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TO VIS) TINO LUMBERMEN.

Lunibettmen visiting Totonto are inuited te use the
oaffice of the CANADA LUMBERMAN as their own. We
shaff take pleasure in supplying thein witm euaiy con-
venience for receiuing and answering thai, correspond-
ance, and hold ourselues at their servica in, any other
way they rnay desira.

AN ENCOURAGING OUTLOOK.
Tiîima-t arc many inîdications to bc sceîî point-

mng to a more prosperous conditionî of affairs iii
Canada iii tire near fuiture. The colilpse of tire
South Africa boom, the unsatisfactory conditions
prevailing iii Australia, together with tirc unî-
settlcd state of affairs iii the United States, as
tire restait of whiclh a large amott of British
capital lias î'eccîîtly becn withdrawn froin thlat
country, anîd tire possibiiity of thre adoption of a
silver coinage, whichi %vosîld lead to, a stili further
wthidrawal of British investnients, ail point to
Canada as otie of the most desirable fie.:ds for tire
invcstinent, of foreign capital in the future.

Tire recena gold mining developmeîîts iii Brit-
isli Columbia are certaiti also to prove a rnoSt
importanît faîctor iii our friturc prosperity. We
have tire dt,-surance of experts of tie higliest
authority that tire gold mines of Britisli Columbia
are tice ricliest iii thre world. At tire present tinie
Millions of foreigil capital is beilng ilivcsted in
tiiese mines, and thre prophec), is being made
that a large influx of population w~ili resit
wvithin the next fcev years. Owing to tlie disap-
pointing cxperience of Britisli capîtalists wlîo
itivestcdl largcly iii Grand Trunk securities, Cani-
ada lias hitherto becui shutntîed by tire Britisha

investor, anîd otlier field-, whliîii %vere les% promis-
ing iiae benierittcd at our expense. It now
seenîis probable that our turn wvill conie in the
iiiiiiediate future. WVe have one of the riciîest
counttries, iii point of natuirai resources, uipon tire
face of tire globe. Wc have alsio a favorable
clinmatc sand unrivalled transportationi facilities.
'Ile only lack capital and Population, and it
seemns probable tliat tliese nccssities are 110w

about to cornle to us. If so, wve niay expect to
wvitîîess imiprovenient iii evcry line, ini wii
event tire lumbiter industry wvill bc aiong tliose
whiclî w~iIl be miost benefitted.

POLITICS AND BUSINESS.
IT is subject for regret tlîat a gencral clection

slîould taike place iii botît tire United States aund
Canada this ye-ir. There wvere indications at the
commencement of the 3'ear of ani inîprovemient in
business conditions, but these indications appear
to, have bcen dispelled, for the preserit at least,
as the resit of the elections whicli have just
taken place iii Canada anid are now pending in
tire United States. These elections promise to
cause a continuance of tire business depression
for Soule tirnc to corne.

Tire change of Governmcnt iii Canada, and tire
probable change iii the United States are further
disturbing elenients in flire business situation.
Thero is in the United States îlot only the prob-
able change of Govcrtinmcnt to be considered, but
tire possibility, thoughi rio doubt a. rernote one, of
tie adoption of a silver coinilge. In Canada
tliere is the uncertainty consequent upon the
helief tliat alteratiotîs of a more or less importanît
cliaracter will be made in tire existing tariff. We
do tiot thiîîk that there is nîuchi cause for aiarm
on this score. There may be, and probably wvill
be, sonîîe re-adjustmrent of thre tariff, but wve feel
assured tlîat AIr. Laurier aiîd his colleagues have
beconie fully awvare, that iîîjury votild ho iikely to
resuilt toi tire business interests of tire country,
and to therrseives as a party from any radical
chanîges. It rnutst be borne in mmid thiat a very
large rev~enue is needed to meet the running
e\peîîses of Governiment, and uîîless sonie im-
portant savings cati be effected, it wvill be imipos-
sible for tire Govcrnment to revert to aîivtîiîîg
like a revenue tariff.

We trust, therefore, tlîat tire business coin-
mutnit>' will niot ho detcrred from pushing for-
ward aîîy enterprises wvlicli tlîey may have
already entered uipon, or which they iîîay have
liad iii contemplation, from thre feair that tliere
xvi', be any important disturbance of existing

iniditions. We have already experienced too
1. -g a pcriod of business depression and inactiv-
ily, and it should noiv ho the aim of everyone to
assist iîî bringiîig about a more satîsfactory con-
dition of affairs ait the earliest possible date.

