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11LIXINGSPPE[NT
This weok ivc 'give a 'very f ull re-

port of theo rnning conivention lielti re-
cently at Rat Portage. Titise lias
mrade ait cgitt-page enio.rgemcunt or
Mile ConmmiercialnUccsSary wliieli %vial
belp toi niake up for tie reducedl wps
of the paper for a few number.s after
the tht'. Wo hope tlbno report wl-
PwvYf lDtertff-ing ta OUr rea'e.g, and
also b, a menue or bpreadlng know-
ledge ircgiirding tine great minerai re-
9>urces of Western Canada.

CANADIAN BACON IN
FAV< R.

lir. J. Griffin, manager ut the »)ork
pacLing factory of F. M. Grittii, & Co.
of St. Thoson, Ontario. wlia %vas in
Wnnipeg reccnitly, says that tae
cnî.laratively Iigli prIce or live Izags

ln Canada, compared witit prices lu
ieadinlg United States markets. la due
ti lie ligher prices realzed for Cana-
&d liog products lu British markets.
Canadian bacon fias nOîv a higli rait-
utatinui ln ]3ltlSh w2arkets, so Muelh
te tlzat It talla for fram 1 tu 2d ffdglier
la UnlteU States bacon. for beat
tQt& Tis la lax'gely awing ta tine
waY Itoge are ted lu Canada. If theo
freeCO PtomIIO proIn Oaur non' tariti
kindu te thse exclusive ltding of corna,
lt ls feared if> MaY redUtt tino prestigo
CE Canadien bacon. Ma. GrilUln says
plc et of 10, protinets are lalgi lu tino

t.l Owlng ta te depleteti stocks u
tcteunt ut large expoarte. Thuugîs thse
Lst ttnter pack was îlot heavy, Mr.
GlUit BaYt the generat tendency le

ta expanti theo packing business lit the
catt andthein number of hage ralesed
Is being steadily lnereaieti.

THE F RE 11OLD LOAN.
Tlt'- enuual report or tine Preettod

Louit andi Savirîgs cornpanly. shows a
very eatlsfaetory yeur's buelu.asu, a
surplus ot $12<)OO liavlag been carrleid
over. after paylng dividende, wrlting
of[ fur lobbei 3, and maklig utiier allowv-
uceS. Thec martgago ffeuritlea ut
tise company now stand uLt -$5,48Z5,701;
IL liai. cash an hiaut, $287,221, undi
theo office building àttid ather property
apîteare ut $851-1,625, iaking lit aDU
$0,182,607. bebides tîkupald tubz;url)be
stock $,0440 v1îwileit ta aneet
$4,088,244 of deibcsnîures, deosits unti
lhlterest.

Prebidet Goaderlîamn Eîecam tai bu ot
tise Opinion tlîat, te busineîss d.ejîres-
senî 18 lifting. The tarin tands thse
campany inlds Ili Ontario, lie sayq, are
ail reuteti. andi but fewv of it; proper-
ties lu Tuo ato are vacant. Tmare le,
too, lie adde, a markred limprovemient
in tise condition ar Maniltoba, while
tine activity lu western mililîg must
lîelp te whlrle body pauLlc.

The Freulioid lias long beau a fav-
orite cotnpatiY lu tise West, ivlticui la
as mueli dut, ta Ltse personaii popuilur-
ity af Ur. Tühn ussell, manager et
Winsnipeg for titis Company, as ta Ltne

wi-il knowll rellahiilty af tise carnpany
Itacif.

IrHE? CR0O W'S$ N LST ROAD.
Tise recent reports £rram <.ttawa

that a basls af agreement iîad hanta
arrIved at wiLs te Canaditi Pacific
naiway company tor Lthe canýstrue-
Liais ai tisE Crow'a Nest Pass ratlway,
lins been receivcd ivith a grcŽat dent
of itîterest iserc. Tite papular dz!imani
tor tino construction of this ruait le so
grat (aven ta tino overshiadawlng af
otisur peritapa eqtiiily Imaportanif at-
terb) tinat tise gaverumont wll na
doubt be jwtifled by public opinion iu
giving a large grant ta uecure tino
construction of tise roand.

