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to Mooso Vaclory on tho shores of James's
Bay, & lino of Meilway from our Pactfio Rail.
way whoro it crosses the wator-shed botween
Lako ITuron and tho Uwawa River would not
bo over 350 miles in longth through a coun.
try perfectly practicablo; in fnct loss than
100 miles would reach tho AbLbittibee River
at n point where it is navigable to tho Arctio
sen, and by putting Moose Factory in com.-
munication with tho vuter world enablo the
fisheries to be carrled on with singular ad.
vantage.

Qur neighbors of the United States have
already mado some profitable trips to Hud.
son Bay having taken out of 1t seal-skins and
oil to-the nmount of £8,000,000 during the
present season; but the peoplo of Cannda
could prosccute thoso fisheries with far
grealer advantnge, ns, when communications
wero established, a fishing population would
scek tho best sito in the world for the profi.
table prasecution of their craft.

In provecuting tho seal fisheries on the
Labrador coasts a long voyago has to be en.
countered, at the Hudson Bay the fishing
fleot was on tho ground at once.

A great partof tho fisheries could be pros.
ccuted in mid winter; this is impossible
about Newfoundland, swhile nearly the whole
of the dangers would be casily avoided.

Meantime the horrible disaster which has
befallen our fellow countrymen demands
our most active sympathy.
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Tae following paragraph from an English
exchange puls the question of the Gunsin a
business light, and that is their cost, esti
mated according (o their meckanical value;
thoy ure not one tenth as good us the old cast
iron guns, although their price is 400 per
cent grealer.

Oue thousand rounds could be fired from
the old east iron smootl: bores without des.
troying tho gun— 500 rounds have been fired
contiauously without bad eftect; while not
one of those costly affuirs have yet fired 100
rounds with a full chargo witbout being ren-
dered useless.

It is & positive fact that either the 1ifling
or matorial is defective, which, is as yet
doubtful, and time may be allowed the land
servico to ascortain the fact; but if an Navy
is to be armed at all a return to the smooth
bore is a matter of necessity.

It would bo very interosting to tr; the
value of 2 smooth boroe 35 ton gun throwing
aspherical shot of 250 1bs with a full service
charge—such artillery might not drill hoies
in amour; but we have great faith in its
smashing powers—at any rate till it getsa
fair trial the daftle of the Guns will not be
decided,

“In these days of costly armaments for ¢
offensivo and defensive warfure, we give our
readers the latest pricesat which our wrought
iron, steel-lined, muzzle loading rifled guns
are produced, and charged for to Impeorial

Government departments, minus their sights
and elovating plates, but including the cost

of their proof.—~12 inch 600 pounder guns,

32 tons woight, £2,627 each: 12-inch 600-pr.
guns, 25 tons weight, £1,997 eachs 11 inch
500 pounder guns, 25 tons weight, £1,503
onch, 10 inch 4u pdr, guns, 18 tons weight,
£1,305 each, 9inch 230.pounder gums, 12
tons weight, £912 cach: 8-inch 180 pounder
guns, 9 tons weight, £093 each: 7-inch 115

pounder guns, 7 tons welght, £360 eachs 7-
inch 115 pounder guns. 04 tons weight, £5U3
ench; G4 pounder guns, 315 tons weight,
£240 each; ¢ pounder guns<, 8 20 tonywoight
£84 ench; 9 pounder guns, 6 50 tons welght.
£73 each, In round unmbers theso prices
show an increase of 4u0 per cont. over what
cast tron guns cost—that is, taking tho old
standard for east iron guns of £20 per ton.
Surely, in view of these figures, wo ure justi

fied 1n again ealling attention to the fact ol
many of theso costly guus having thewr A, or
ingido tubes, gplit in the lines of the nihug
oiter an insigoificant number of rounds hav

ing been fired, thereby clustly indieating
fault in theiv rifling.  ‘Thero can bo no ques-
tion as to tho superniority of tho present man-
ufacture of our iron and steel built up guns
over that of tho system originally adopted,
nor as lo the very large saving to thoe coun.
try cffected thoreby ; but thatis not the pre.
sent queston—namely, havo we tho best sys.
tem of rifing? Unhesitatingly wo believe
not; and there are cogent reasons that tho
persons responsible to the country in this
matter should wako up, and not rest in a
“foul s paradiso '’ any longer."”

