CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

consfder this addressed to him, and number his answas fo cor-
respond with tie querics.
Monrtaasr, April 25, 1844

Sm,—Tie Temperance Societics throwghout Canada have very
generally expressed & wish for a Prowineial Temperance Conven-
tion, and several have thought that it should be held in Montreal
carly in June next, thougfi it is much to be regretted the Legisla.
tare will not at that time be in Session. 1t is however believed,
that there are - greater number of Temperance men who visit
Montreal aboat the time in question, on mercantile business, than
attend the meetings of the Legislature.

‘The chief objects of holding a Convention will doubtless be the
following 11Ist, To compare views, discuss disputed points, and
declare principles. 24, ‘Po ascortain the present strength of the
Temperance Reformation, and agree upon the best modes of
weilding that strengtlvfor the overthrow of all the causes and prac.
tices of intemgerance. 3d, To decide upon the propriety of form.
ing a Provincial Temperance Union, and, if resolved upon, to
frame a Constitution, and appoint Office-bearers, 4th, To decide
upnn some sinultancous and uniform wode of endeavouring to
influence the Legistature at its Session in favor of Temperance
principies.

In order to attain these objects,. we beg leave to submit thie fol
fowmng queries, which you are respectfully requested to answer
to the best of your ability, and to transmit without fail, to the
Convention :—

1. How muany Members in good standing are there in your So-
cicty? 2. What portion of thems are voters for Members of Par.
liament? 3. How many intemperate persons arc there within the
bounds of your Secicty 7 4. How many deaths have occurred
within the sphere of your operations during the past year, that
may fairly be attributed to intemperanee, and what striking cir-
cumstances attended such deaths? 5. Which District Union
(if any) arc you connceted with? 6. Do you wish to co-operate
in forming a Canada Temperance Union and how much would
your Socicty be likely to conttibute anaunily to its funds for the
employment of Lecturers, dissemination of Temperance publica.
cations, &c.? 7. If in favor of such 2 Union, who do you pro.
pose for the honorary offices, such ag President and Vice-Presi-
dents? 8. What number of copics of the Advecate, or other
temperance publications do youtake 7 9, What namber of meet-
ings have you held during the past year? 10. Please state any
good results which the Temperance reformation has produced in
your place; and especially if it has in any way contributed to
the prosperity of the Churches in your bounds. 1i. State any
other matter that you think of importance.

We entrcat you not to fail to return this sheet with answers,
{{ree of Postage) addressed to the Secrctary of the Temperance
Convention, Montreal, so as to be here on or before the 4th of
June next; and we as carnestly urge you to appoint a Delcgute,
8s it is only by shewing our strength that we can hopeto produce
a favourable impression upon our rulers.

The Convention will assemble in Montreal, on Tuesday the
42k June next, at ten o’clock forenoson.  Delegates who amnive in
town: previously, will be pleased to report thenselves at the Office
of the undersigned, in order that arrangements may if possible be
made for their accommodation. The place of mecting will here.
after be announced.

JOHN DOUGALL,
President Montreal Temperance Saciety.

ARE LICENSES 70 SELL INTOXJCATING. DRINKS LAWFUL?
‘ Righteousness exalteth a nation, butsin is a reproach to any pesple.?

Inspiration tcacheth, and history and obseryation prove this
muxim. The history of the Jews, in particular, proves that sin is
not only the repreach, but in a certain degrece, the rui3 of indi
viduals and nations. Must it oot lead to fatal results, that such
ignorance and depravity should prevail, as lead most men to
esteem highly that which is an abomination to-the Lord? For
men will naturally promote what they estcem; and God will

promote what he estceme, and oppose the contrary. Thus God,]

and his poor infatuated creature, according to the sigmficant
language of the Bible, will walic contrary to each other. Who
can caleulate the tremondous conscquences of his oppesition?
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Woo unto him that striveth with bis Maker! * Ho ts wise in
head, and mighty in strength, who has hardened himsolf agaicst
Him and has prospercd I . ‘

Onc thing which fearfully opposcs the rightcousncss which
axnitethua people,.and promotes that swhich tends to their roproach
and ruin, is the usc of intoxicating drink; and Magistratos
licensing that use, and thercby protecting, and, in the eycs of
many, giving respestability to that which js in itself ruinous, and
ought to be acounted hateful. To make this a common senss
business, we may ask, what need have we of intoxication? We
all need all the rationality we possess, and we need it always s
and instead of marring, and gradually destroying it, we ought touse
proper means to improve it.  And it is capable of being improved,
or destroyed, as men chaose to act. And if wo do not nood
intoxication, as all will allow, how can we nced that whicl intox.
icatus? DMust not the cause and the effect be of the same nature,
or be equally ncediess and equally pericious. How can any
thing be morc valeable than its cffects. The most precious
things in the universe are to be thus judged. For instance, the
value of the wisdom which is from above, and which is first purc,
and then peaccable, consists in its posscssing, and promoung thesa
qualitics, so that it i¢ gentle and casy to be entreated, full of
mercy and good fruits, &e. The value of food consists in its
nourishing and strengthening the body ; and the value of aleohol
consists in its produciug intoxication. If it produce cffects
distinet from, aw-better than.this, they are not peculiar to it—other
things would produce them. I must then believe, till the contrary
be shown, that intosicating drink is just as necdless, as 18 intoxi.
cation—they must stand ar fall together.

But docs inlozication posscss no value, Judging by the con.
duet of men, what they give for, and what miseries they undergo
to obtain it, it possesses a great deal: there is nothing on earth or-
in heaven they dcsire beside, or so much as it. But its value too
must be judged by the same criterion a8 itaeffects, We may,
then look at some of them, and these not the very worst, as
deseribed by the pen of inspiration. Prov. xxiii, Woe, sorrow,
contentions, babblings, wounds without cause, redness of eyes;
and after first flattering men, then, at the last, when they are
completely undey its power, biting them like a scrpent, and sting-
ing liko an adder—leading to lewdness and perversencss—to rush
blindly on the most fatal dangers—making men inscnsible to their
miserics, so-that they desire nothing so much as that which is pro.
moting them. Murder is not named in this black list, but murder
and suicide are frequent effects of this populor idel. And what
would Satan invent, or wish to invent, more insulting to God, or
ruinous {0 men, than that whichuniformly producath such effécts.
These, then, decide the value of intoxication, intoxication decides
the value of intoxicating drink, and both decide the value of the
traflic in that drink. This is the tree, bearing such fruit, which
respectable men, by their license, plant and protect in. every
neighbourhood throughout the country.  Are they, in this, acting
in accordance with their desiguation as Justices or protcztors and
promoters of the public peace, and as a terror to cvil doers, and as
praise to them that do well?

But it ...ay be said, that as, in. granting a license, men do not
design or intend the effects which follow, they are not responsible,
for them. DMen, however, are responsibie, and ought to be so
for the natural nccessary conscquences of theic conduct; and
expecially after they know them, however far they may be from
intending them.  Our fitst parents were very far from intending the
consequences which followed their cating the forbidden fruit.’ The
owner of the ox in Exodas did not design injury to any in keepin;¢
such a dungerous animal yet he was responsible for the mischicf
done.



