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Freslh Trouts

THIREE short leigues froin Acadia College nt
theearly hour of 8 à. in. 1 'rnut fishing nt a
premium, and Books on the selef. N4ow for us
the muss ruay bianc, over Olney'8 eyes to lis tocs
and So-phocles aud Dcmosthens may converse
in classie Greek in somne chrk crypt of a book
sheif.

Away we go-as jolly boys as ever sang a
song or dauced %vith a pretty girl at a country
nuerry-nxaking. And as thec tintinuabulation, of
thec befls souuded curtly ou tlie crisp aud frosty
air our heurts beat fime in exuiberant gic.
Whatever the future 'y bave in store for us
one day shail be packed as fiff of fun as au
earthly day eau be.

Yoho over the bi-down the valley of Evan-
geiie's home, snd up the higli suimit of tlie
South moiptain ive go--G miles -a bour, for a
inerciful man is merciful to, bis beast-and we
bad not liberty toturnthe horseinto, a locomotive,
se we generously pnrmitted lin te, cing te bis
genus. Away over thec eastern bllIs the sun
came up-hastening bis pregress, for seldom did
his old orb ever lighit on sucli a siglit, four
students going outto catch fish, wvild with freedom
aud boilhug over 'wuth exhilaration.

What cared we for fuirrowed tinie witli his
scythe aud glass or auy other wild animal?
With one piste], pen knife sud a few deadly
hooks -%ve 'were ready for front, catauxonut sud
uncivllîzed denizen of the bush. If ail these
failed-a grand expedient 'was left-a dernier
resort -which. could net be taken. away, (without
a kuife sud saw)-yea could we not say with the
immortal Milthn ;-not lost!1

Whait thougli the field be lost, ait is not losti
The uncoriqucrabie legs rernain. -

Aud armed with sucd weapons we were bound te,
do or die.

Thus witx hearts fhlly mauned we tied our
quandruped and having sluug our accoutrements
over our shoulders we phunged into tIl "forest
prineyai."

0 ye, -%ho living iu continueus c aiane
ship 'ivitl fthe wild sud solemn forms of nature;

~vhogroîngaccustomed te tIe grosser externals
ethle iil glory, behold themn wltx indifférence
aud -ill unmoved-ean ye understand thec feelings
of that hieart upon wvhieh ail those thirigs burst'
as a new revelation ? T~he mmud craniped up for
G Mos. by four artificial wails and living in flic

riiartftil atmosphere of criticismn and tecxt-
'book scholarship, 'when once the clamps arS
taken oft sud it is allowved te expaud under flie
gratefuil influence of nlature--fecis, if it bave a
vestige of' poetry or tenderness of sentiment or

conception of beauty, a new and added impulsa~
of thanksgiving sud rapturous adoration go
forth to the infmnite Father for having reared tlie
motrntains and planted the forestsantud spread
out the lakes, and shed over ail a halIo of Jight,
aud a niatehleas glory of song.

The sound of the axe was not; absent-it
savored of thec AlnxightY dollar. Yonder is a
lofty pine, fit to bc the mast of sonie great
admirai. IlO 'woodnxian spare that tree." God
forbid tixat e'er a noble devotee of Neptune should
asceud it with a shIsh bucket. Alas already it
is marked for falliug, for the noble man bas
measured it and calculates its -%vortli to the
fraction of a cent.

There is more beauty and poetry about a trce
that ee think of, with its leaves now mute aud
motionless ini repose pendent and modest, now
dancing beneath the sunlight to svect JEolian
musie stolen from tlie sporting winds. Then the
lofty coluinn like the Corinthian FilIar ,bat from
a broad base reaG a head synetrically taper-
ing to the hienvens impresses youi witli the ides. of
strengtb and selfsufliciency.

Iiowever-wc pass on to a lake hidden from
the busy marts of men, in a delig-htfal retreat.
Here wve unloaded, stacked our arms, bujit our
camp, and arranged the plan of our attack on
the finny monsters of the deep. It was agreed
that wc should lie i Axnbush over divers boles
and inîprove every opportunity to, v.orrn them
out.

~We grently lowercd our wrigl ng deception,
quieting our consciences with tb" tliought that;
trout need not bite against their will, snd then
laid back witli fond anticipation in our liearts and
the savoury smnell of a prospective fry iu our
nostrils.

0 men and brothers ini the divine piscatoriat
ait! 1 -lave --a ever rend of hinm, that old mani
of infinitre sadncas whose life ivas darkeîiied,
whose sun. 'was held ini partial eclipse until it
sank 1ý>rcver, by the shadow of a :Perch? Hle
bad flslxed for that percli up and down his native
meadows in the old brook ail bis life, He had
hook,-ed oue eye ont, but the other xvith Il all thec
seeming of a denion's" haunted in iu bis sleep
or in bis ivaki-ng. 17hat perch k-iied hlm. Sit-
ting solitary by the littie air hole we exhaust our
art, we labor in vain, no tront speckled and shuiny
condescends to Ilgive away lus breath." Alas
for the lack of heroiç spirits under thec sun (ice)
we thouglit. Arm there none who, aspire te fthe
crown of m-artyrdo:m anxong thec dwellers of tlie
vasty deep?
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