.

e
o

178

THE CHURCH TIMES.

Y

Neog Depavtuent.

Ce A AA A ARA R AN

LN

110UBE OF COMMONS, MAY 12,

Mr. Lucas moved for a return showing tho distribu-
tion of tho sum of £18,500, voted for the army wr\ﬁ::ca
of the year 1851 and 1853, under tho head Divx.no
scrvice,” stating tho religious denomination to \rlu-ch
cach clergywan bolonged; tho office, title, and servico
in virtuo of which such allowance was made; the date
of his appointment or of the contmencement of his n!-
lowanee, it an annual one; and the names and distri-
bution of tho religious books paid for out of tho samo
vote.

Mr. Hastie (Paisley) moved that the following word$
b added at the end of Mr. Lucas’s motion ,—*‘and
:‘%f’a copy of each book be laid on the table of tho

Pt

b \;. S. Herbert had been told by the bon. gentleman

W& Taastho works wero ofa very objectionable nature,

Rgsiitrould not be held responsible for them. It
&ﬁ{r%g ould not be p

S recollected that you must oither cstablisha
b Aupwselytism, or leave the prisoners without
7 refiious education whatever. As to lay
' lbot;l it Was a very unusual courc2, but
dm tobe lefk atthe war-office for any
LeS  member who chooso to call and look over them.
Ho hoped the amendwent would not be pressed, and
that the hon. member would not ask for a Jibrary to be
1aid on the table of the House.

Mr. Spooner inquired if the right hon. gentleman

meant to say that any religious denomination could

circulato whatever works they pleased among the army,
Decause they were conformablo to their relizion 2 (Mr.
S. Herbert—* No, certainly not”) If the works were
objectionablo they gught to bestopped.  Let the House
have a list of the works, and then they could see what
w19 objectionable.

3Ir, Hastie said he did not object to tho books fur-
nished to the prisoners, but to those circulated in the
wilitary schools, which were calcalated to degrade the
youngand tender mind by their superstitions, and affect
them in alter life.

Mr.S. Herbert said, it was not the foct that
works of all :Icscriptions were issued to the soldiery,

Imt only thoso who bad received the sanction of the

autboritiesof the 1toman Cawntiu Cursh  (Mr Spoo-
ner.—* Without control 77) Noj; certainly not with-
out control. The books used i the schools were thase
of the Irish National Socicty, and if the hon. member
bad found a child in possession of any otber book it
must have been given to him by his religious teacher,
and was not purchased by the public roney, as in the
case of the prisoners’ works.

Mr. Hastic was satisfied with the explanation, and
withdrew the amendment.

The original wotion was then agreed to.—ZLondon
Evening Mail.

o

Recigiovs Prrsecurioxy AT Froruxce.—The
following is the substance of a letter, received by a
zvntleman ina neighbouring town from kisson, relative
to a leiure delivered last week by Captain Trotter, at
Greenwich:

« Iwent Jast week toa lecture Ly Captain Trotter,
ane of the deputation who visited Italy to procure the
liberation of the Madiai. o said that alibough they
had been released, thers wercbundreds also impnison-
ed tor reading the Scriptures, and gave vssome interes-
ting facts respecting this state of thinps in Florence.

« Three tmes the  deputation solicited an interview
with the Grand Duoke, and were each time flatly
refussd.  ‘The Earl of Roden endeavoured toascertan
if the Blc could be purchased in Florencd, (as one
of the great arguments of the Roman Catholics 1s that
tke circulation of the Scriptures is not prehibited, and
that you may see the Bible exposed for salo in the
windows of booksellers in tbat city): in only one shop
could a copy bs fonnd, and that in ten ponderous vol-
umes, the price of which was £6.

« In Florence the police bave power to throw any
person intoprison for eizht days on suspicion ; and
three Dible-rcaders be found together, they may be
captured and severely punished, even as the Mafliai
were.

