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~.AU UI~I' ~It was just what Hobson feared. Despairhaig of slaaking off bis petsii,
SADij.'..j.j.. AN D SA BR E. ursuit, Shere Ali liad commeaaced to disband lais followers. The launted

dacoit wvas cvideratly afraid to divulge tlae secret of lais lair, anad had prn.
(Continued). bably, ailler disbanding his men, sought ils shelter vehh a fcw of the mo

trustcd. Could hc but corne up wvitl tlaem nuw, Ilobsen thoughî, hu
Weil, tiever naind now. I asked Major I3raddock about tiaca» as avc capture would be casier. as lie liad littie doubt bis oavn party far outnumbee

carne down, and hc says they 'viii be arranged belore vcry long. Father that of the robbcr claief ; but which of these thrce tracks to take
'viii have to pay a geod bat of rnoncy for hirn; but it's a great thimag Iliat lie had ne pcculiar mark by avhich te recognize the footprints of bis horme front
hadn't. to, leave the army." that of any other ; il was a sheer toss-u.p, and aiter a bni delay Ilobsoz

Ye8," rcplied Gilbert. decided In follow on hap.laazard. Two or three baouts more steady riding,
* But liere the conversation 'vas inicrrupted by ?b[ajor flraddock, wvho the anen arc noddrng an their saddles, tlae tiret sourses blundoring in the,?

exclainied, I ana sorry to say ive must cut orir leavc-ttking very short. steady jog-trot, when saaddenly tlaey emcrgcd froin the jungle on a broad
*The captain laas just told mie, Bertie, that, thougb you don't actually snil till laighway, whica 'as instantly recognized iaR tle main road froin Secunder

day)-,eak, lie is goiug te get his ship out of the barbor -.t once, and anchor abad te Na-pore, and wvhicli way the party they taad foliowed had takti:
for the niglat upoin thc open %vater." whcther tlaey had gone til the road towards Nagpore or down the roàd

And here the warning cry of Ill stran.ers for shore, lelase," srnote towards Saccunderàbad, there %vas notlaing to show. It 'as hopeless to
*upon their cars. carry on the îaurr.tt furtiier ; a village could bc descrie ! not a mile away

There is always a shadc of çadness in saying good.byc on such occasions, and wlaere there 'vas a village there wvas surc te bc water. Hobson nxarche
and 1 for one hold that the"I swect agony o! parting"' should neyer be unduly bis treop as far as tlae oaîtskirts, and then gave the order to his vnro-u
prolexaged. moi. to bivouàc -ýor thc night.

Gilbert slîook hands içith Mrs. Connop and bis uncle, clasped Lettie in At daybreak tbc next xnorning llobsoa ivas awakened 'vida the nem
bis arms, kissed lier warrnly, and iwbaspercd into ber ear, Il fon't forget te that there 'vere laorsenaen corning up the ruad. lie received the announice
vwrite constantly, dearest," anad then handed bier over te the Major's charge. ment witb but uittle interest ; il wvas net likcly that tbe dacoits would more

She stole bier band once more into bis as sbe murmured, IlGod for ever for any leng.,th of tirne ini any numbers along that road, and he guessed al
bless you, dearest," and, leaving a srnall parcel ini his palm, tripped hurriedly once tbat it wvas only anoilaer patrol party similar te bis own. A glance
across the gangway. tbrougb bis field-glasses at once confirmed this, ivith tbe trîfling exception

WVhen Gilbert unfolded bis prize a lattle later, it contained a gold locket, that the new-cemers 'vere evidently regular cavalry, and not rnounni
witb tbe monograni cf Il L. D." tapon oauc side, wbile 'vithin was coiled a infantry. Mhen îlaey bad aruived within a very short distance tbe officer
lock of Lettie'à cbcstnut tresses. comnranding tbomn rode forward, and, addressing Hobson, said, I don't

know te wbom 1 haave the pleasure of speaking, but 1 prosurne you are in
CHAPTER XLlV. command o! one of the patrols in pursuit of this scoundrel Shere Ali. %We

