
SELECTIONS.

indispensable. It is the first step towards operative surgerv,
but it is noq t operatiiig. For instruction in the living art of

surgery. atteidance in the operating theatre is of littie

ranue. The student sees littie, and that little with unin-

structed evvs. The student of surgery is just as likely to
learn lis art simply by attendane in the operating theatre
as i the student of the violin to become a true artist simply.
liv going to concerts. In both cases' to learn the art the
studenit must work at it to attain to the highest degree of
excellenice hie iiust work under a master.

If tiei the art of surgery is to be perfectly tarht, it

inuust J e tagiht to the vounIfg surgeon actually operatiig
And lere is our tirst diftieulty. We cannot teach the art
to unqualified ien students are not perimitted to operate.
We iust. begiu our teaching after the student is qualified.
As thingis are at present this is not easy. Our pupil of
vesterday is our colleague of to-day when qualitied he is
suppoisvd to lie our equal and therefore above our critceismu.
It is difficult to imagine a skilled senior in the operating
theatre calling attention to the faulty methods of his young
colleagues : it is impossible t4 conceive him pushing him
asie and showing him ihow to do it. And vet, if the living
art is t lie taught at ail, this personal way is the only
way. Why should the younig surgeon more than any
other v ungr artist fear tuition in the operating theatre ?

Possibly'the presence Cf VoUng students, uf wiomn lie is

proalyh a teacher. w-ould be a chief objection. . Then, if
the humiilit- of himîî wlou' truly seeks after knowledge is
not fort hc.omîinir, must the young students be excluded

from oiperations at which open instruction is given to voung
Surgeons. And it resolves itself intu this, that the master
lias a few qualified piipils. and is preseut at the operations
if these few. He guides them in their work : lie points
out fauIlt methods :he advises and. perhaps, sssists ; and
tins lie does in the presence of all his pupils.

As a imatter of fact I doubt if the young surgeon would
fear tuition in public, if such tuition were given honestly
and courteuusly bw a nmui whom le could look up to as a