IL lb perliapa îremature tu disciise
tins prapoica arrangement ;Vith tae
Canadlian P'acifie Itailway company
betare Lise bill lu Intraduceti ln parlia-
ment, ai; If may ha round tisat tine ex-
net ternsb wlil vary consldoraily froin
tise idlegeti terms,nu. given ln Tho Com-
mercial and other journali; lest %week.
Sufficiont tinte shtould ba given, alter
tise exact termes ara matie public, ta
aiiow thse business people ut Lise Wvest
ta pranounCu upan .Lie proposeti bar-
gain, beforb IL la adapted by jiariia-
ment.

Thts ailegeti terme, as givsit in Tite
Commercial lest week, mention ttttt
various reductlins in treigiat ratces
hiave beau kiecured Jrota tisa railwtîy
campany Iuî return for Lin propc.sed

aid. It l& Impossaible ta tlli at pres-
ont jueL winat time retinetions ln
freiginta lsean. andi, Literetoro, their
value La the welit le very uncertaiu.,
Foi, Instance, If Ltno prapastil redue-
tions lu tinrougi trelgite £ram thse
east are ta apply ta ail rail treigiste
ouly tiselr value wvlll be Lrifliîîg !n cana-
-.pari5ati wIlt a re<luation Iu tistougli
latte andi rail rata to Winnipeg usuti
pointe ivest. Tino grat bulk or theo
traffkl Io andled by laire andi rail, anti
wiviere tisa greatest bonofit wauld
camte ln, would bis a reduction ln rates
front Fort William westward, anti
front Western points ta Fort W'ii lm.
Reduction ln rate@, etlir eastbound
or wcetbaund, east of Fort 'William,
ilIi affectt but a very linîlteti nsousst

of Lise total triaffio, owing ta tino
cineapes or wator rates to andi trom
Port William. Hlowever, It l1 nacre
opeoulatian disessssing these a' legeti
terme, until tino exact terme are madie
known, ne tino reportoti reductions in
rates mzy ina construed ta la-
tilcato very dilterent mo3anings.

Tise stat.etnent timat no reduetiane
'uvoulti bu, made Ili rates front Wlnni-
peg west, wlilie trougis rates would
bo redtrod tram thse Dsat, naturally
aweo alarm, lu tisa eity. Tis muet
surely bis an errar. Tlie Commercial
cannas belleve Lisat eltinar tise gavern-
ment or theo raliway company would
agree ta a condýtion wlihi woulti be
su dIsastroua tai tiis clLy.

Any Doro:-ment wiii wlii uaL Ins-
elude the, abà-ogatlon o! tise 10 par
cent. clause la tise Canaian Pacifie
Raliway charter, avil ha unsatlsfae-
tory ta, nansy. Tisa acceptance af titis
clause hy parlament lu te tiret place
,vae maoraliy tvrong. Now iL eau be
clalmet tisat thoera are veeteti rigise
on tine part o! the bandlioltiera, whîiclu
tise company lttl! canot aurrender
w1tnout, the confent at tine bontihoiti-
cre At the aime Lima, nu opi ortun-
ity sinoulti ho snssed ta try tu affect
a compromise o! titis question saLs-
faetory to ail concerneti, as It aiau.id
nrtqutrotonahly ho withlinah rîgint
(andti 1 9 tise duty) of tihe state tai
exereise a regailating. czntra'. over
public ariers.

DUTY ON MUTTON.
Tise change la the now tarif! blIh iu

tino maLter of the duty ou issuttoil,
le causlng tomo uncasinesa ln aur wnest-
eru range dIfstlcts. winere cousiUerable
,attentIon is glven te sheep, ranclîlng.
Thno aid duty on frosn meate was a
.,pacitie dnty of tinree cents par pounti.
Thtis lias beceu crgeti In the new tar-
If! ta 35 par ceuL. The danger ta
aur range luterafit is (roni Australia.
Ijuder thse rerIprz>cal c.auce, usutton
(rom New Southl Walcs cotîlt come ln
sudur tise reeIpro=I clambe, whlciî
inakeS a lurther reduction In thîe tar-
iff, New Sotttii Wa.es bdlrrg a low tar-
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