THE CRITIC. 3
FUR THER D 6 INGS OF THE M AJOR ) ¢ That was a good shet of oura :\t tho waterspout,' hn uﬁ. *1f wo had

Br F. Brake CnorroN.
(Author of “The Major's Béy Talk Stocice,” “The Berdderel Quecisty” )

UP THE SPOUT.

“ What a rpout I' murmured little Bob reflectively. )

“+ \Vatorapout I’ did you say 1" asked the Major, looking up from his
neWwapapor.

“No," eaid Bob ; I was thinking that a speut that ono in Dacotah
musat havo been.” ]

¢ Plaare oxcuse mo,” 8aid the Major ; * I really had no notion of making
o silly pun ; but tho slightost thing always does remind me of watvispouts
over sinco that awful day whon I was dowa in the Maelstrom.”

“ Down in tho Maclstrom " exclaimed both boys. .

« Down in tho Maclstrom,” repoated Major Mendaxoe quictly and dis-
tinctly. “I feit a natuml curiosity to explore that whirlpool.  Dosides, I
thought that Poo's description of its intorior needed to be voritied by somo
thoroughly roliable person. So I availed myself of o friond's offer, and
wont with him in his yasht to sco tho midnight sun off the north-west of
Norway. Roturning, he kindly agroed to aid e in 1y project of oxploring
tho Maolstrom.

Wo anchoroed the yacht a fow miles away from the celobrated whirlpool,
outside the influonce of its suction. I put off in a emall boat, connected
with tho yacht by a stout rope. I had taken care to provide a huge coil of
bran new ropo, and had scon by inspection that overy inch of 1t was sound.
Thoy paid it out from tho yacht as I increasod my distanco, and thuy wero to
cease doing so a3 soon a8 my boat began to disappear down tho outward
inclino of the Maclstrom, Whenover I want:d to bo pulled back I was to
hold up a flag. I had little rowing to do, for I presently began to bo drawn
forward with over-increasing speed. Tho motion, which was oxhilavsting at
first, soon grow alarming.

Strange phonomena, too, appeared in thosky. A cloud overhod seemed
dancing round and roundyand another farthor on soomed imitatingit,  Any-
whoro olso I should have continued gazing at theso novel spectacles. Then
and thore I fancied they wore only optical illusions, reflections of tho mighty
whirlpool underncath, .

Soon-I was too close to the yawning mouth of the Maelstrom to sparo

anothor glance at clouds or horizon. Tho roar was growing torrilic, and tho | ¥~

boat was travelling « lightning speed. Tho ropo, it flashed upon e, oven
now wight fail to stand the strain whon it should be drawn taut. 1 repent-
ed of my rashness in coming so far, and hastily raisod my flag.

Thoy saw my signal in the yacht, In a few scconds I felt a check, and
tho rusning water from bohind began to dash over tue stern. Thep, with
a sound like a groan, the iron staple to which the rope was fastencd was
draggod out of tho wood ; and the boat bounded down the outer slope of
the whirlpool  Instinctively T thrdw myself after the retinng rupe,1n a
mad attewpt to grasp it. 1 only succeeded in placing mysol{ some yards
behind tho boat,in whose wake I was sucked swiftly on to tho abyss.

Tho boat, and I after it, deseribed & fow circles round the edge of the
chasm withou! any vory percoptible descent. Then tho boat began to sink
more rapidly, still following the circular eddy of the whirlpool. After a
while increasing dorkness, added to my own increasing dizziness, hid it from
mo, and I nover saw it ngain,

. 1now began to look anxiously for Poe’s refloex eddy, which: carried his
hero back to tho light. But I saw no signs of it—it was unfortunately
lakini a recess that day.

I had given up hope, and the roar from tho mysterious depths bolow had
focussed my failing sonses, Suddenly the twisting tunuel in which I was
spirally desconding was completely darkenod from abure. Tho ocean had
apparently closod over mo. I was covered with a scething and bubbling
mass of waters, My limbs wero nearly dmgged from their sockets by con-

flicting floods. I becamo unconscious. Thon camo a state of ecstasy. I
seowned to breatho arain, and boe borne on wator that was half air, I rather

fancied I was duad, but I was quite happy nevertheless. My courso was
upward, in swift but gentle curves. I felt like Iris floating up & rainboy.
Light glimmered and then flashed upon my oyes. A sunbeam sparkled
through a hollow pillar of water around which I was floating upwards. It
wag Jiko the alcctric light on a fountain in a transfornation sceue,

Was I dead # I esked mysolf again; or would I be rudely awakened
from a too sanguine dream. I mused complacently on all my good actions
in the world below. 3y musing was not long.

