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-are not the w'hole of Chiristianity ii .Japan, nor its only representatives.
Thie other Protestant bodies stand firiuly by the faith once delivercd to
the saints, and show no dcsire to ividcn their boundaries so, as to inchiacl
nien 'who do not hold, the comnîon cvangelical belief. ]iaring the ycar
past, the lcading Mon of the Nippion Kirisuto Xyokwai (Prcs1byterian
Rteformed) strongly roentcd a puiblic charge that thcy are untrue to tloeir

PROSPECTS AND PRÛULXM.-Ill Statu and Chuircl prospects were never
fairer, nor probleis more perplexing. The State bas won victory aud
complete indcpendencc. Lt lias conquered a peace, and the first demaîd
is that the fooet be se, increased that, it may bc invincible in Eastern seas.
Lt commands the future to-f Korca, and its wisest st.atesmon are perplcxcd
by the intricate, difliculties discloscd. It possess-es Formosa, and flnds
itself heir te many ilus, it lias shown its equality withî the West, and
already the politics of Europe influence its destiny. Lt lias acconiplisbed
much, only te fird itself forced te accomplisli mote. Lt lias slîown uts
strength, and it, blas lcarnod. its danger.-. in ail thiings it deserves our
sympathy and best %vishcs-. If it demonstrate that an Eastern nation mair
Inaintain itself, if it stop Occidental spoliation of the Orient, if ft teacl
Europe to respect Asia, if tliroughl it the international law of Christendom
extend throughout the world, it wvill have rendcred a service te, thie West
iiot second, to, its service te, the East. Japan is said te, desire a strong,
seif-dependent, progresisive orient, ana every Christian mnust say, Anima

The Cburch lias nover had fairer prospects. It has had official rccog
mition, and that counts for mucli. Lt is representative of that spirit of Christ
which ail the nation lias ]ionored ini the work of the Society of the Rid
Cross. Confucianism in ils stronghiold lias heen shown, unable to, niake
citizens patriotie or officiais honest. The influence of Christendom bas
been prov'cd more effective in practical humanitarianism iu a generstios
than was the influence of Buddlîism, iii a millenninîn. The hostility ex-
cited by the old treaties agp,inst foreigners; lias been removed by the re.
vision. Missionaries can reside and travel without restrictions. The
Cuîurch responds to its ixew conditions and unidertakes %vith zea workthà
home and abroad.

As the Cliurch tlius finds its opportunity, se does it find its difficuties
increased. WVitIa Japan unevangclized, it mnust begin work abroad; asit
cornes on te, self-support a minority deny thse essential faith; wiîli ils;
increased self-consciousness and strength, it finds the greater dîfficuIty ia
co-opcratig with foreign inissionaries, and the foreign nissionarc s

well question ivlîethlîr their increased faciliiies are not tooe late for the mdi?
efficient service.

Our praver is, that, tse Church Ina> accomplishi the work whemncnto il
is called. Our symnpathies arc ail ivith it. Its triumph 'will bo the di-
cation of forcigu missions. Its succes will moasi hope and.salation to
tise lands lieyond.


