
the best-informed Senator west of the Mississippi, said in 1825, IlThe
ridge of the J.ocky Mountains may ho named as a convenient, natural
and everlasting boundary. Along this ridgre the western limifs of the
Republic should ho drawu, and the statue of the fabled god Terminus
eiiould bo erected on its highest peak, never to ho thrown down."
Senator Winthrop of Massachusetts quoted Benton's remark ini the
U3. S. Senate in 1844, and heartily approved it. In 1843 another «U. S.
Senator declared in the Senate Chamber that lie would nlot give a pincli
of snuff for the whole tcrritory west of the IRocky Mountains, and
thanked God for is mercy in placing these mountains as our western
boundary. Even in 1846 Senator Winthrop declared that ive would
not bo straitened for elbow-room in tho west for a thousand ycars,
and _-iat neither the wcst nor the country at large had auy real interest
in retaining Oregon. Even Gen. Jackson, a western man, held the
opinion in 1825 that our safety Iay in a compact territory and a dense
population. Webster i 1845 approved Gen. Jackson's view, and said,
"cThe Goverumeut is very likely to ho endangered, in my opinion, by.
a farther enlargement of the territorial surface." This sentiment,
combined witlî the opinion that a desert tract more than 700 miles
mide lay east of the Rocky Mountains, that the mountains them-
selves wero impassable, and that the western coast after it was
reachied was worthless save for hunting and trapping, combined to
inake the transfer of this territory to Great Britain a matter of light
concern. In fact, it was simply due to divine Providence on the one
side, and to otir national pride upon the other, that this territory was
not yielded to Great Britain in the Ashhurton treaty of 1843. It was
a second inatter of divine Providence that the Methodist missionaries
hbd entered Oreg-on and taken a sufficient number of settiers over to
outmimber the Hudson Bay Company. It was a third m«atter of divine
Providence that Dr. Whitman and Gen. Lovejoy should attempt the
most heroio ride recorded in history, and that Dr. Whitman should ho
permitted to complote the journey.

A new phase is now put upon the question. A man stands face to
face with Daniel Webster and Prtsident Tyler and assures them. that
they coutrol a territory of boundless possihilities west of the Rocky
Mountains, A persona!. residence of six years and the eight years'
experience of the Methodist missionarics show the climate to ho
remarkahly mild. He dlaims that with the poorest cultivation they
have produced crops 'which. outstrip the most careful hushandry i
Virginia. The fish i the rivers almost interfere with navigation by
their abundance. Mr. Tyler and Mr. Webster would as well talk of
ceding to Great Brîtain ail New England as of yielding the northwest
part of the United States. Better still, the dlaim that 700 miles of
desert lie east of the Rocky Mountains and that it is impossible to enter
Oregon from the east is a story of the Hudson Bay Company. The
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