Mark™ of excellonce and of purlty, and
ruch  Juspection will be snccepted, In
cofidence and security, by purchasers
the world over, Chief or final inspee.
tion at this point, wihl in addition to
centrallzing the grain business here,
materlaliy {acilitate tie earlier vealiz.
atlon on sales—and under vertain con.
dltions enable the owners to obtain
o hetter Hgure thau would have been
possible under Fort William inspection
alcne.  For instance where wheat just
misses a high grade and would neces-
sarily be forced to take the next lower
one, with the difference perhaps of sev.
eral cents per bushel the owner of such
wheat if sold for local milling pur.
poees wowld In all probability realize
within a small fractlon of the high
grade price. Another point of ad.
Cvautage in Winnipeg Inspection is that
in tho event of the owner of wheat
ot beinyg satisfivd with grade, he mny
ltave cas held out at Fort Willlam and
re-duspected or dispose of it as he may
deemi best.  Tnder Fort Willlam in.
spection the wheat was invariably un.
loaded and in store before the owner
was advised as to grade,

The centralization of the grain
trade alrcady referred to, will have n
bencticial tendency towards augment.
Ing the business of the bauk clearing
houwse herc, the transactions of which
are cousidered a valunble index of the
finanelal importance of 1 community,
and gives to such a recognized stand-
ing: not otlhierwise easily obtained.

STATISTICAL.

The board publishes annually in it
priuted report statistles and interest.
ing information relating to the follow.
ing subjects.  Direct exports and im-
ports to and from foreign countries
and the duty paid thereon:; Inland rev
cenue eollections at this port; Winnipey
assessment: Manitoba wheat exports:
graln storage capaclty; grain Inspec-
tion statistics; Winnipeg clearing
phouse returns and post uffice statistics.
To me any thing rclating to the growth
of the provinee, and particularly of
Winnipeg. 1s a mattor of great interest
a0 1 Ean not refrain from introducing
a few statisties in addition to those
alread enumerated, although, I am
fully aware, that under almost any
ciremstances, statistics uaro moro or
less dry. and something nninteresting.
I row mention these simply for the pur.
puse of shwowing by way of compari-
son, that we are steadily progressing.
and that there exists a perfect hasis
for our faith in Winnipeg becoming.
in the early future, & realiy great and
wealthy comnsercial centre. Let us
first gianco at our population. A
wle many times told, 1 admit. yot still
fuli of interest. Going back two de-
cades wo find in the year 1880 the
popuiation 6,278, in 1890 it has riseu
0 28,000 and durlng tho past len
vears has practically doubled. A must
causervative estimate now placing it
at 45,000 while some authorities
place it much higher. .

The assessment, also n matter of in.
terest. being the index of Increasing
wealth, is mentioned in the board’s
statistical report, but refers only to
the past two or three years. I wigh to
carry you somewhat further into the
past. [ 1880, Winnipeg's nssessment
was $4,008.460 in 1390 313,612,410
and at the present time is $24,000,.
000, This doss not include exemptlons
covering sehools, churchoes, public build.
ings. parks. etc., which would add an
additional 5,000,000 to the fore going

figures.
WATER SUPPLY.
The question of water supply is an
important ono and a foew figures may
be of some interest. In 1890 about
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18 milcs of water maing were in use,
witlt 660 house sorvices. Ab the prasent
t:mo thero are over 48 miles of mains,
22 of which Lbelong to the new system.
Somo of tho now mains are of very
lutge caphcity:s Thers are nbw 1,900
services, It is antlcipated this number
will stoadily lncrease. Thai the city
was wise in declding  to coutrol its
own water supply, will, I am convine-
cd, Le fully borno out the coming sexn.
son, when tho new plant is in  com.
plete operatton. ’

In the matter of street lighting, now
#lso controllod by the city, {t may be
interesting to learn that within the
next two wecks 212 arc lamps of the
lntest improved mike, will he castiig
thelr effulgent rays over the streets
of MWinnipeg. As the entire plant is
new, and of most modern construction,
a very considerablo improvement in
the street lighting may be looked for.
In 1890, 80 lights sufficed for tho
clvy's requirements as agalnst  the
212 now soon to be in use.

In the tmportant public works de
pariment of the city, presided over hy
Chief Engincer Ruttan, we find the
following substantial progress re-

corded:
1880. 1890, 1900.

Pavements, miles ... nil 9 31 .
Sigewalis, miles ... 9%% 102 1591-2
Sowers, miles ..... ... 31-4 21 47

*%__No accurate vecords Estimated.

Besides this, many miles of houle.
varding has Wwen dono, and mueh of
a similar elags of work {s projceted for
the coming season.

PUBLIC SCIIOOLS. '

A report dealing ab all with Wine
nipeg’s progress would certainly not
te complete without some reference
to her public scitool system. The fol-
lowing figures as to its growih speak
louder thian words.