With tire incoming of a newv Governnîent it
nia)' not be out of place to point out thiat in tie
past tire efforts of hotu political parties seem toi
have been too largely directed to securing or
iainitaining power, wlîile tue development of ie

couintry's resources lias îiot rcccived that meas-
uire of attention whicli its importance demands.
The nîost important question wvhich any Govera-
ient cani turn its attention to, is that of bringing

into tlîe country population of the proper class.
Tire lack of population is at the foutîdation of
maîîy of our business difficulties. We have
spent mioney liberally in tire construction of

public works to facilitate tire tranîsportation of
passengers anid mierchiandise, id lin this respect
are wveli equipped and have ample facilitses te
nîcet tire requireits of a population i ai»
tinies ias great as tit wvliclî wc possess. Tire
iîîterest charges arising out of tire expendituire
for these public wvorks rests heavily upon our
preserit siili population, but would he liglitly
borne if %ve %vere able to add a fcev millions to
our populationi. Tliere is also, a grent disadvaîi-
tage in doing business in so large a counitry so
sparsely populatied. It beconies îiecessary to,
travel long distanîces lîctweeti centres of popula-
tion. Ilad wc a population of say froin iften
Io twenty millhionis, business possibilities wvouild
be vastiy inecased, whle tire expense of getting
titis incrcased business wvould bc little more tlîan
at prescrnt. We are pleased to sec tire suiccess
wlîicli is atteîidiîîg the effort to establisii a fast
steamsiîip service between Canada and Europe.
It is now ail but certain tirat suicli a service wvill
ho establislied iii the necar fuiture. Trhis service
shouid prove a niost important factor iii adding
toi our populationi and iii tire developillent of otir
teSOLIrceS.

CANADIAN TRADE WITH GREAT BRITAIN.
Tiuc many inquiries whiiclh we receive froin

time to time from dealers in Great Britain
for tlie mddress of Canadian dealers iii various
kinds of hlumber stroîîgly eiiiphasizes tire necessity
of steps being takeo toi introduce our lumber
more thoroughly in tire Britishî market. It is
pleasing to kiîow tlîat the agitation iti tliis journaf
some montlîs ago along tItis litre lias not been
without resuit, several îaiîaffacturers hiaving
intimiated their intention of investigating tue
prospects for a remunerativo expert trade.

It siîould îlot be tirat: prospective cuistomers
aire ohliged to miake uinusuai efforts to ho piaced
in communication w~ith those froîL wvhoin tiley
desiro toi pîtrchase goods. On the contrary, suicli
arrangements siiould ho made, b>' tire establisl-
ment of a Canadian lunîber bureau or otiîerwvise,
as would enable the purchaser to obtain witîot
delay tire names of manufacturers in Canada
wvlo are iii a position to, supply tie desired stock.

Tue question of seîîding a representative toi
Great Britain, in tire interest of the lîardwvood
manufacturers, lias not as yet borne fruit. The
viewv is lieid hy some dealers that it %vouild 'uâ
some time beforo thero wvould rcsult sufl'icient
trade te, cover the expense of sucli a niove, parti)'
owving to the conservatismi which characterizes
business mon in the old country. But tlîis argu-
ment is wveakcned. by the fact that th-zy are cotn-
stantiy enquiring for Canadian goods, with tlîe
viewv of opening up trade. And if Canadians arc
slowv to appreciate the fact, it is quito probable
that others wvili pre-empt the field.

The iiealthy condition of tire Britishî market at
thre presenit timo with respect to Canadian goods
slîould encourage manuifacturers ta, take immie-
diate action, espccially as it is îiou almost certain
tlîat prescrnt values wvill be maintainied tlîrouîglî-
out the season. Notwithstanding that the lum-
ber receipts from Canada have thus far this year
been.greatly in cxcess of tire same period last
year, the consumptioii lias been correspondingly
large, wvitlî the result thiat availablo stocks are
very liglit. Anothier encouraging foature is to
be found in tire increase in shipments of thin
lumber to tire British market during the presont
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