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We condolc ivith Rev. J.a'-ie.; Stevens.aid
his coînpanion, parents of th..c dec.eased, aind
also %with Mis. Stevens, wvidow of our de-
parted fi iend and b-other, iii the great andi
sad bereavement whichi lias corne upon
theni. Iii conîmon witx then i ls mncxory
shial be precious to lis.

11SMALL TALK."1

Ifany affect to despise "1small talk. Thcy
laughi at those who can spend haif an hour
in conversation conceraing the wvcatu c, the
hcalth of their --e1atives anxd otber subjccts
of like 'interest. Severc things are often
said by these wise and critical persons; but
perhaps, notwithistanding that thcy consider
Lbemselves far-lifted above every sucli sin-
pleness, their self-gratulation is the out-
growtlî of short.sîghtedness. To every onxe
who mngles with ail sorts of men, 11sînali
talk," is a necessity. Multitudes liavenot the
ability, if they bad the inclination, Vo con-
verse Icearned1ly about phiiosophy, or graceful-
ly conccrning books, or vfisely in respect to the
probabilities of a geueral war ini Europe.
Therefore if a maxi is able, or willing, Vo talk
oîxly of subjeots which are iii zteinselves ini-
portant, lie must, in many instances, do all
the talkiuiç; for his I isteners wll be unabie to
sustain their part. 'If any inan is a Coleridge,
and lias the gift of converscatiouxl oratory)
lie inay be allowc& to pbour forth his iunmaciu-
late wisdorn for the benelit of others, but, as
a inatter of fact, few men caxi ixtcrest, others
for a- long tin-âe. The, listener *vants ai chance
to speak that i., nay air luis owni opinions
or ixnpart sonue uxew thing; and if thxe sab-
jeci under dfiscussion, or the mnanxuer of dis-
cussing, allows xno sucbi opportunity, i n-
terest dies.

Even thos* who caxu talk weIl oif great
mnauers, blave 1oV, as a rmbl, a disposition to
,do so nt ail trnes. Occasioxîaliy the mind
wisllcs to throw off everything we; mtiy or
burdeisoi. It nceds test. At sucl
times "«siual l is a. relief and. recreation.
It is unireasonable tc deunand, because any
nuind is strong, thzîdit sixail display it.q

strelxgtx ever' mxomxenxt. W(. 1ik.- to think
of Saxîsoxu beurixe pox his shiouilders t>he
gates of Gaza, "1bar -auxd al." It w-as Ixl ex-
cellenxt dis play of strcxxg(tb. Brut Sain.son
woluld have made a ridicittous figture if lie
hiad carried thuose g _ates ahout every luour of
cvcry dlay, eveui thiougcli thercby a few littie
boys hacl bceeu stinîulnted to, cultiv utc their
in uscular 1)0 wers more pérfectly. At times
conversation .should deat with great things;
then vigorous thiouglits are appropriate and
nccessary. But lie is Vo be piticd, who, after
placixxg theg:utcs of Gaza upon luis shoulders
is uxuaclble to lay tiexin dloiwn.-

As Imun society is, "1iallî taitk" is :ul-
most as essential Vo success as commno sense.
H-e whiose work is wvtli peop)le in general,
necds the abilivy to talk well abutt little
inatters, that lie Mnay intercst thoqe wlio can
talk of sncbi thingas onlv. If lie lias flot tixis
abulity lie will often be placed in an tinfavor-
able liglit, aid w~ihl ho thlouglit duRl aind stw-
pîd by those wvho are intellectualy lis infer-
iors. Dr. Johnison bas said that the person
Whio lias no "1sinall taW" is like a wvealthy mlanl
101o bas no srnall change, and is enbrrassed
by beixug unable Vo pay- srnial debts with
hutudred poundt notes. Thmis figure portrays the
necessity clearly, and shows thuat oven those
whio are intellectuallv ricli shouild ahivays
kcepl anali coins on baxnd. ïThlerefore al
who are busily :uccnnmuhuiltingr trc:usuxcs of
knowledgc in order tixat they mxay obtaiu higl
success in life sliuld by no xneans fail to
supply theunscîves wvitl sinall change.. Thcv
mwilt finda h. more Vlanl coxivenient.

Gleanings fromn Acad-ia
Semninary.

(T-Tn1e)- direction qf the Prian Society.)

Tho~ ~ .frtrglar meeting of the Pieriau
Society wais very entkusiazstic rnd cujoyable
aithougli many nucz..oers were absent on amd-
colen of Vhe furjous sxuow Storm.

The choruis "lie Lendcthi me," was, fol-
towed by thc Çritic's rep7ort by Miss Graves,
au able, intercstixîg :and ixnstructive criticisiu,
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