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A Neow York military paper has just dis-
covered that the English Volunteersare un.
drilled and undisciplined, that crack regi
ments are unknown, but that all the men
aro death on a bull's eye at 600 yards. ‘Lhis
information it has got from an officer of ex-
perience, who hasscen thousands of English
Volunteers. Of the American corps it says
the opposito is the case; they are highly
drilled and disciplined, but cannot shoot at
all, Gther New York papers tell a different
story ; all agree about the non-shooting
qualities of the American Volunteers, but
they are also strongly urging their encamp-
ment, in order to teach them discipline. In
consequence of this, the famous Tth New
York has gone into camp (after many years’
neglect), not at an American Aldershot or
Wimbledon, but at Saratogs, the gayeat
and most expensive watering-place in all
America, and perhaps in the world. I learn
alsofrom New York papers that two regi-
ments have just been snubbed in general
orders for forming gunards of honour to
receivo a travelling circus, while a third has
elected a Miss Charlotte ‘Lilson (I think that
is the name) as colonel ; for this, tho papers
suggest, it should be cashiered.

1.et me, however, describe thoSan Francis-
co military forces, a8 seen by me ou the 4th
July, when they formed a great portion of
the Celebration procession. Three regiments
of infantry, a battalion of cavalry, and vari-
ous detached companies were on parade—I
uss the American terms—hence the * batta-
lion of cavalry.” The unitof organizatin
seems at ** Frisco'’ to be tho company; each
company dresses as it pleases, and has, un-
less light infantry, a full stand of colours ;
apparently, {00, each company selecis any
system of drill it pleases. About 35 compan-
ies, or troops, of from 48 to 73 rank and file,
were on duty on the 4th , and they exhibited
thirty different varieties of uniform, andal.
most as many pairs of colours. The cavalry
and the three regiments of infantry formed
a brigade, and wero commanded by » briga-
dier general. The first regiment, of seven
companies, was Grenadier : the favourite uni
form was the dress-coat. with swallow tm
to the calf of the leg. the worsted epaulett g
drooping over the chest, and the towering
Learskin of the French Guard at Waterloo.
The first company had {his pattern of cost
inscarlet, and their bearskins were whits;
the second were in blue and white bearskins,
tho third blue and dark bearskins,the fourth
g,x;een (rank Fenians) and whit~ bearskins.
ahd their second colour was thoe green field
and the crownless harp. The second regi
ment was equally motely, and was mainly
styled Fusiliers,its seven companics exhibit-
cd three different Prussian uniforms, two or
three modernFrench,and a nondescript grey.
Tac third rogiment was cof six companies,
whose names ate worth recording—the
Montgomery Guard, tho-Wolfe Tone Guard,
tho Meagher Guard, the Emmet Guard, the
Shields Guard, and the MacMahon Grena-
diers ; each had a different uniform, mostly
varieties of green, and esch carried tho
American ensign as Queen’s colour, and the
crownless harp on & green field as sccond
colour. None of these regiments mustered
350; their staft wore the United States uni-
form, and the rcgimentis were, 1 fancy or-
ganized like our administrative battalions.
‘The cavalry consisted of three troops of fifty
men,a hussar troop,a light dragoon troop and
heavy troop.

The independent companics wera equally
metely in appearance ; thero were cadets in
grey,and muiatioes in the same, while Swiss,

Sardinian, I'yrolese, Garibeldian, and Zou.
ave and otber Frenoh uniform were all rop.
resented. In fact every possible uniform
was there represented, but the British and
tho American : except on staffofficers, there
was nothing that could be called an Ameri

can uniform, Each company, even in the
game battalion, moved as it pleasod ; somo
in threes, some in fours, with wide inter.
stices between the mon and Lalf of ono bat-
talion moved in columu with the preceding
and following comnpanies in fours. ‘The dis-
tances between fours varied from 410 8 fect,
The words of command were given in Eng.
lish, French, German, and Italian. Iwas

told that three fourths of themen wero Irish
Fenians, and tho reat French, German, and
Italian, with very few native Americans,
Spite of the motley appearanco of the turn-
out and the many antiquated_and ridioulous
uniforms, finer food for powder, both men
and horges, nover paraded; in height or
weight the men would beat most European
Line regiments ; while the American fashion
of shaven cheeks, full moustache,and goates
gavo a veteran aspect that our Volunteers
want. The horses, too, were magnilicent,
from 15 to 16 hands high, and made of bone
and muscle. It corroborated what I henrd
the late Colonel Brewstersay,tiuat the Amer-
icans possessed the finest raw material in the
world for an army.

