208 THE MARITIME

'

PRESBYTERIAN. |

On the other hand lagoons and bays are
being filled up, slowly, if we reckon by
human life, rapidly, .if we reckon by geo-
lugical eras. Men not very old will show
you where they saw brigs built and loaded,
where now you could easily wade across.
And your own eye can see-how the sea is
forming and broadening beaches of gravel
or sand, or the wind %lowing it in hills,
As you walk along these beaches you see
how suil is gradually formed upon them,
and how they become.occupied by various
kinds of vegetation. ..

While]. however, the soil of these islands
is 80 well fitted for agricultury, yet fishing
has alwaysbeen.their ain industry. The
time'is not long past when their fishing
grounds were: the most productiye perhaps
1 the. world.. :Men “scarcely past middle
life tell of seeing O

THREE HUNDRED VESSELS

off their shores at one time and getting
full cargoes in- a few duys, or of Pleasant
Bay bemgso packed with herring that
men had only to dip them up till their
vessel was full. But these duys are past.
Still, the taking of the inhabitants of the
deep, first of the seal in spring, then the
spring herring, then lobsters, co/fish,
mackerel and summer herring, has always
been the principal employment of the
people. But.of lato years the catch has
greatly fallen off.

But to notice the islands more particu-
larly. The

FIRST WHICH MEETS THE EYR

of the voyager coming eitker from the
North or South is Entry, so named be-
causs it stands asa sentinel at the en-
trance of Pleasant Bay, which i€ the seat
ot peatly-all the grade of: tlie islands. 1its
appearance.ig sumewhat;striking. On the
North-eastern side conical hills rise high
above the surrounding waters, the highest
rising nearly 600 feet abuve theé level of
the sea, being the . loftiest point on the
group. Ata distance they appeared to me
to resemblo the humps on the back of a
dromedary. On this side the sea has so
cut in upon it that the cliffs are said to be
400 feet in height, but at the South-west
the land slopes to the shore. 1t is about
two miles long and it nearly circular in
shape. 1 was not upon it, but 1 was in-
foried that there are ssven families resi-
Goent uponat, all Protestants, besides being
resuited to by o lmige number during the

fishing season. The original occupants
were

FROM THE EAST RIVER OF PICTOU,

and one venerable lady, Mrs. Dickson,
nee Cussidy, was long knpwn as the sort of
 mother of the whole.  She died about two
years ago at a very advanced age. :

There is a prisage on either side. That
on the East between Entry ,and Alright
Islands is seven miles wide, and to the
North-west, one of about three miles, sep-
arates it from a gandbeach of four miles in
1ength; making out from Amherst Island.
This is the largest of the group, being
eleven miles in length, but not more then
four at its greatest breadth, and on the
average not more than tivo. There are
only two Protestant fawilies upon it. But
there is a church huilt by the late Admiral
Coftin, the proprietor of the islands, and £
am informed that during the fishing sea-
son, there is sometimes a considerslle
number of worshippers in it. L

To the North two ridges of sand eight
miles long cunnect it with Grindstune
Island, so called from a round hill of grey
freestone, to which the French used to '
resort for grindstones, to which, accord-
ingly,they gave the name of Cap au Moule.
This island is somewhat oval or tortoise
shaped, being about five miles in the
greatest diameter and four in its shortest.

To the North-east it sends forth a long
gravel beach, opposite to which the island
of Alright sends forth another so that there
is but & narrow passage between them. -
The latter is about {our miles in length by
two in width.

Upon these three islands thus so closely
connected, reside nearly all the French
population, to the nuuber of over 4000.
They have four chapels with as wany
priests, and, besides their churches have
‘to maintain convent schools. With the
failure of the fisheii:s of late years, the
maintenance of all these has been felt by
the people a burden heavy to be borne.
These people are much like the French
habitans wherever we find them. Of the
Magdalene lsland French we may say,
however, that they are generally temper-
ate. There are

NO PLACES WHERE LIQUOR
is retailed. Some of the large traders do
not supply it at all and others only import
small quantities to be used for special pur-
puses. Doubtlessitisimported otherwise,

1 but still its use is cumparatively limited.




