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ANSWERING A FOUL ACCORDING TP Mip FOLLY.
£t s towards tbe closoof the relui of Louit“the
Pourtrenth, when that monareh fwnited that lis was
oftablisting the ditces of bis gov: ¥ninéit ipon the
obligiatione of religion, that theolepy And mel"anhnin
becagia fashianable stndiess the  varinis ‘paﬂie‘u at
court’ fmagi- ing that in them they foutlt inexbiadaible
arjenale whence they might select thir waapons fur
atlack of defence, Tty law of the church biad become
that of the state, and the crowds of diskinguisied per-
sond, who biad Lithirto comnplied with the geremonials
of worslip from Labit nod the acidilent of education,
without beiug at tho goins of inquiry, suddenly bee
camo sceptical in matters of relisivn, through motives

diaphragn,scontends Plutaych ¢ Stuff 1 eays Descar.
tee, 411 §¢ “In the pineal glands.’ Now, after'ro many
evident contraliweions and centuries of donbt, L invokd’
the prindiples of Quintiiin—1 apply ‘my  negaion
and deelars Loldly tha *te soul is but a droam of our
ool -aucertors, which the full lialit of reason will batt-
i-h lorever, ‘nith the  plilosopher’s stone, and the bl
turies of hobgotline ’

Whils ho was thus speaking, we had randered
from tha preen alluye under which iy lopivian had
foum] me tnedi ating, and tho river ran lazily at our
feet. in an unenclosed spot, exposed to the burnieg
rays of the eun. : ’ Y

# Aly friend,” said I, seizing bim forcibly by_the
arm, aud consraiving him jo rewnnin jomoveable be-
tors 3, (0 shisld me from the mors oppressive infiue

of policy ; for acconling to the current notjons, to
eatablish the crrors of the believers in Chrisiuity,
wastoatlack the lountsin of -suthority st ‘its tource,
and-convict the thyone of tyranny aud injustice. -
At that perisd, (sass the vartator of the tollowing
scene,) 1 was livingat Paris. 1t wasone of the hot-
test days of summer; tho sun, purevitg bit« courre
in mid-oky, shed such jorolirable radisnce ujoh the
waters of the river, the roofs ot“the palaces, and the
taps of the trees, that my. 1i-ion was oppressed with
the glare, and ¥ sought reliefin the shade,  Desirous
of solitude and meditatisn, I repsired to tha umbra-
geous avenue of the Cours-fa-Reine ; there, in louely
raveris, [ was reflecting on the power and benevo
lonce of the Creator, and the innumerable incentives
which man bas 10 the exervise of gra'i wile and prai-e,
when 1 beard myrolf accosted familiarly by an ac-
quaistance, a self-constituted metaphyrician and proe
fessor of lopic, whose panrion was reatouing, and wlo
wanted but reason to make bim ao adept in his
art. v
All bis motions seemea actoated by a satisfaction
which he conld not contain; Lis eve sparkted with
joy: and s0 000 18 I had caught eizht of him, be en-
terad At once into conversation, like a twan who, burst-
iop with impaticnze to impart great tidinzs, has vo
time to throw away in the empty formality of cere-
mony. My Giend,” raid he, “congratulate me; 1
bave been enznged in a most interesting work on tbe
sonl. I bav: :made a grand dicovery, and am at
leanth in the condiion to prove that what men ~all
tte soul is bat a wonl—~an empty word—void of si2-
nieance, and that ntither you nor I, nor anybody
else, ever had a soul I
« Stop a moment,” aid I, recoifing from Lis prof-
fered embrace ; empty words and void of tignification,
are those you have just pronounced 3 you may rank
=oaceell with the bratesif you choose; permit we to
decline that boaor.” 3
4 Calm voursell, my friend,” said ba; 47 knew you
would not surrender without proofs; but, thanks be to
philosopby, I can fernish them. Lot us reason coolly 5
for 1 am going to combaz thisideal existence of the
soul, not by vain declamaticns, o0 common at the pre-
sent day, but by tnumpbant araumects denived from
the perpetual contradictions of a host of learned, and,
as you esteem them, wise men who bave ircated of this
subject. Now, as Quinti'ian says, * \When men of in-
tellect. acknoxledged as such, cannot, after entire
ages of impartial discussion, agree concerning a cause,
or an effect, we are jostified in denyinz both s’ and as
isis a recopmized maxim among philasopbers, who
br its means bave settled the question of gbosts, phan-
toms and specires, in anetting 2 neaation, which
negation is the sole trath—therefora 1 set out with
this principle, and basten to pat my finst qg:slion.
What is the soul? A nature always in motion;
says Thales; ¢ A self-existent quantity,” says Dhytha-
poras; * A sablle air, says Plotarch; ¢It is ratberan
active fire, says Aristotle; * You deceive vourselves,
sass Hipponias, *it is an ethereal fluid 7 * you sbould
rather say it is a comparition of earth and water; says
Anaximander; ¢ Silence, you arz all parily wrong,
cries Empedocles, * it i1a mixtors of all the clements”
Wherespon athousand voices are babbling at once:
Itis a mmple esscnce, says one; No, it is a compound
mys anotber ; a third declares itisa celestial flame ;
a foarth, that it is a mers harmony ; & fifib, that it is a
cehosion of infinite-imal atoms ;- while 2 sixth will bave
ittbatitis ‘a portion of the diviuity; and a seventh
contends that it is noibing but a conflict of the sensew
Thea, where is its seat 2 Ilypocrates places it in
gte vestibule of the brain ; Epicurue, in the stomach;
Tra=ardus makesit azva for ancnvelops tothebead;
whils Strabo cog-ente tim o won ori=
stn eyshrows. *1 3 7 ckeblomdteavs 08 o
vz ta heatt) adea Bopedssies; (S rxber i the
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ence of the sun, T verv much ‘admire your mode’ob
reasoning 1 in thus striking at {be foundatidn ofa con-
tested subject, you hase gotrid of so many serious
diffizultice, that really 3 am tempred to exprriment-in
your way of thinking and reawning. Really you and
Quintittan-ate two very clever fellows.”

