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. Dangers of Dining Out.
BV MRS, RILIR

It was a bogutiful May moming, and the bells of St, Mary's
sere ringng Merrily, when a carningo und four, adomed with
white favours, drove rapidly down tho strect, and #lopped at the
ontrance of a rospgetablo mansion situated at the west end of the
town of ——. At tho dour of this mansion stood footmen ond
sorvants, adorned in a similar manner, while the hall wasthronged
with brothers and sisters, uncles, aunts, and cousms, all wearing
tho aspect of joyous welcome, not unmingled with feclings of a
decpor and more earnest character,

It wap a beautiful sight, the neighbours said, to behold the bride
that day ; for she was a lovely croature, the favounte of her fammly,
and of all who came within tho influence of her gentle and grero
fl mangers: and then she was so clegantly dressed ; for good
tasle was- the roling Fn‘nciplo of her hfe, subscrvient only to one

other principle, that of domg cvery thing in the manner most ap-
pmvex‘ ki good socicty.

Tho-Mippy britegroom, for such indeed ho might be called, was
a medicalggontieman of the highest reputution, just launching

into public favbur, as the partuer of onc of the oldest and ot
popular practionera in the same little gossiping 2nd busy town.—
And well the spectators said ho looked that day; his tull gentle.
manly figuro decssed in biack, and ius dark hair and mauly coun-
tonance, contrasting with tho snow-white robes, the soft blue eyes,
md celicats complexion of the bride. It wes, in short, a wed.
ing-with which the siost envious olserver could find no fuult;
tlic partics were %0 well milsd in aga®haracter, apd rank; the
-dresscs were 8o admirably clissen; and ~very thing was conducted
in 8o uncxceptionable a manner. ‘The very clements of nature,
thidfs animate and inanimate, tho carth and air, appearcd as if
rejoicing in thu huppy auspices of the day ; for, as the carriage, in
the coursc of a few hours, agam rolled away along the vroad
smooth road, pact the little viil+s situated in the outskirts of the
town, it sceined to sweep through a complete labyrinth of lilacs
and luburnums, varied hero and there by the tender green of the
weeping willow, ot the spiyad-poplar pointing to the sky.

The happy couple w g out on that accustemed tour,
which is often the first and Tagt cxcursion of a woman’s life; and
their journcy was commencing under a sky without a cloud, winle
overyeee, and garden, and shady grove, was vocal with the wng
of morry birds; young lambs were sporﬁu% on overy verdant lea,
and the green carth spread her carpet of scented flowers over
cvery sloping il and fertilo pluin.

‘T'hrough such u scenc the travellers pursucd their way, we will
oply say with feclings of happiness, and hope; for thosc whe
wnite, und those who speak, sccm all to have agreed that no com.
montary upon married life shall commence, until after the con.
clusion of the first cxperimental tour. With the party left at
home, however, it was impossible to refram from all remark;
particularly as the prospect of the bride rcturning so soon to sottle
for lifc beside her own family, icft no excuse for grief: and there
was a whole drawing-room full of gucsts suli remuiming, who had
nothing clso to do than exclaim about the loveliness of the scene,
and the auspigious omens of the day. Nor was it until the even.
ing, when the company we= dispersed, and the young membhers
of the family had retired, that Mr. and Mre. Stanley, tho father
and mother of the bride, found time to think scriously of the um.
portant change which had taken place.

Mr. Stanloy was a man of much wurldly wisdom, prudent and
irreproachabic in his conduct as a gentlanan, a husband, and a
father ; and, had hisresponsibilities termmated with this hife alone,
ho would havo been ono of the most cxcellent of men.  Mrs.
Stanley was a wcaker agent in doing good, but she ulso was
csteemed an excellent woman: and as they both judged kindly
of the world, submitted to itz bandage, flattered it, and lived for
it, it would have been as unreasonable a8 ungencrous, had the

world refused to look kindly on their faults «nd follies in retura.

