased and matured, tili, in our days,
we have intellects as bright, and names as great and glorious, in this de-
partment of science, as that of him who lias given us the system of the ila-
netary spheres. It is not, however, my intention to give a history of Che-
mistry,-it woull be tedious and unprofitable.

To the plysician-to the natural philosopher-to the agriculturist-to.tbe


