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are not the whole of Christianity in Japan, nor its only representatives,
The other Protestant bodies stand firmly by the faith once delivered to
the saints, and show no desire o widen their boundaries so as to include
men who do not hold the common cvangelical belief. During the year
past the leading men of the Nippon Kirisuto Kyokwai (Presbyterian
Reformed) strongly resented a punblic charge that they are untrue to thejr

creeq.
Prosrecrs Axp Provrems.—In State and Church prospects were never

fairer, nor problems more perplexing. The State has won victory and
complete independence. It has conquered a peace, and the first demand
is that the fleet be so increased that it may be invineible in Eastern seay,
It commands the future of Korea, and its wisest statesmen are perpleved
by the intricate difficuitics disclosed. It possesses Formosa, and finds
itsclf heir to many ills. It has shown its equality with the West, and
already the politics of Europe influence its destiny. It has accomplished
much, only to find itself forced to accomplish more. It has shown its
strength, and it has learned its dangers. Im all things it deserves our
sympathy and best wishes. If it demonstrate that an Eastern nation may
maintain itself, if it stop Occidental spoliation of the Orient, if it tesch
Europe to respect Asia, if through it the international law of Christendon
extend throughout the world, it will have rendered a service to the West
not second to its service to the East. Japan is said to desire a strong,
self-dependent, progressive Orient, and every Christian must say, Amen.

The Church has never had fairer prospects. It has had official recog-
nition, and that counts for much. Itisrepresentative of that spirit of Chrigt
which sll the nation has lionored in the work of the Society of the Red
Cross. Confucianism in its stronghold has been shown unable to make
citizens patriotic or officials honest. The influence of Christendom his
been proved wore effective in practical humanitarianism in a generation
than was the influcnce of Buddhism in a millennium. The hostility ex-
cited by the old treaties against foreigners has been removed by then-
vision. Missionaries can reside and travel without restrictions. The
Church responds to its new conditions and undertakes with zeal workat
home and abroad.

As the Church thus finds its opportunity, so does it find its difficulties
increased. With Japan uncvangelized, it must begin work abroad ; asit
comes on to seif-support a minority deny the essential faith; with its
increased self-consciousness and strength, it finds the greater difficallyia
co-operaling with foreign missionarics, and the foreign missionarics may
well question whether their increased facilitics are not too late for the mest
efficient service.

Our prayer is that the Church may accomplish the work whercanto it
is called. Our sympathies are all with it. Its triumph will be the vind:
cation of forcign missions. Its success will mean hope and salvation®
the lands beyond.




