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nîining operiations ; whiole mouintain sides are îîow kept bare of any
vegetation whatever by snoiv slides. In the more shieltered portions
and on the plateaus a scanty gro*vth of deciduous trees and slirubbery
lias replaced the conifers ; thousands of sheep, which are driven throughi
the canyons up the miountain, make annually a coniplete sweep of the
alp)ine and subalpine lower lplants. It is no wvonder under these circumn-
stances that species peculiar to these mountains are nowv but few ini
number and rare in speciniens, and that there is an undue proportion of
s'Pecie3 wvhich are evidently immiiigrants fromn other regions. Along the
base of the niountains irrigation and cultivation have effected a stili miore
radical change and utterly exterininated tie native flora and fauna. Even
along the old wvater courses within the irrigyated districts the insects hiave
disappeared. Siiiar conditions prevail ail over the W~est ; iii the South-
ivest irrigation and sheep, and in the Northwvest the axe of the luniber-
mni, and forest fires are liard and fast at work destroying the original
flora and fauna. 0f course, there are iii the West ïnany square miles
of virgin grotnnd left, but if we are desirous of preserving a record of the
original fauna, tliere is îîeed, as I said, of a speedy exploration.

Thiere is still very little known of Uic Coleopterous fauina of Lowver
California and finore especially of tie tropical part of this; peninsula.
I-ow large a p)roportionl of thc Coleoptera of A'ilaska lias been described,
or is at least available for study in our cabinets I do xîot know, but
judg>ing fromn Uic fact that: tie Swedishi \Vega expedition broughit honme
froni tic northwest coast quite a number of species prcviously unknown,
I presunie ilhat much still remains to be investigated in tie wvestern part
of Alaska and iii the interior.

In the country east of the Rocky M\ounitainis the progress of exploration
lias of course been much more îliorough thianiil the newver wvest. Siiîce
tic formation of this Club the faunas of Texas and Florida, liitherto but
imiperfeccly knowvn, have yieldcd a large numnber of new fornîs ; tie White
Mouniains of Newv Hanmpshire have been very carefuilly explored, and
this niountain range is the only one iii North America wvlich may bc said
to be thoroughly investigated, not on]l, iu regard to Colcoptera, but also
some otlier orders. Besides ibis a large aniount of very carefuil
collecting lias been done at. maiiy points within Uic Northern, Middle and
WVestern States witil a Uîorougliness wliich 'vas utterly unknown to the
coleopterists of thirty yeirs ago, and wvhici lias, I fear, rcsulted, in somne
Ilstances, iu the c.;teriiiiii-tioii of a. fcw clioice speciçc5, At any rat-, it


