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they work so zealously for the promotion of this good cause—that
they, this day, rejoice in assisting to celebrate a festival whioch
announces true progress. : o

The right Revd. -prelate also remarked that he felt grateful, for the
inauguration of this' Normal School, feeling assured that it would be
attended by the most beneficial resulis, placed as it 1s under the
supervision and direction of men who deserve the confidence of
their fellow citizens,

The church must rejoice at such an event: far from being the
ennemy of science and of knowledge, she has always been the means
of advancing the one-and of diffusing the other. How could it be
otherwise? Did not her Divine Founder assume a human shape
expressly 1o bring light to the world? Is it not to the church that,
in the middle-nge, we owe the préscrvation of scienco and literature ?
Is she not the mother of modesn civilization? When the first pioneers
of Canada landed in this country, who accompanied, who led them,
but priests and missionaries ? ‘Their numbers have increased with
those of the population of the country ; they have visited
the remotest- parts - of this continent ; they are to be found every-
where, and: it 1s te them that - our leading men are indebted for the
education they have received in our colleges. I fact, they have
been for years, by themselves, the only li’:ody of teachers in this
country. Now that the government has:taken under its especial
care and patronage the great work of public instraction, the clergy
will not 'agandon that which they themselves originated. The great
sacrifices which the Seninary of Quebec are making for the estab-
lishment of the Laval Univérsity, is ample evidence of a very diffe-
rent feeling on their part. Besides, when, thirty gears ago, the
legislature enacted our first laws on olementary edacation, the
clergy lent their assistance promptly and efficiently - to the difficult
and somewhat dangerous task-of carrying itout. ‘They have been

amply repaid by the results since, notwithstanding whatmay be said.

to the contrary by men who dre much inclined to revile theircountry
and praise what 1s done elsewhere, our education, and, above all, our
moral educalion, can compare favorably withthat of any other popu-
lation. And who will deny that moral education is the very basis
of society 2

The_clergy camnot see but with intense pleasure the opening of
this school : the only thing we fear is education.-vithout religion and
without morality. It is not because the clergy fear knowledge and
gmprovement that they are opposed to the -so called non-sectarian
schiools § it is because the results of such a system have been fearful
in all countries -that have tried it. But as this Normal School is
cstablished on the well avowed principle that religion must: be the
basis of education, we,; for our part, -are glad to cooperate in this
areat work. Let, then, this undentaking be:i)lessed; let it be blessed
n its fo;mder,'let it be blessed iit its director, in its professors, in
its pupils.

isphonor the Mayor of Quebec, Dr. Morin, having been called
upon, said that he had come there more asa pupit than as ateacher;
and that in reality he had learnt’ a great deal from “the two former
speakers. As the head of the muniéipal body, he had to thank the
honorable Superintetident for*the praise he had given them. The
Councillors do not, however, mean to boast of having done more than
their duty, 1 taising the school grant ;-all they regretted was that
the ressources of the: corporation did not allow them to do more.
(Loud cheers). Asan old inhabitant of Quebec, 1ot yet the oldest
inhabitant (laughter and cheers,) he would -bear evidence to all
that had been said of the Seminary of Quebec. He can remembera
time ‘when ‘thera was .at Quebec but two good schools: the
Seminaryand Mr, Wilkie’s. He was intimately acquawmied with the
two reverend gentlemsn whose nameshavejustb enmentioned, Mr.
Holmes and Mr. Demers; and he does not b:lieve that there has
been any exaggeration in the praise giventhem. Before Mr. Demers,
he had konown Mrc. Robert and other venerable members of that
institation, among whom ha2 must name one of his dearest friends, a
man of very great activity and energy : the Jate and lamented Mr
Parent.  Apait from all the good work that has been done in the
cause of edycation by the S:minary of ‘Quebed, ha does not forget
all that has been achieved by the Roman Catliclic clergy, who have,
besides, created the seminaries of Nicolet, of Sainte Anne,ana many
other colleges and schools.

