TIIE COMMERCOIAY,.

territoties, whero tho climatic conditions are
wmuch woro varied than the differcnce in climate
between the two sections where farms are now
cstablished. In a furthor extension of tho
number of experimental farms, the dry belt
might be taken iuto account with a view of
testing o system of irrigation. At any rate,
thero is a vast region of otherwise valuable
country which will require icrigation. If some
syatem of irrigation can be sdccessfully in.
angurated, the value of Westorn Canada to the
Dominion will be greatly incroased.

THE SALMON.

1L will be interesting to kuow somothing of
the salmon, about which so much is sail in a
commercial way. Very fowx wno kuow the
tasto of this luscious tish are fami'im with its
habits, We will speak of the salinon as it is
knowa {a the Feaser river, of Britiak Columbia,
whore tho greater portion of the western
supply of this fish, both fresh and canned, is
taken. Thore are a large number of kinds of
salmon in British Columbia waters, but thero
aro only thres variotios taken to u large extent
for food. The salmon usually puts in an
appearance ia the Feaser rivar along about the
middle of March. The varioty which oarrives
first is knowa as tho *‘spring salmon.” “Lhis is
the largest and finest species of this fish Theso
fish are caught and shippad largely in a fresh
stato to points as far east even as New York.
The -0 of spring salmon was quite lurge ia the
Feaser rivor this year. Tnao spring salmon do
not run in as vast numhars as the kinds which
arrive in the river later in tho secason. The
canneries do wot pack spring salmon as a rule
to any extont, as prices are high in the spring
and tho rua usually not heavy enougn to make
it worth while commencing operations. Some-
times some of the canneries begin operations on
spring ailmon bofore the later varieties arrive.
Prices in the apring range from 50 ceuts to §l
per fish to tishermen who have their own boats.
The weight of the spring salmon is about fifteon
pounda,

The variety kuown as the suckeye arrive in
the river usually about the middle of July.
This is a smaller fish, weighing on an average
about six pouands. It makes up for its small
size, however, in the vastness of its numbers.
The sockoyes are usually by far the most
vumerous, and when they commence to run the
canneries are all started to work. This is the
variety canned principally. Large quantities
are also frozen in a fresh state in freez:rs
creed for the purpose, for shipment later on,
a3 a ma: et caonot be had for them asfast as
they are caught. The sockeyes usually
continue to run until the first of September,
when the nets are hauled ou on account of the
close scason. The close scason lusts for one
month, andnosockeye netsare allowed to beused
during that time. By the time the close scason
is over there are not wsually many of these fish
left, and those caught are thin and not good
quality.

Following the sockeye comes another variety
called *‘cohoc” salmon. These fish usually put
in an appearance in the river during the latter
part of September, or first of October. This
year they camo eacly and in great numbers,

and are still ranning in the Frazer to some
oxtent. They usually coutinte to run for
about two months, but are not as a rulo in as
large numbors as tho sockeyes. Tho crhoe is
nearer the size of the aockeyo,

Though not usually in large numbers, the
springsalmon continuoto run throughoutthe sea-
son. Sowmo of the spring varioty aro whito flesh-
od, whilo others aro red. Tho white do not com.
mand ready sale, though it is claimed by some
that they profer thom Lo the red, At times the
white fleshed predominate. Tho canners
usually resumo operatians to pack the cohoe
salmon after the expiration of tho closo season,
but this year nothing was done in
packing theso fish, owing to the large cun of
sockeyes oarlior, and to the low prices for
canned stock. Tho heavy run of fish this year
was a surprise, as the run was alsv largo last
yoar, and there is a belief among fishermen
that the fish aro not likely to appear in largo
numbers two or moro years in succession, It
was also a belief with mauoy that the fish which
weot up the river never roturned to the sea,
but died. Thisideaisnowexploded. Though
it is no doubt true that & good many dio, it has
been proved that many also return to tho sea.
The Dominion Govornment established a fish
hatchory someo ycars ago on the Fraser river,
and in this establishment millions of salmon
eggs are annually propogated. There are
abont seventeen cinneriss on this river, and
two establishments are engaged in taking the
fish for shipment fresh.