1880—~Value of 8choois, sites and
buildiugs, $15,000; nunber of pupils
enrolled, 557.

1890—~Value of schools, sites and
buildings. $104,8%0; number of pupils
cenrolled, 3,639.

19u0—Value of schools, sites and
buildings  3471,000; nusmaber of pupils
enrotled, 7,172, :

The policy of the school Hoard in
catly acquiring commadious schwol
groundr cannot be tov highly com-
mended.

TELEPHONE SYSTEM.

Another evideunce of our progress is
found in the wonderful development of
our tolephone system. The tirst of
May,. 1881 ,witnessod the opening  in
Ulus city of the first telephone ex.
change, with twenty-{ive subsoribecs.
Sinco then there has been a steady .
nual increaso in she number and at
tiie present time 1,250 subscribers on.
joy. cither in their homes or business
places, this really indispensitic con.
venlence; 1,745 miles of wire ou poles
and 502 undar ground; atotnl of 2,.
247 miies is reqguired in the installing
of these Instruments. There are,
within the city's boundaries, 65 1miles
of poles. The system employed is
known as the meotallic circult system,
I. e., two wires to each subscriber. Win.
nipcg was tho first clty in Cannda to
generally adopt  this system. The
long distance telephotie, now recogniz.
ed in tho large business centres us prac.
tically invaluable for the rapid trans.
actlon of business, I8 also showing
marked deovelopment here. I under.
stand not less than 200 mtles will bo
constructed during the coming sea-
eon, coniccting Winnipeg wilhh Port.
age In Prairie, Carberry, Brandon, Min.
nedoss, Neepaws and intermediate
powts. »
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Iu concluding these references to
Wihmnljeg's progress I canuot per-
haps do g0 moras 1ittingly than by quot.
liig {1'9m a letter written nearly cight
years'ago by Sir Willlam Van llorne,
whose foresight and judgment: is
widely acknowledged, In which he
saye: ‘“Che sitintion of Winnlpeg, just
where the forests end aud the grent
vralrie beglus, and Its sithation as re.
gards railways, all of which n the
Canadian  Northwest centre upon \it,
must make it for all tlme what it Is
now, the focal point of all the trade
of all the vast and almost Jncompre.
heusible reglon extendlug to the Rocky
Mountains and tho Mackenzie basin, u
reglon embraging fertile arens ireater
than these which have made Chicago.
Agrieniture in 4. “~nadiat Northwest
can no longer be ..garded by anybody
as ah experinrent, it I8 an established
aud profitable fact, and, therefore, I
regard the great future of Winnipeg
as certain as sunrlse, and Y do not
kiiow any place on this continent with
more magnificent prospects ahead of
It. ogret that I have not time to
give in full the reasons for my belief,
It indeed it should be callad™ beller,
for it stems to be one of those clear
cases of cause and effect, of certnin
things producing certaln results, which
conte within the domain of ab:olute
knowledge.” That this opinlon, ex.
pressed so many years ngo has, if any.
titing;, been strengthened is evidenced
by the large investments so recently
plade by that gentleman In establish.
ing not far from Winnipeg, a model
farm of 6,000 gcres, which when we
cotislder the Improved methods which
will no doubt beo introduced will make
it practically an illustration farm, and
of almost Incaleulable valué to the
surrounding country,

POSTAL MATTERS.

Many matters in connectlon with
this department have been brought to
tho notlee of the board and have been
given prompt attention. ‘The en-
largement of the lobby and other
alteratious to the city post office for
the purpese of facilitating the yroper
Lhandling of the mails is referred to in
the council’s report, which I desire to
supplement by saying, that ulthough
the alterations have resulted in a
somewhat jmproved eondition ol af.
fairs it is scarcely open to fquestion
that the lobby is even now entirely
inadpqlmm for the requirements of the
public, aud I would vecommend that
& comniitter be appolnted to urge upon
the government the necessity of a very
matc.r.iul cnlargement of she present
lm]ldny: which has done Juty for the
past fifteen years during which period
business has very materially Incrensed
aud that the customs and other {rov.
erument business be concentrated ns
far as possible, in such building. I*he
city council are asking the co-opera.
tion of this board in having sub  or
branch post offices established in var.
lous parts of tho city. The matter is
worthy of cousideration and will no
doubt be taken up by the new coun-
cll. Whether it i9 a reasonable, prac.
tical and necessary proposition Iam
not prepared to say.

EXPORT STATISTICS.
_ The question of a rellable and cor-
reet rocord of Manitoba’s exports is
one of extreme {mportance. and I
trust that tho committee of this boargd
having this matter in charge will sparoe
no effort in ondeavoring to have the
present unsatisfactory system chang.
od. As now published in the Dominion
government trade and navigation re.
turns. Manitoba appears as exporting
but o few cattle and a paltry amount



