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tics, hie found thern etmeriding their nets ; and he said uto tliei, -"riol-
Iow me, and I ivili malte you, fishers of men." He toout themn away from,
their menid and worldiy occupations, and set themn to, the task of winnirig
seuls. And that the Aposties thcmsuives regarded the preaching of the
gospel as their main employrnent, is abundently evident. They appointed
deacons. expressiy that they might degive themselves to the Word and
prayer;"I and. soys Paul,' the chiefest of the Aposties, --Christ sent me,
flot te baptize., but te preaeh the gospel." The prelates dlaim the honour
of being successors of the Aposies. If they are, they have succeeded te
any thing but the work and business of the Aposties. Vie deny that they
are the successors of the Apostles ini any sense of the term; but if an
apostie means one that is sent, and if the embassy un vhich, the disciples
w'ore sent %vas te preach the gospel, it is a piece of very high presumption
for a set of mon to clijn 'ho titie of their successors. %vho seidom or nover
do their ivork, and who dlaim it on the groumd that their proper business
is, mlot to preach the gospel, but te govern the clergy.

We know it ivili be said that the Aposties were superior te, presbyters.
und yet were theinselves presbyters too. (1 Pet. v. 1 ; 2 John i.) Te
this it might he sufficient te repiy, that though the Aposties rnight Cal]
themselves presbyters, taking that'phrase in a large or loose sense for any
church-officor. ns the general of an armny may be called a soîdior, yet,
formally speaking, they ivere not preshytors but extraordinary officers.
Besicles, grantring that the office of preshyter was virtually, though nos for-
mally, included ur.dcr thot of apostles, they having, as apostles. power te
act as presbyters,-it dos flot foiiow that the office of presbyter is indlu-
ded under that of a prelatical bishop, wvhich, as we have seen, is no office
at ail in Christ's bouse ; for ne lawful powver ean be included in an un-
lawful one. Bat we dony that an apostle and a preshyter are opposed te,
each other in Scripturc, as superior and inferior. There is net a title of
evidence te show that the Apostles ruled over constitutedl presbyters, as
the bishop rules over bis clergy ; on the contrary. sve have clear proof
that, whea the Apostles exercised judicative poivers in the assemblies of
the Church, they acted for the titne, not as A posties, but as fellow-pres-
byters. (Acts, xv.)

If we bo ask-ed,then, hn\v we -vindicate our Reformers for flot, re-orda-ining
thoso who had receîved nothrngr more than ordination by a prelate, we
,veuld aaswer, that their Ordination m. ight, bu held as volid, flot from any
intrinsic power conferred upon themn b y prelatical ordination, but front the
simple fàct of their su.bmission te the true Church of Christ, and being
received by bis ministers. By virtue of this reception, the ordination of
those porsons, which w'as forruerly irrogular and invalid, became vaid,-
for "«te the pure, ail things are pur.e."

This -ricw of the subject was obviously that which wns adopted by Our
.fathers at the early period of the Reformoation ia Scotinnd. Rew inform us
in his Hlistory, that '4 Mr Alexander Gordoni, commoalie calied l3ishop of
Galloway, making potition te ho Superintendent of Gallway, was refused,
bocause, &c.; whereby it is evident, that: by his Episcopacie, ho had vo place
in tkemrnizstrie, untU lie receiveiladmissionfroie the Gemerai .Qssembly. And

..at the same tymno, there ivas a genoral oct concluded, That ail ministers, thoy
.aise that cali themse]ves bishop,-, should be entered in to the ministrie accor-
.ding te the ordour sett devra in the Beok of Discipline anentthe admission of
minjstcrs, or cise tlzey slmould havene plac in that holy caling, I Agnin in the
Assembly of 1580, wve find it stated. that "1forsameile ns the office of a
bishep (as it's now used and commonlie t.iken within this reaim) hes ne
sure warrand, authoritie, or good ground out of the Scriptures of Cod, but
,s brought in by the foUlie and ceriuptien of Ldn'ds inventions, te the great


