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article of drcss, the Sius spent wcre incrodulous. Ifere, the ladies
thienselvcs, have iiot cscaped censure. The public prints cverywhcre
cmiblazoncd on thieir pages, the htmndreds of dollars givon for a hand-
kerchief, andtheli thousands for a single 8hawl. But the crisis came,
and when the bookis wcre examined, there -wcre thousands upoit
thousands of pounds wbiehi could not be aceountcd for. It was iio
wonder. Merchants themselves, amiid ail thieir luxurious and ilist
living, had taken i10 note of whcre they had gone. The crcdit sys-
tcm wvas another cause assigncd. &'On evcry returu of a crisis, this
is a tbing miucli spoken of and mucli reprobated. Ail with one voice
condenin it then. But no sooner bias tho eloud -passcd over, than,
they wlîo wcrc loudest in thecir anathomas, arc the very first t0 re-
turn to it. Men of prudence, however, should discountenance it as
muchi as possible. It lias inflicted iany ai soré evil ou some indus-
trions families, and ruicd rnany a respectable and enterprising mer-
chant. Even in small country districts, ifs ex-ils have been grcatly
feit. Tbey are feit now, and will continue f0 be feit, as long as ihe
credit system continues to be eneouragcd. In Borne x-ery particular
cases if miay be o? advantage, but as a genecml system, the sooxier it
is donc a-may with, it will be the better both for tho seller and bu-
cm. These arc somie causes conimonly assign cd for flic crisis.

With commîerce and polities, wcv, as Christian instructors, and
journalists, have nothing, to do, sax-ing in so far as they bear upon
religion, or religion bears upofl theni. But even on fuis circunistrib-
cd ground, if will ccrtainly be atdifted by cvery judicieus ni, that
we have not a little to say ou the present occasion. If is no ncw
doctrine-no nox-el fhcory enuineiaicd for flic fimst time, thiat coin-
mierce oughf to bc conducted on recligionis and Chiristian priaciplcs.-
The demiand for this is every day becomiing àtronger. The world
itsclf, is beginning f0 sec ifs propriety. The cliurch lias long, ago
lifted up lier voice iii supp)ort offthis tsystoin. Iristead o? that voice
beingr lowered or luîshcd, it is waxing stronger, louder and more earn-
est. '-She wvill have if, that fliose wbo profess to ho bier inembers,
,will carry thecir Christianify with thcmi, to flic counter andtheli
counting-roorn, te flic store andI market, as well as to, the bouse of
Got and the Lord's table. Shie xviii have itl, tafttere shah ho writteu,
as it werc, over the door of every mi-ehaufits place of business, ana
in characters legible tu every one,-,, whatsocvcr things are truc,
whatsocver things are hionebt, w-hatsocver fhings are just, whiatso-
ever things are pure, whiatsouvcr fhiiîgs are love]y, xvha-tsocver
things arc of good report-ail thesec things arc attended to carefully
and faithfuliy hecre." She wiil have this andI ail this, for tlie sakze of
Christian merchants fhienselx-eb, for flic Sake of those with whomi
thcý,y trade, and partieulamly for ftic sake of bier Lord's cause in ftic
world. Thecir dealings must itot bc nieiely fimi andI honest, but they
inust bc Christian. They iiiust include by ail means Nvhiat is fair
and just, but fbey must soietimes go beyond this. Tbey mius do
nothing as merchats, whili will tait their character as ('bristians.
They must, if possible, attract the respect cf flic worldly, the ungod-
ly, and t.he unprincipled, by their upright, honourable, and liberal
dealings. -No miean subterfuges for makzing a fcw pounds; no low
trickery for hoodwinking fihe simiple or ignorant,-rnust for a nio-
ment bc tolerated. Everything must bc open and candid, andI above