Tue LXVI. number of the * Jouraal of the
Royal Uniled Service Instilulion,” contains
the second part of the valuable paper con-
tributed by Captain P, I, Covoxs, R. N,, on
““tho attack and defence of fleets,’! in which
tho whole question of Naval Tacties and
Strategy as applied to the British lron-clad
fleet is considered with vare ability as well as
skill, when it is known that the gallant
Captain was obliged to invent his theory, ns
no facts existed on which his deductions
could bo based.

It was, however, pretty generally admitted
by the Naval Officers present that in its main
fealures it covered the facts which future
experienco will establish, provided the op-
porlunity is ever afforded the Biitish floating
butteries to test their powers as fighting
muachines.

Captain Coroyp lays down as the basis of
his system that the success of a fleet will
hereafter depend on four things, numely,—
“ Material superiority, moral superiority,
superior mobility, and superior position.”
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- As rogards gun power fen per cent of shots
aro all that can Lo reckaned ot to tako offect
on o vessel’s broadside or at a fized distanco
of 1000 yards; the value of thoso hits woro
allowed to bo small and only one round could
bo fired in three minutes; whon ond on tho
cffeet of hits were considered to bo nil,

The ram is held to bo a superior woapon
to thn gua in single ship nction, and thoe tor-
pedo is not considered of great valuo as it is
uncertain 1l could be destroyed by tho
milraillouse.

The strategy and tactics ol a flect in action
iy llustrated by diagrams, and it is pretty
conclusively shown that the ram is not ef-
fective in fleet actions; and tho exparienco
gained at Iisa amounted to nothing, tho
Austtiwn suceess being duo to blunders on
the part of tho Italiang, their fleet being
beavdvide on nud without epeed.

Naval Tacties in the futuro are laid down
to bo:—

First— An extanded front with small depth

Seennd — A narrow front with great depth,

Third — A 1ass or square whoso depth and
front are equalised.

Fourth—A systom of groups hy vover dis
posed—tho principle being that the attack
or defence is not concentrated, each group
mrling itself felt as occasion requires.

Those are tho conditions which a flect in
action is supposed to fight underat thespeed
named--barely threc minutes will elapse beo-
tween tho opposing vessels gotting into
rango und contact — the range altering cleven
foet in a second.

Under the conditions Captain Coroxp is of
opinion that fire should be reserved till with-
in point blank distance in passing, and the
old systom of engaging yard arm to yard arm
(if such a term can boe applied to vessels only
sporting an iron derrick)—resorted to.

On the whole our estimation of the sea
batteries has been singularly correct—they
are exponsive and untried machinery and
that is all can be said in their favor.

Commander Dawsos, R.N., took excep-
tions to the theory propounded by Captain
Coroun, cspecially wilth reference to the
¢ Harvey Torpedo,” and states the case of
Naval armments as follows :~-#The 12 ton
guns can br fired once every minute, whilst

the 25 ten gun can fire one shot every fuo
minutes, Nothing could be more efficient

The first consisting in the numbers and in-
vulnerability as compared with its opponents
of a fleet—the second of that quality wlich
won the battles of the Nile and Tralalgar,
and which has always distinguished the Bri-
tish seaman.

As regards the n:obiiity of a fleet 1n action
a mean of {cn Lnots an hour is assumed as
the power which would most likely be em.
ployed, anl in manwuvung, a space equal to
o radius of tico and one half tames the ship's
length, or for ordinary 1on clads about 250
yards, which, at the rate, could be done m
100 minules for turning Whrough eqht ponts
or a quarter circle.

or more sccure than the means by which
"those ponderons guns are manipulated so
far as traimmng, running in and out and ele.
. vating is concerned  ® * °* Butthoload-
- ing arrangements are excecdingly slow,clum.
"y and unsafe.”
In addition to this it is stated the accuracy
of fire in tho hieavy rifled guns s very small,
an] they are badly sighted rendering it im-
poasitle L fice accurately under lively rolling
motion at sea--*‘the old 68.pounder ina
ively sea can aow make better practice than
one of our 9inch rifled guns.”

The causois to be found in the bad sight-
ing of the new guung, tho smallest visual ere




