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tax themselves for the support of
these necessary institutions, In the
other provinces the system is less
symmetrical than in Ontario, but
even in the Irench section, and in
the maritime provinces, where these
institutions have been more recently
adopted, the people have within their
power to manage all these minor
local affairs which arc necessary
for the comfort, sccurity, and con-
venience of the local divisions into
which each province is divided for
stich purposes.
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Lecn the expansion of the liberties
of the people since 1837, when they
exercised no control over the ex-
ecutive, when England imposed re-
strictions on their trade, and offi-
cials of Downing Street were prac-
tically the governing powers.

No deubt there are difficulties
constantly occurring in the working
of the Canadian federal constitu-
tion, arising from conflicts of juris-
diction between the Dominion and
the Provinces, despite the careful
enumeration of powers in the fun-
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Another illustration of the grow-
ing importance of Canada in the
councils of the empire is the fact
that quite recently, in the jubilee
year, a Canadian judge has been
placed on the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council, the Supreme
Court of Great Britain and Ireland,
India, and all the dependencies of
the crown.

From this brief historical sum-
mary of the leading features of the
political organization of Canada it
will be seen how remarkable has
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damental law, or DBritish North
America Act of 1867; but these
doubts are gradually being removed
bv the wise practice avhich places
the interpretation of all written
legal instruments in the courts.
Here also the wisdom and learn-

.ing of the Judicial Committee of

the Privy Council of England and
of the Canadian Judiciary are to 2
large extent nullifying the conten-
tions of politicians and bringing
about a solution of difficulties
which, in a country divided between
distinct nationalities, might cause



