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became ambitious to sleep at last
beside those whu hiad been su holy in
lire, or so, glorious in death. New
graves were excavated ini the already
crowded galleries and chambers, cut-
ting throug-h beautiful frescoes and
znutilzitiflg or wholly destroying costly
Pzinting5.

lien came successive deluges of
barbarian hordes swecping down ulon
the Roman capital during the fourth
and ifth centuries. The rude soldiery
recked littie for niere works of zit
t'and many a porphyry vase, or prace-
Il-ss statue was shivered by the bar-tatian battI-axe.' Even the dun
crypts of the caîacurnbs were entered
and stripped of their costly adornings,
and their graves ritlcd in search of
hidden treasure.

A newv elernent of destruction now
came int play. This wvas the whole-
sale translation of the bodies of the
saints froru the catacoabs to, the
churches of the city in order to, save
ihein froin the sacrilegious hands
of the barbarians. The practice
.gew. ht soon becamne essential to
the consecra tion of a church that it
àhould have martyrs' relics. Hence
arose a demand ; hence a trade uf
,upjp-y. The caiacomibs, the great
COTor-hou:ýe of the martyrrlics: ivere
nfled, and t heir contents carried t0
the four quaxters of the land.

Rübbed or their martyrs' rclics,
there wvas littie use for the protection
aind adomment, of the catacombs, and
ao, like sorne worked-out, mine, they
were gradually abandoned. A blighît
(cil un the plain bencath which thcy
had been dged, bringin- desolation
and pestilence inri s train, lIs former
in".aiants took refuge %Nithin diec
cihy's walls, and during the d.arknes
or the middle ages the catacombs
wcre almost forgottcn. The rains or
one thousand auturuns, and the frosts
of u>ne thousand winters crumibled thc

gaIreand causedl the roofs to, fall,
zrd muade them a fit bouse for the

owl and bat. During the fifteenth
century they were unknown, or known
only tu tie robber and conspirator.

'roiard the end of the sixteeîiîh
century a profounid sensation spread
throughout, the old city. It wab
reliurtcd mnat some labourers digging
on the Salarian way had corne sud-
deniv on an ancient cemeter. Rome
was astonish led tu find beneath lier
suburbs this long-concealed buriai
ground of lier former saints.

Exploration was at once coni-
menced. B3osio, of Maiwas the
Christopher Columbus of the Cata-
conîbs. Nuiierous travellers and
explorcrs followcd bis steps, and gave
the resuits of their researches tu the
world. But the truc founder of tlie
Iiistory of subterranean Rouie wvas
De Rossi, who lias thrown upon theni
ail the ligit that prodigious erudition
and faithful effort could thengie

Ne-xt followed «M. Roller, wh-3
conibined witlî erudition, t' strong
reason, historient feeling, and love
of truth."' His work, filted with
beautifut photograplis takzen in the
crYl)tS.b> nîaignesium liglît, is one of
excelitoiial valde. :nion- recent
writer-- the name of Rev. Dr. Wihrow,
Toronto, should be nîientioned. His
work, on which lias been expended
at vast amounit of labour, is one of
considerable nit, and brings into
piopular form a large fund of informa-
tion titi recently inaccessible to the
general reader.

Ilhc greatest interest or' the caia-
combs is flot tlie liglît they throw
upon the funerati custonîs of a perse-
cuted sect, nor the bond they pernit
us to establish beîweevcn the airt of tlie
beginning of our cra and that of the
nîîddle aires. The catacombs are,
above ;dl things, of inappreciable
value for tic information they give us
concerning e-arly Cïàristian beliefs.'

The belier in the re-surrection and
thc future flice are charactcnistics that
sharply distinguish the Christian
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