 You flatter tne,” said he;hot peraiit me {0 take
a more convenicut poriion to reciive your comypli-
wants; for [ assure you I feclas though 1 were fryiug
i thi sun.”

“ \What, the sun ! You, the foo of prejudice, can
you not frze your-clf fram such a simpls ono as that ?

# The sun a prejudice ! Dy good vir, Iam forced
to believo in it it i< burning me up.” .

« Let us reasou coolls,” said '], fixing Lim in his for

mer positton. I had titherto beliaved 1bat this ad-
mireble barmony of mature—ihe grandeur of man,
the wight of Li- intellect—:ha marvellous spectacle of
an entire creatian submitted to bis industry—his rea-
son gaverning the teapest of bie fiery paseions—all
sufficiently indicated the distance wiich separates bim
from othirr auimale; but now that, by the law of con-
tradictions, youbave demonstrated that bis intellect is
norg'l but base matter, and that bis exi-tence is
without an object, perm-t me in my turn, by the same
arguments, to curs you of vour errar efative to the
sun.
« \What is the sun 2 s ita cloud inflamed—a bura-
ing rock-—a fire that extinpuishes and rencws itself—a
wirror—a fith element—a comp~iion of different
fires—a spintual flame—a globy 91Lih transwits rays
ot light, or reccives them, as Xa»=2lon, Metrodoras
Democritus, Phi'olaus, Aristotle, Plato, Autistheris,
Pythagoras,and Newton bave in their turn averred ?
Then,bow larga it ? Ileraclit iz gives it a dismeter
of one foot ; Anaxagorss cxiends it to the rize of the
Peloponnesur; Auaaimander mekes it the size of the
carth ; wlile Eudoxis believes i* siine times, and Thales
sixty tunes, aslargz &9 the moon; Lacretius saysitis
just tho size it appesrsto be; ard Anaximene redu”
ces its circumtercnce to that of a leaf; and, lastly,
Cas:ini pronounces it amillin times bigger than the
whole carib.”

+ Agreed, agreed, bat it burns me I

s It cannot bura yon ifit duss not exist; of wbich
1am qoing logizally to convines you. Let me proceed.
Xenophon asterts that each zans basits par icular sun;
Eaipedocles adaite two; thus you see consictien on
every rde. 1 invoke, therelore, the principie of
Quintiiian and your own, anddeclars boldly that the
existence of the sun is bu. a dream of our good auces-
tor«.” - -

« Beliave what you liks,” cried my enraged reasoner
bursiag violeatly- from by grasp; but your negative
bas damazel the mrmbranes of my brain by keeping
me here in the heat” -

« Go and recover yourself,” said I; ¢ and sage loai-
cian as you are, endeavour to comprehend that the jm-
worial 100l it 10 the moral creation wbat the sun is to
the ma‘erial: man and sovercizn of the cartb.  Cease
t> pride yoorself on treading your. plory under your

feet and renouncing your immorialiry."—The Leisure
Hour.
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ASNASNANS AN ST

Tug FAMixx 1x MicnigaN—~The pioneer who heWs
tbe path for the march of American civiiization, bas
long been regarded A« the typo of Anglo-Saxon enter-
prive. We are accustomed to extol the wanly virtues
$) ewentisl 1o bis character, and 1o expatists on the
sclfsacr fice which is compelled by Lis rough and
robust Yite. Bat rarely bave we been tamght to
realise that lawmine is ooo of the foes with _which he
wr=stles. T