“ Well, George,? said My, Stanley, scating herself with great
satisfaction in onc of her large damask chairs, whio hor hwbend
lcaned in rather a thoughtful attitude, aguinst the mantcl.piece—
 you must allow that we are happy ts, 10 Joso our favdrite
child, only to welcome her back ugain 1o & home more suited to
her tasto 1

« We arc mdoed hoppy,” replied Mr. Stanley, “ but—

“ You havo nlways some bat in the way, with your oxcessive
prudence,” sad the mother,  ** [t cannot, however, relate to tho
character of the husband Eleanor has chosen, for if oae could
venturo to say of any man, he was without a fault, it would cer.
tainly bo of Frederick Bond.”

* He is ¢ man,” rephed Mr. Stanloy, * under whose caro any
futher mught feol it a privilege to placo his daughter’s happiners ;.
his goodness of heart no one can call in question ; his prospocts,
1 the way of his profession, sre encouraging in thoe cxtreme; but,
sull, in my opinion, he has one foult.”

“ And pray ‘vhat inay that bo "

s He is rather too fond of dining out.”

* Dmng out!” excleimed M. Stanley, * cvery body dincs
out, cspecially bachelors, What can you mean, George 7

«] mean simply thw, that the love of dining out may lead to
habuts oxtremely objectionsble in a medical man. Ho may, for
mstance, when ealled upon to act in somo critical caso, be alto-
wether unncrved ; nnd the inere fact of his boing reputed a2 man
too fond of wine, will be mjurious to him as a doctor.”

“Yes, my love; but dimng out occasionally, and being too
fond of wine, are very dufitrent thinge.”

# "Phey may be different at first, but they often lead to the samo
concluson ; and 1t is of the futarc I am thiuking, not the present.”

“‘P'hat 15 80 Lke you, George.  You are always spoifing tho
present wath anticipations of the future.  For my | 1 am per.
feetly satisfied that Elcanor is beginming the world as fuvourably
as uny reusonable woman could dedirc; and with such a family
of daughters as ours, you know it is u great thing to bavo got tho
oldcat well marmied before her three.and-twenticth year.”

With Imsm of scif.gratulation, uninterupted by reflections
more profound, Mre. Stanley rctirod to rest ; and when shu rose
in the moming, thete was her wonted routine of domestic dutics,
her mommig calls, and the preparation of her daughters future
home, to fill up tlus, as well as many other days of her oxistence,
leaving no space for anxious or speculative thoughta to encroach
upon the tenour of her uneventful life.

The house which Fredenick Bond had chosen, was situated in
the most genteel part of the town. Xt had the best entrance, the
lcast objectionable staircase, and decidedly the most approved
drawing-room within its sphere of competition. There had been
no want of money or of thought bestowed upon its furniture ; and
it was onc of Mr. Stanley's greatest pleasnres, to go and inspect
the different apartments, and sce how rapidly every thing was
advancing towards perfection, preparatory to the travellers' retum. »

Of aull the partics c-rnected with this auspicious event, the
bride was, perhavs, the only onc who felt the real importance of
the step she had taken.  Eleanor Stanicy had been remarkable us
a gl for a seriousness of temperament, and delicacy of consci.
cnce, somewhat beyond her years; while, under the direction of
a judicious governcss, her mind had been partially enlighitened by
glimpscs of duty, and responsibility, and dawnings of hope, which
cxtended beyond the narrow sphere of her daily avocations.  She
could not, thercfore—she dared not, enter upon her present situ-
ation, without inwardly reso)ving that her life should be regulated
by some rig’ard to those religioun observances, which, howeser
cxcellent they might be for herself, she believed wero still more
necessary for the poor, and for those who would now look up to
her o9 an cxample. It had been a peculiar satisfaction to her, 0
find that the companion of her choice entertained the same viows
of domestic and social duty ; and, perhaps, tho happiest hours of
that period, which the world has been pleased to eall the honoy.