‘Chero was no review, but I believe many
companies marched {0 alocal Cremormne, to
compete for & drill cup given by the enter-
prising {)roprietor. Their arms were very
poor—old muzzle-loading, bright~barrelled
brass-fixed pieces. The notices for parade
in the papers in many cases ordered that
members not parading were to deposit their
uniforms at gead-quarlers thoe night be.
fore.

The whole procession was enormous, The
{iromen formed a division, and marching, in
military order, with their machines, and
preceded by a sergeant-major who brandish.
ed S feet of polished brass, the nozzle of his
cngino hose.

The rear of the whole was brought up by
tho Borer Guard, a collection of sixty clowns
from tho aforesaid Cremorne, dressed in
burlesques of the uniform of the Vo.unteers
while the commander rode ¢ the celebrated
woolly hini=e” (see the Cremorne bills); then
came a car.van full of monkeys.

The other humows of the procession I have
omitted as having nothing to do with mili
tary matters— Volunteer Service Gazelle.

Gu.xoue s Caxxox Ovrpose—One of the
most atunctive features in ths programmo
put forth by the promoters of the Boston
Peace Jubilee Musical Festival, was the can.
non accompamument to certain of the pieces,
‘The idea was worthy of the occasion ; but we
donotknowwhether, relativoadvantagescon-
sidered, it was not outdone by an organist in
a small New EnglandVillage,whose deeds tho
New York Times rescues from oblivion. The
choir, under tho directions of the organist,
had to sing the anthem in which the lines
occur: “He gave them hailstones for rain;
fire, mingled with hail, ran along tho
ground.” The occasion wasa great caein
tho village, and the organist was auxious
that the choir should prove itselfequal to it.
The anthem was one specially adapted for
the introduction of effect, but the resources
at tho command of the organist precluded
the poesivility of anything that would cost
much money, After a long and anxious medi
tation the organist hit upon anidea. Ue
expended a few cents upon dried beans and
a fow more upon gunpowder, ‘The latierho
1ad in along train under the walls outside

the building, the formor he commitled {o a
company of truslworthy youths, with secrot
snstructions how to aclala given signnl,
Tho result was a splendid success. Thean-
thom opencd grandly, the organblower rose
to the licight of the occasion, the organist
played as one inspired, the choirrolled
forth: *llo gave them hailstones for rain;
fire, mingled with hail. ran along the
ground,’* and as the shout rose to the roof
of the schoolbouse, there came ratiling
sgainst the windows & shower ol drie
beans,and there flashed from the ground the
train of gunpowder.

Tur LatesT 1IN NAVAL ARCHITEOTURE.—
Circular turrets on ordinarily shaped’ hulls
wero considered, a few years ago, as being
anomalies in armed naval architecture, but
notr we are to have circular ships :—

“Something more than a year ago,the keel
of the pioneer of a series of circular iron-clad
men-of-war was laid at St. Petersburg, and
since then a number of others have been be-
gun. ‘The first vessel, now nearly completed,
is described as of ninety fcet in dinmeter, to
carry twelve-inch armor, and to draw twelve
and a half feet of water. She will be furnish.
ed with unusually great steam-power, which
will be applied through four screws, placed
at interva?s across herstern. Being of shal-
low draught, and of great carrying capacity,
itiseasy to plate theso vessels with thick
armor down to the very bottom, soasto
make them proof, says Mr, Reed, the cele-
breated naval constructor, against both the
Harvey and the travelling torpedo. Tho
Russians have satisfied themselves that they
can be dirven along a good rate ofspeed with
the power they purpose putting into
them, and they believe that they
will behave as well as other iron-clads in a
seawvay. If they are successful, they will
create a revolution in naval construetion, for
they are comparatively small and cheap and
can carry thicker armor and heavier guns
than the present style of ships.”

The long-expected Russian Imperial Squa-
don. with the Grand Duke Alexis, arrived in
Table Bay on the 3rd of July. It consisted
of two vessels only, a frigate and a corvello
under the command of Vico AdmiralPosaile.
‘The vessels left Rio on the 9th of June,after
spending abou! ~ month there, during
which balls and festivities ofall_sorts wers
given in honor of the Russian Prince. The
passage across was favourable and pleasant,
and on arrival in Table Bay the flagship
saluted the castle, and the castle gunssalut-
ed the strangers in reture. The Russzian
Consul, Mr. Knigbt, was among the first to
board with the Port Captain Wilson, and
after bim Captain Swiney and Lieu-
tenant Goldsworthy, as aides-de-camps from
Government House. Both ships proceeded
round to Simon's Bay the same night. The
squadron was {o remain at the Ca
about a fortnight, and then procced on ils
voyage. .
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