Nevestheless, the sufferings which bave befallen the
inhatitants of Nortbern Mich-gin ars unly aggravated,
uot novel They are causc: by privations and traits
of character w.ctieat to all werler cmigranty, andethix
por Bl i Yafismdr el tk2 history of the
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' “Its the extrane Norih of Michigen there ara now
three thouwad prople who ars dependeat for theic
susienanes on tie charity of the Southern countier,
and thousinds of dollars have been raised in Detroit
for their roliefs * Tha agerita who have Seen deipatched
(rom’ thag " tity)* 10 “examine ‘the condjtion of thess
pecfle, réjiort thit the acounts of their destitation ars
not exaggordtid,and autbenticate at Jeast ix instabees
of déatly frdmh stérvation. ' Thuy iraversed districte'em-
bracing bilnidreds of kquare miles, finding proveuder
witll"diticaity “for their Borid, in Whitki the popula-
tion warg Jiving chicfly on boiled gate, molasses, and
stewed” pumpking, with little enough even of euch un-
satory fcd. Some families” were “found who tasted
n’di'}ain;x‘(o?aa foriniubt but waple eugar and sacsafres
tear ‘Llidi vattle, sheep and hoge had dicd by Lwnd.
reds, lor want of hay and corn, aud the stores which
tiad been laid up tor plantivg duriag tho spring Lad all
Yeen éxpended. * N
“The news of this distress seoms to have taken South-
ern Michipan by surprise, and every call for reliefwas
reatily and liberally answered. Ity o einpulas dacy
that it did.wot beconte known at Detreit uniill it had
reached its climax. The first statement seemed in-
credible. It rccmed imposible that ovly 2 faw bund.
red miles away, wors than a thousaad people had been
living on routs, pumnjking, and boiled osts, for several
weeks, without sendivg to represert their desitution
and Lesecch relief. But the very suddenness of- the
aunouncement increasedthe liberality of the contribu-
tione, although the eingular delay is still unexplaioed.

Before the generosity of the people of Massachuset®s
can reach 0 fer, the condition of affairs will bo re-
medied, and there will probsbly be no demand for
us to excrcise that chatity which we are always glad
to bestow on such an object.

Bat it is well to seek for the causes of tho calamity
in order to aveid its repetition, and the same remuks
that apply to Micbipan, ars spplicable to Indiana,
Iowa, ‘Tennessve, and other Western Siates,in ceriain
per ions of wbich tlero is a scareity of food, so great as
to a-tonish most people, who are accustomed to regard
the West as the granary of the East, as Sizily was the
granary of ancient Rome, and who cannot realise that
deetitucion can prevait ic a land which exports such
immense quantitics of providons.

The winter thrcughout the entira West was oncoem-
monly severe. 3ost of the potatocs stored last fall
were frozen and spoiled. The Jonz-continued rains
this spring kiiled much of the newly-sown wheat, and
a laige quantty was expended 1n replanting. The
ctops ol most vegetables and of buck wheat, last automn-
were vary lizht. The hay crop, eapecially in Indians,
was not improved as it should have been. ‘The farm-
«rs thounlit they had too much lay cut, and allowed
tens of thourards «f tons to oo to wae'c; whileibat
thus lost would not aell for frem $12 10 $40 a ton, ac-
conling to lecation. )

But notwithstanding all these troubles, famine might
Bave been cscaped, bad it not been for the improvid-
ence of the whole people,—2a fauli not peculiar to tYem
alone, atthough its consequence in their case ars e~
peeiaily deplorable.  Tacy were content to Jet to-mor-
row take cato of itselty trusting 10 bu abls to live cn
from hzand to mouth. And yetthers were précedenu
by whech they should have bevn warned.  From 1837
10 1845 the same caoses produced siniifar resulis in
what were then fronisr distsicts of Michinan, bat are
now ihe richot and mo:t produttive counties in the
Siate; and almost uvery Spring »ince that time thers
have bgen occasiinal instances of destitution.

Itis peshaps cruel to dwell longer on tbis. fanlt,
.wlile its consequences at2 being visited so terribly on
tho-e by whom it wascommitte. \We are peryuaded
that it izl teach a lesson that wiil ung be remember-
e). ‘Asd whi'c we dwell with grile on the prowih
of thé West, let us laara to apprecistethe concomitants
of its growtb, the traits of character which result from
the bonler emizrant’s life,—nt one season of the year
in the widst of almost barbaric frofwion, at anotker
pinched by coldami want,—and learn .aim to prize
the teachings of frogality and temperance in which
the cbllren of New England ave vesred, and withost
practi ing on wlkich they cannot thnive.—~Basion Tro-
veller, May 27. . e

Barri:M 1IN Apvssixia—The practice of she
Abysenisn Charch places the qu=stion beyond dispute,
Tt people wose converied to Chris ianity, and receiv-
ed. their ritval from e Judaszie Church of Egvp,
about_the smiddle of the fourth ceutary.. They atill

eive thei-Bibop from Alexandsis. - Tbey refain
circamehion, and other Jewish obiervances, in con-

Jeaion with Christiavity yaod owing to their- entire
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