« Captain Trolter montioned one instance of a dying
man with whom a gentlaman sat up till midnight, uaul
tbe arrival of the physician, whon the police entered
tbe room and carneid off the doctorand bis friend, and
put them in gao), because three Dille-readers were found
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“together.

v A child of cight years of age, in a dying condition,
entreatod his parents to send for a reader of Scripture
before be died. The reader feared to go, lest bis use-
fulacss might be hinderea clsewkere; bat the urgeney

of tho child's parcnts prevailed,  IIo consented——spoke
1o the ohild—met the pricst on tho stairs as he lefk the
chamber—~and in two hours the polico scized thedying
Loy, took Lim away, and bhis family nover Leard wore
of him,

« Still tho readers bavo much encouragemont. A
gentleman had 900 Bibles ke wished to introdute into
Florence, Ha hired a beggar to carry in four a day.
All but eight woro safely deposted ; but tho beggar,
baving been hitherto saccessful, was detected by the
polica at the gate with them on his person.  Ho losttho
books, made lus confession of the person from whom he
liad received them, and was liberated.—Io retutned to
his employer, who azsembled threo or four persons who
passed that day and might in prayor, in great suspensoe
—the visits of tho police being usually by night—also
the next day and niglt, and a portior of the third day
wero devoted to prayer, when one went to make enqui-
rivs, and it appeared there had been eight pelico atthe
city gate; and having heard-s0 mucli about theso for-
bidden books they began to read,and were soon so much
interested they determined to koep cach a ecopy for
thewselves.

* Another instance of the carcfulness of the Lord
over his praying people was related, in which o person
had fifty or sixty copies of tho sacred volumo in
his licuse 3 when a friend ran into the room saying the
police wero outside. The mastor of the house said, * Let
us pray.’ Ilisfricnd assured himn they would bo on them
in a moment. * Nover mind,’ was the reply ; and ris-
ing from hisknees, said, * Now go and fetch a porter.”
At this time two police were at the gate, but when re-
turning witlithe porter nopolice was there.  The books
were removed to & place of safety: and whils theso
aood men wero thinking they had mistaken the inten.
tion of the police, suddenly the house was filled with
them, a large reinforcement having been sent for in or-
det to preventany cecape. After amost diligent search
from garret to cellar they gave up the pursuit.

* Such are a few facts brought forward by Captain
Trotter to elucidate the state of Florence under the rule
of him who has made himselfin the oyes of the world so
notorious for the persecfition of the Madiai.
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Tue SEARCR for Stk Jous Fraxxuin—~The
departure of the Isabel soraw steamer for Bebiring’s
Straits, furnishes anotler proof of Lady Franklin's de-
votion to her husband and his companions, and of Ler
zeal in carrying out measnres for their rescue. It is
due to ths Admiralty to state that they havo rendered
some assistance in the equipment of the Isabel, and that
-this vessel will be towed by a Government steamer as

faras the Isle of Wight. The beavy exponseshowever
of provisioning and storing the veseel, with a part ofthe
crew—filteca in number—is defrayed by Lady Frank-
lin. The Isabel is provisioned with every requisito for
her long voyage. Mr. ennedy hopes to reach Van-
couver’s Island with his stock of fuzl.  There he will
takein a fresh supply—that island having valuable coal
mines on the north eastern side, about fitty miles from
the clief settlement of Fort Victoria. He will alio take
in a stock of dried beef and vegetables. His provisions
include an abundance of various anti-scorbutic and pre-
served meats and vegetables  AUr. Kennedy will eail
on temperan~e puaciples, taking with lum only such a
quanuty of spints as may be necessary for medical pur-
poses.
Commander Aaguire, at Point Barrow, which is 6¢0
miles beyond the entrance to Bebring's Straits.  Ihe
succeed in cffecting this, he will, should the sca be suf
ficiently open, make his steom power available in any
manner that may be deeased most desitable for prose-
cuting the scarch for Sir John Frauklin, and for the
Captains Coliison and McClure. To this paragraph
wo may add, that the enterprising Arctic traveller Dr.
Rae, leaves Liverpoo!l this day (Sarurday) for New
York, from whence he will journey as fast as possible to
Lake Supcriar. and thence by canoes to the North A-
merican shores. o hopes to be able, by dint of lony
marches, to effict bis proposed exploration chissummer,
and if he discover,as we think he will, a continuity of
water between Bellot Strait and the paseage between
America and Wollaston and Victoria Land, he will
have discovered a North-west passace ; not in all pro-
bability a passage practicable for ships, bnt water com«
munication between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans to
the north of the American continent.~London Athen-
aum, April 9.
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3n. S. M. Peto, M. P.—There was a divine who
used to say when preaching to the youths of bis congre.
gation ; * beware of being golden apprentices, silver
Jjourneymen, and copper wasters ; and with a like mo-
tive it may not be useless to mention that Nr. Peto the