WILL GROW MORE WHEAT,

One of the effects of the McKinley bill, with
its high duty upon barley, will be to drive Eust-
ern Canada tarmers more into raising wheat, in-
stead of barloy. This will probably decrease
the demand in Oantario for Manitobs wheat,
though a certain quantity of hard wheat will
be wanted for mixing. Canada will thus have
more wheat and less barley for export, and
insteal of sending barley to thy Ubited States,
we will send a few more million bushels of
wheat to Great Britasin. Thus the situation
will be evened up. Iustead of competing with
United States farmers in their own market,
with our barley, we will compete with them in
British markets, with our iocreased surplus of
wheat. The matters seoms to be about as
broad as it is long, barriug the probability
that in some parts of Canada growing barley
would be wmore profitable than wheat,
were there not this artificial barrier of high
duties on exports in the way.

PECULLARITIES OF CIVIC TAXATION.

Last weck we copied an article from the
Winnipeg 7ribunr upon the anomalous tax
system in vogue in Winuipeg. There is another
peculiarity of the manner in which taxes are
levied in Wionipeg which was not mentioned
by the 7'ribunc. It isa well known fact that
taxes are very much higher on some strects
than others, in instances where there is no
appsrent reason for such discrimination. For
instance, in the case of two streets close to
and running parallel to each other through the
same part of the city, and cach only suited for
private resideuces, there would appear to be no

good reason for any great differenco in the va.
nation of the property for purposes of taxation
cepecially where the public improvements «

one street are of about the same naturo as o

the other.  Yet thoe are cascs of such & natw

in Winaipeg, where property is assessod ver

muck higaer on ono streot than on th

noxt parallel street, though the civic e
penditure upon cach street has been abo
the same. Oa tho one streot the ros

dents, at their own expenso, have plantd|
rows of treces and leveled up and boul

varded thoe street in {ront of their residence-
On the other street, though in just as good
locality, and with the property just as valaable,
tho residents have no* taken the samo interest
in improving the appearauce of their surroun.

iogs. Tho reason is that on ono street th-
residents are property owners, while on tl.
other they are tenants. In the first instan. .
tho people who have at their own expeu-»
undertaken to beautify tho city aro rewarduvd
by having their taxes increased 25 or 50 per
cent. above that of their noighbors on the nevt
strect. | This is another of the tax anomali.s
of Winnipeg, which is certainly peculiar in s
nature.

LEGAL MONOPOLIES.

The tcrritorial assembly passed un ordinun e
at ite moeting last winter, granting somethinyg
of & monopoly to the ternitorial lawyers, Tue
intention of the Act was to give legal gentle.
men resident in the territories, the sole right
appear in the local courts. The Act has been
disallowed by the Dominion Minister of Justice,
wherat the Regina Zeader complains that while
Manitoba lawyers can appear in territorial
courts, territorial lawyers are debarred from
appearing in Manitoba courts.  The legal
gentlemen of Manitoba have for some time
enjoyed a monopoly, through the passago of u
Act some years ago, restricting outsiders from
practicing in this province until they have com
plicd with certain local regulations. Thisi-a
species of protection which is not creditable
its pature, as itis reasonable that the great.st
freedom sahould exist between the differcn
portions of the Dominion.

SETTLERS FROM DAKOTA.

An important feature in immigration tuto
Manitoba this year is the influx of settlors {rom
Dakota. These are mostly Canadians from the
eastera provinces, who settled in that state
years ago, but who have become discouraged
by a succession of poor crop years. Settlrs
from Dakota drive across the boundary alt
along the frontier, and their arrival is hardly
noticed in the country, but the immigratios
fromn this source is considerable this year, and is
likely to incrcase in the future, especially of
Dakota should huve another poor crop neit
year, in which casc a large influx of settiers
might be looked for from that quarter. These
Dakota farmers have had experionce in prairic
farming, and as they are largely Canadisus,
they are about the most desirable settlers we
could receive.

Geo. V. Hastings, of the Keowatin flour mill
was in Wianipeg last weck.
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