The upward motion ceased. For an instont I floated almost horizontally
upon & dense cloud Thon I was whirled downwards on a funnel of
vaporous water, like that in which I had mounted to tho clouds. But I was
.on the outside now. I saw tho sea below, and caught a glimpso of a vessol
hundrods of yards boneath, In another momont I was whirled bohind the
revolving column of water; but I saw the vossel again overy fow seconds,
and sho spemed nearor and larger overy time. When she last becamo in-

. visible I was kardly higher than her topmast, and vot much more than a
hundred yards from her.
;- Just thon I heard a loud boom, and tho water that had buoyed mo up
1yiolded bonoath me. Tho liquid coluwn fell, shattered fram its’ summit to
{ its base. I descondod in a cataclysm and struck the sca. When I camo to
'{ my sonses I was lying—
i (*““ So I should have fancied,” whispered Bill.)
: On tho deck of the yacht,” the Major wont on, unaware of his oldest
z nophow’s rudencss, “My friond Brown had wrapped mo in hot flannel, and

!
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was pouring brandy down my throat.

miseed it, it would have burst upon us.  There ware two of thom ; you went

up one, I suppose, and camn down the othor.

deep when that near spout burst ; for
water before wn picited you up.

You must have sunk pretty
you wore a gaed ten minutes undor

Hallon, what's that in your hand ?'

It was o pretty littlo shell from the bottom of the rea.”

1 should have thought waterspouts« wero rare visitors in thoso latitudos,”
observed Bill, with a slyght elevation of hoth vycbrows

“ Your opinion quite tallies with mine,” sait Major Mondaxo; ¢ I nover

saw another thereabouts,  And [ wad

not rorry fur their absence oither;

for waterspouts do 1ot always give a follow a hit just when he wants ono.”
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_TRURD AND KENTVILLE

Marlle, Red and Grey titanite, and Freestons
Monuwments, Tabletz, Headstone and
Tabletops, Soapstono, cte.

A. J. WALKER,
Cuorner Prince and Waddell Sureete, Tturo

4\- J. “'ALKER & L'() ’
Church Street, Kentville,

Tea! Tea! Teal
GRAND OPENING!
The Hong Kong Tea Co'y

Will cpen n BRANCIL STORE at
139 — Argyle Street — 139
HALIFAX, N, 8.

Oa Snurday, 15t Norvember, 1334, with the largest
and choicest sefection of NEW SEASON TEAS,
ever offered in Canadg,
PRICE LIST-=1¢0, 3%, 388 40¢, best g, p. 1b
COFFEES Fresh Koasted and Ground every

da‘)'-‘
!rice List—2x, 35¢,
ELEGANT TFRES

of Tea,
SUGARS of all gradet Retailed at Refiners
ces *

Best yu. perlb,
ENTb’u;lvm to purchasers

AN GOODS warranted 10 give satisfaction or the
money will be refuaded,

Hudu Rudu TEA COMPANY,
139 Argyle Street.

SOLE AGCIENCY

— FOR THE -~

Threo Great Leading Iuuses of

Chicketring & Sons, Boston,
Steinway & Suns, New York,
Albert Weber, Now York.

THE STANDARD PIANGS

OF THE WORLD.

UNRIVALLED! WITHOUT PEERS
OR COMPETITORS!

Alro, for the Famons

Collard & Collard, of London.

Besides a magnificent ussortment of Awerd-
can, German and Canadian makes, at greag
variety of yprices,

Groat Bargains for Spring Trado !
w Prices ! Easy Terms |
Call or write for puﬁculm

Some excellent Second-hand Pianos nowin
stock. Will bo sold at a bargain.

S. SICHEL & CoO.,
83 Hollis Strect.

DAVIDSON & MoMANUS,

FINE TAILORING.

139 HOLLIS STREET,
HALIFAX, IW. S.

——

Toour Patrons weoffer tho inﬁmt and most
carefully selocted Stock in the city to chicose
from, and guaranteo perfectly

FITTING GARMENTS,

Made under our own personal supervision,

mbinued.)

W)L BANNISTER,

Importer and Dealer in

Watches, Clocks, Jeweliy,
SpEcTACLEY, PLATED-WARE,

144—Granville Street,—144

HALIFAX, N, S,

——— — — P

ALE AND PORTER.

10 barrcls Bass’s Ale,
17 bareely Guinness’'s

rlnu and yuasts.
‘urter, pants and quarts,

DOMESTIC ALE AND PORIER.
35 hhds sod half bhd«. Ale and Porter, Junes’

Brewing Lo.
do., do.

100 Larzels, pints and quarts,
quality extra finc.  Forsalelow,

A. McDOUGALL & SON,

Refined Nugars!

. THE |
Halifax Sugar Refining Co,,
{Limited.)

This REFINERY situated at Woodalde,
Dartmoutl, Halifax Co., is prepared to supe
}»ly the \Wholerale Trade throughout the

‘ountry with the Lest Refined Sufvm at

lowest arket prices,  Fur terma and prices

apply to

S. (UNARD & CO.,
Agents Halifax Sugar Refining Co., (Limt'd),
Uppor Wator Street, Halifax.

o ——————

OLD SOUTH TEA STORE,

[Itablished 172¢ )
40 Granville, Corner Sackville St.

A full and varied stock of FIRST-CLASS

FAMILY GROCERIES

Always on hand,

BUTTER A SPECIALIY.
WIER & CO.

JUST RECTIVID.
Per S. S. YORK CITY,
A LARGE ASSCRTMENT OF
LADIB8?

MANTLES AND DOLMANS!

RS, § ¢ FE—
Cashmere, Ottoman,

Brock -, Stockinette, &e.”
—ALSO—

I;A.DIEhi’::gﬁﬁ.ﬁE?S,
London House

WM. MOODY & GD.
168 and 170 Granville Street