NI

Hue first object will be to communicate with-

builder worked threo years at the henel, used the trow-
ol fur o year, and passed the remaining threo years of
his appromicosbip at tho mason's banker. When ko
was littlo wore than twenty-ono hisuncle died, and left
his business and lis capital jeintly to him and to Mr
Thos. Grissell, also a nepbow.  Thoir first werk was
Hungerford market, their second the new Houses of
Parliament—afterwards placed wholly in the hands of
Me, Grissell.  Thoy buils the Reform Club Houso, the
Oxford and Cambridge Club House, the Model Prison
at Clerkenwell, aud other large structures; the 8t
Jawmes's Theatra was completed by them in thirteen
weeks.  They also entered vory largely into railway
works, and to these alter the dissolution of partnership
Mr. Poto confincd his attontion ; wo may mention moro
especislly the Bastern Counties line, the line from Ash-
ford to IFolkestone, the Southampton and Dorchester,
tho Oxfurd and Birmingham, and in conjunction with
Messrs. Butts, the wholes of the great Nurthern line
north of Poterborough, When wo aay that thore were
employed on his works at ono timo ten first ‘class loco-
motive enpinces, 2300 waggons, 916 hgrses, and 14,800
men, somo idea may be gained of their great extent,
and of the encrgy nnd pawer required to keep all well
in hand. There aro many excellent traits recorded of
Mr. Peto, but for noue does he deservo moro hononr
than for his'continued*and enlightencd efforts to raiso
tho cbaracter of the large bodies of men engaged under
Lim. ) mm . R g

The Rritish Government had sent to Mr. Crampton,
the British Minirter, a gold medallion likeness of Her
Majesty Queen Victoria, and a gold pocket chronomse-
 ter for Capt. Nye, of tho stcamship Pacific, and a gold
meunted trumpet and ten poundssterling for the mate,
-and ten pounds for cach of the »ix men who volunteer-
ed their services and saved the crew and passengers of
tho British bark Jesse Sievens, wrecked some time
since. ‘Tho presents are to Le distributed through the
State Department.—.dm. paper.
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On Saturday last a number of ladies and gentlemen
assembled at Staflord-houso for the purpose ofenabling
those who promoted the ¢ Women’s"Address on Slave-
ry,” and others interested in tbe subjeet, to welcome
Mrs. H. B. Stows to this country, and to give expres-
sion personally to thorespect and admiration which are
felt for that lady. The Duke of Sutberland baving in-
troduced Mrs. Stowo to tho assembly, an address was
read and presented to her by the Earl of Sbaftesbary,
to which Ar. Beecher, brother to the lady guest, replied,
and read a letter on the subject of emancipation from
AMrs. Clay, who bad been selected to receive thoaddress.
After parlaking of refreshments, the ladies who were
present congregated in one of the splendid saloons
apart ; and Mrs. Stowe, seated between the Duchesses
of Sutherland and Argyll, entercd freely into conversa-
tion with ber numerous visitors.
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The Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England bave
lately published their fifth report, the main points of
which ate as follows :—In addition to the five sces now
subjected by act of Parlisment to fixed incomes, the
Bishops of Salisbury, St. Asapb, Ripon, Ely, and
Worcester, bave consented to receive oaly the income
prospectively annexed to their sees; the Dean and
Canons of Durham have in like manncr been limited ,
the Dean anl Chapter of York have agreed to an ar-
rangement of similar scope; 99 reversions have been
sold, and 77 leascholds purchased. The value in fee
of the property thus enfranchised during the past year
exceeds £550,600 ; the total charge upon the common
fand, in respect of 825 angmented benefices, and 235
aew districtsand parishes, amoont to £77,976 yearl),
or a capital sum of £2,598,700 ; and, in consequence
of such linbilitics alreadv incurred, over 1500 applica-
tions still remain arsatisfied. ’

Tho severalitems, added to those wo gave last week,
may help us to rome idea of the proligious lifo and
strength thergds in the Church of England.  That alt
these vast means of Clurch extension should still laz
so much behind the prowing waats of the nation, we
hardly know whether in this there be more cause to
grieve or to rejoice.  Heaven bless oor nabl old Mo-
ther the Church of England ! -

Tar Usiversity or Dunrax.—Tho report of the
Trinity College commission bas been at leogth com-
pleted, aod will bo laid before parliament. It is sta-
ted that rome discussions took place at the recent sit-
tings of the commissioners, es to the expediency of ale
tering the statutes, with a view of opening scholarships
and certain professorships to Dissunters and Roman Ca-
tholics. Thero was adiversity of opinion on thissub-
ject, some of the commissioners baving been favorable
1o such a change, whilo others, including the. Archbi-

shop of Dublin, were adverse to any interference with

.