are only just out froni England, and bave been packed off te join lin t
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Mben Charlie Devereux carne to himself, be found birnself being borne "Ah 1" replied tlîc other, wearily. "I 've been launting 1- 'n for moaabi
aleng in a rude palanquin, the proporty cf the grim old Robilla wbo had and rnontbs ; if 1 had but corne across you twenty-lour heurs .3go--.
cut him down. He was dizzy, confuscd, and jais bead still savam a good %Vhy-did you get nevws of laim ?" inquired tbe new-cerner iviih
deal from tbe sabre-stroke, the force of wbich, lucicily for bim, bad been interesi.
considcrably broken by bis helmet. He had lest a good dea! cf blood ; but IlNews of binai 1" replied Hobson. I ve been at bis beels and faghtinx
bis licad had been bound up for him rougbly in a damp cloth. As soon as with him these twe days. Four limes I'vc brougbt hlm te bay, but bis
be ceuld colicct lais faculties sufliciently, hc began te %vonder îvhat he had numbers just savcd birn frein destruction, and after a short skirrnish hie
been spared fer, and, with tbe remembrance ef that scene by the roadside, always bolted again."
hie could net but [ear that à -would have been better for him had bc been1 Il ota your mcin and cattie look as il they iaad bad a gruellung," szý
slain outrigbt. Soon bie perceived tbat iliere 'vas an anirnated discussion the racw-cemer, as bc cernpared the aravel-stained, way-worn appearance ci
going on betwcen twe mcin, who 'vere rnounacd on very geod herses, and Hobsoia's band ivith bis ewn trim-loeking troopers.
cvidcnitly men of note anoaagst the robbcrs. One hit reccgnized at once ; i I "Ycs," rejoined Ilobson. IlI drove both nîy herses and mcen pituy
'vas the daceit chie! te whom bue lad been eppecd, against whona be laad %-cil te a staaadstill yestcrday. The 'verst is that that crafty devii Shere A7
stood foot te foot and sabre te sabre, iib wbat dire results ive have seen. 1played bis old trick on us te finish up witb. He broke up bis band loto
The other 'vas a little wiry man of mniddle lieight, and a ceuntenance sortie- 1tiarec divisions, cach ef nvhich tellowed a difféerent route, and il bas ended
what siriking. 'You 'vere puzzled at farasi te know wbat it 'vas rcpellcd you 1by our losing ail trace of hirn.'
inj il. The man 'vas 'velI favorcd enougla, but bis fcllows suldoni saw him I "y Jove, what bad luck !" exclainaed the Dragoon. I 1 Vish Uo
for tho first time witbeut lais preducing an uncasy feeling an their munds ;jlicavens 1 bad cerne across you a bit seenur. By the way, do you kii;
but at last it dawncd upon yeu-it %vas the cruel, -.cstlcss cyes. Tbaa bis anytbung of a great fricnd of mine, wvho, like yeurscif, bas becn at this gai
companion paid hlm considerable delerence 'vas apparent, but that at 'vas for sorte months, <cac Charlie DJevereux ?
Shtre Ali bimseif Charlic iras net awar. ni onwa ae.Cudb Dvru-.i o Yes ; bu is my subaltern," and Hobsens face
but bave everbeard thc tenor cf tbeir conversation il would net bave donc, 15came very grave and siern.

* xucb 'Lo cenfo:t hlm as rcgarded his piesent position. "lThen 1 fr.ncy yeu and 1 kuow cacb other licrfcctly 'vell by name. I
"You 'vert irong, Hassana, te spare this dog cf a Feringbc. Do you Iarn Gilbert Siada, and, if I mistnkc roi, you are John Hobson ?

suppose this ane life would save our nrcks if wce feil iei tlcir laandsi No ;Il "cs, 1'vc be3rd plcnty about you; poor Charlie neyer tircd of talkiîng-'ý
*depend upen il, our lives ire forficitcd if ever they traap us." IlWby do you say poor Charlie ?" intcrrupted Sladc, anxiously; "le bas

"But I don't counsel that bis lifé sbould be spared altegether. For the net been killed, bas bcie
prescrnt, yes, because 've 'vart seme information fremn him. Thc pursuit of <Ne ; 'verse than abat bas hanppencid ta bim. 1 believe hlm ta bcea
us bas tbickencd, aiad there are uow rnany more parties cf thc Feringhecs prisoecr e! Sherc Ali's ; and you'vc probably beard enougb cf abat nnenser's

*scouring the country than iacrd: uscd to bc." brutalities te knoiv what that nncans."
"Truc, and this lot âclaind us, in spitc cf tic 'vari reception wc gave Gilbert's face feli. Ali that side o! the country 'vas alive 'vi:b steuies ci

tbein, arc by ne means donc ivitla Wu ougbt te have caten tbemn up tbis Shere Ali's san-uinary d3ings.
mnoning.' 1 amn of course under yeur urdcrs," he said at lengtb. Il1 'vas told to

a'Truc," r:plied the Robilla, Ilbut abese cbildrcn o! Sheitan are obsti. patro1.towards Nagpore, on my o,,.n account, until 1 felI in itb sorte oibu
nate a3 1,1gs, and, anoreover, love faghting." 1 patrol, and tbcn to takc rny instructions fhem the officer conîmaridtug.'

