
LIF1THANDEDNESS.

But though this is undoubtedly truc of the majority, a certain number
of obidren will be fournd te nianifest a distinct proferonco, ab a very,
early age, for one or the other band. In the cese of a niece of, mny
own, the lofthandledness showed itself very early; and in my grand.
son, it was inidependontly observed by it-s mothor and nurse, and
brought under my notico, that s0 soon as ho was able to grasp- an
object and tiunsfer it fronioe band te the other, ho gave the prefer.
ence to the loft band. A like aecided preference for the right band,
though deubtiess aise comparatively rare, ià mýore frequent; and -thed
further research is carried, the more manifes does it appear that
the préferential use of what we designate the righit band is xiatural
and instinctive with a sufflcicntly large number te deterniine the
pro-alent usage. WftIi a amalier number an equally strong impulse
is feit prompting te the use of the left band; but my opinion rernai.ns
%inchanged, that with the majoriby rightbandedness is ne more than
the resuit of prevalentkcustom, and education.

Attention bas already been drawn te the indications pointing te the
simiultaneous use of the riglit and the left baud by two fellow flint
,workers ini the primitive flint-pits of Norfolk, styled "lGrimes Graves."
But seme more recent disclosures are suggestive of the preferential
use. of tho right baud among the mon of Europe's pahleotechnic dawn. 1
The recevery of specim'ens of imitative art, the werk ef the Troglodytes
of the Mammoth and Reindeer Periods ef Southern Frace, bas
familiarized us with carvings and etcbings, executed with a remark-
able degree of freedem and artistie truthfulncss, by a people living at
the bead waters of the Garenne, under social and climatie conditions
cloàely analogoùs te those of the Esquimaux ef the present time. ln
dexterity of han dling and .faithfal portraiture, the speeimens of
primitive art greatly surpass the most ingonieus examples of drawing
or etching executed by modern savages. The drawing especially of
the rùarnmoth, traced w.ith's pointed implement on a tablet of ivory,
found in La Madelaine Cave, on the river Vézère, is replete with
interest, alike as a piece of contemporary por traiture o? the long-
extinct proboscidian of Europe, and as an evidence of the intel-
lâctual development of contexnporary mani. But the drawinps and
etcbings on ivory thus exected by contemperaries of the masa-
xseth anl Tei.ndeer of southern Y=wnc bave aise a -valuei fur wa
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