He also believes that the efforts of ths late Mr.Wilkic, who taught
for 50 many years quite closo to the building where he was now
speaking, ought to bs notic:d, and e was happy tosay that some of
the pupils of that worthy teacher had Jately erected a monument
over his grave. (Loudcheersy = -

He, for his part, had the most che:rful expectlations in regard to
this normal school. Through that institution and through the teachers
which it will train, education will be broughit 10 every man’s door.
The French Canadiaus, with education, will be equal to any kind of

improvement ; for he might say, that a population more gifted
with natural talent could not easily be found. He then told a
humorous anecdote of a phrenologist, a friend of his, who visited
Quebec a few years ago, antt was quite enraptured with the phreno-
logical developments he noticed generally.  He went to the coun-
try 1o see whether the people there were as well gifted as those m
the town, and he was quite pleased tith the results of his observa-
tions. Then, smid the Doctor, all we have to do isto work out, through
education, all the good qualities and natural ahbities which exist 1
all those fine heads. (Cheers and laughter.)

After the Mayor of Quebee, the Revd. Mr. Horan, principal of the
Laval Normal School rose, and delivered the folowmg address :—

Gentlemen,

Among the various subjects which occupy and engross public
attention, there is one, which, on account of its paramount nnpor-
tauce, demands special cousideration. This is the cducation of
youth—a subject deserving all our solicitude, and one towards
which should tend all our thoughts, because, upon the education of
our youth will depend the future of sur country 3 because, this future
will be either prosperous or the reverse, according as this education
shall have been well or badly directed.

It has been truly remarked, that education is the mould m which
society is shaped.  Is it, then, astonishing, 15 it not on the contrary
reasonable that we should endeavour to improve popular education,
and so to direct it, that it may produce beneficial results? 1f it be
true, and it undoubtedly is so, that a nation is continually recruited
by the generations which renew its schools, in the same manner as
the ocean is fed by the rivers which flow into it their tributary
waters, is it not the duty of every man who really and wruly loves
his country, to use his utmost endeavors to ensure its welfare, by
procuring for its youth a good and solid education ?

But the question is, how are these importunt results to be arrived
at? How ussure for Canada so desirable a boon 2 what means will
be the most efficacious for accomplishing such a blessing? Onthis
point, gentlemen, opinion is much divided. Some are of opinion
that the welfare of a people consists in agriculture, when brought to
such perfection as to render productive the most stenile soils, and
which, while it “ices a natton beyond the reach of famumne, still
retains for it its primitive simple tastes and habits; others,again,place
anation’s pros- rity in the extension of commerce and manufactures.
Happy, say they, is the nation that can sec its flag extended to the
wind in the most distant scas bartering for those unheard of riches
which excite the envy of neighbouring stutes. Yes; happy is the nation
which produces, within its own limits, the wonders of industry and
art. Behold the mountains levelled, the rocks pierced through, the
valleys covered with works and mamfactories, milroads traversing
the country in every direction, the electric fluid subjected to the will
of man for the purpose of conveying his ideas with lightning speed.
Industry and art, in tlie minds of some, constitnte the first step
towards the happiness of mankind. -

And now, gentlemen, with such sentiments before us, what shall
we suy ? Here is what we shall say; < Happy the people who,
besides these material advantages which weare far from despismg;
you way rest assured, on the contrary, we appreciate and esteem
them highly, recognising all their importance s happy, we shall say,
the people who to these matemal advantages have added another
source of solid and permanent prosperity.

Happy the people who have secured for all classes of the com-
munily a fair and honest system of public instruction, one that will
impart to all, habits of fililal veneration, of obedience 1o the laws, of
mtegrity and honesty in all the transactions of life; m one word,
ha{) y those among whom the Loni may be said 10 be their master?

&c must, therefore, from one end of Canada to the other, confide
the education of children to such teachers as will have been per-
fectly trained and educated for that noble purpose aud to no othets.
We must also confess that the gentleman who is now at the hiead of
the department of public instruction, who, by his persevering eflorts,
has succeeded in conferming to the country the many advantages to
be derived from Normal $chools, deserves a great deal from public
gratitude. In the remarkable speech which Tic has just now deli-
vered, the honorable gentleman has alluded to many an interesting
incident of our past history ; but I must remind_him that there is
also such a thing as our future history, which will record this great
cevent, and with it, haad over his name to pasterity.

In this iustitution, the pupil-icachers will learn with especial care
theirlanguage and the English language, arithmetic, mathematics,
the laws of natura! philosophy and of natural lustory, throngh which
God rales over this wide and admirable universe. 1 am happy to
siate that we are provided with all the appara:ug and chemical pre-
parations require(F for a fair investigation of those rules.
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