"Vou arc right, Hassarn, 'vu 'vill nakc the Sahib aell us aIl Ive 'ant te 1 Weoil, you can'a do better -han hiait your mcen bere, and breakfast. I
*know as soon as hc bas a little rccovcrcd laimscif." anust try and gct sortie information eut o! thesu villagers before 1 move ea

"And if lac refuses te speak ?" said the Robilla, inîcrrogatively. -h vrto ti hssonde a rae uharin e! terrer thàt itis
«It %vill bc abe 'verse for him," rcîorted Shere Ali. Il WcV have wrays Idifficult te induce the villagets te disclose %vFat tbcy know. Gcncraly, a

* te make men open thecir riutbs lac little 'vots of." lavish offer cf rupces iveaîid suflice te niake ibuan betray any dacoitchk,
inHobson.' dcîcrmincd pursuit, bonvever, lcft Shere Ali sciali Icisure for Ibut ibis Shere Ali liaas taken such ferocieus vengeance on those -vbhom lie Lai

induIigr his peculiar metbed o! quesîiening a pnisener. If thc dacoits idcîecied giving any information about his procccdings, that thcy trembleai
hltcd for Ion& Hobsen 'vas sure tg disturb thcrn, and ahoUgbi, in conse- Ithe very sound cf his naine; Ilowever, 1 have sent a sergeant, te bringcc

quence o! thear great superiority~ t unbcra', hc 'vas cautious ini bis aitacks, tbhc khot'vaI and any other e! the Icading villagers hc thinks might possýi
still bc neyer failed te aaîack, and after a sharp skirmish Shcre Ali and bis h ave information, and 1 mnust try if tlarcats and brlbery 'vil! do anyL1:=
followers ivcre: always ag.-in r3pidly rearcating. It 'vas in vain the dacoit tvi*h them."
ciaief cndeavored te urge on bis band te overwbeîm tbeir releniîess foc. It, Gilbert Slade looked ve.ry grave wben be beard tbat Charlia %vas lin'!:
'vas uselcss. The Tobbers, -ltlaough they bchaved vrell cneîagh ini a b ands o! Sherc Ai. It 'vould have bccn a terrible thing te have te wriit1b
skirmisla, couid net. bc brought te face the Ferneh~ces inii ral carnest. The Leitie and tel! ber that iaer breibur bad fallen in a skirmisb with a gznad
pursuit bad nuw-. cndured sometbing like ferty-eaglit hours, and, as Ilobson d2coits, but it %vould bc tee terrible if bas dcath sbould bc preccdcd byt*
recognized, could net niuch longer bc maintaîned. Bath men and boise infernal crucities practiced by Asiatic robbers. No, bc thougbî, if tba-
'vcrc getting utterly uscd up, and theoOnu ray cf hope liu had cf uiîimatcly i versi anticipations 'vurc rcalizcd, bis family slaouid bu at ail erents sptLd
capturung Shere Ai liayiiht fact that %iat dacoits, bue kntw, inusi bc gcuing such knowlcdge.
nerly as beat as lais own people. XI 'vas net long Ibefore Sergeant Rivera retunned, bringung with him

Suddcniy bc began tu suspect thiat bis prognosticatiens ivere realized. I aîf-dozcnocf thet Iading men cf the village, uncluding ils khowial orbL
Thcy came ta a place whcrc freont thec main road two sinaller tracks diverged man.
through the jungle, and, as the scouts poinicd eut, from the feoinns cf IlThcy ail siçear tbcy knnw riotang, sir," said tbe sergeant; sibuetkL
the horsts it 'as evidarat ibat the robbcrs herc had brekcn iet tbree parties. Icontinued, droppung bis vole, se that oniy Ilobsor. sad Slade, vhoEI


