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HINDRANOIS OVEROOME.

iii MiAUCUÇt% <1 1. IiTiROI i'.

Tiieru arc fcw thinigs in lufe of more real use ta us, and
for whicbl we oîagiit to lc tha-ikful, thai hindrances and
obstacles. llow orteil is it that havitig a good lime, as we
cii î, is ini reality havisig a very hard iei Sliding dowii
is :iucb casier thamî clnbiing up, but it iç not nearly 50
liialthiy, andî it wii miever take you ta the sumînit. ht
reiluît.es etiergy amîd effort to rcsist hîndrances and overcome
obsitacles, anîd energy and effort dcvclop muscles and
strengtlhen habits. If a young man lias ta work liard for a
living lie wili succeed far better tian if lic wcre born with a
silver spoun in his mouth. I'hus honcst povcrty is ortenl a
bIcssiini;li disguise. i{ead L.angicilow's "lVillag(! iiack-
smitl' and learn the tessoni tiiis exquisite l><em teaches.

"Thaîîks. thatik4 to the., niy worthy friemîd,
For the lemua a.hou hut taught 1

l'bu@ Ott the flaming for-ge of ie
O>ur tortuie mugi, b. wrought;

Thue on fil» aouî,d nvil ehà,»
l:a&ch buraing de.d aud torrd."

Dr. Stephens tells us howi E dward A. Freeman, the
bîstorian, was sîdly disappinted wlien a young man because
lie last a certain linize. The suiîject for whicli the tirize was
atTéed was"I 'l'lic effect ai the Cotiquest of England hy the
Nornians." Freenian worked liard and wrote the iongest
cssay sent in, but he faitcd ta secure the prize Vorty.six
years aitcrwird Mr. Freemian sud-"' The Norman Con-
cîuest was a subject 1 bail been thimîkimig about ever since 1
couid think at ail. 1 wrotc for tue prizc. 1 iîad tiîe gond
luck îiot ta get it. iIad 1 got it, i miglît have hen
temipted, tu think that 1 kncw ail abeut the matter. As it
was, 1 ient on and Iearned sorncthing about il."

IAnd mius," adds bis biographer, ilwe are in some
senqe indebted ta bis rejected essay for 1Frccman's great
-ilmstory ai tue Norman (,onquest. 'lhle young writer

Icnst the prixe ; hatit the world gained tlirougi tliît loss ait

*Ih ivts i nîast great men are filied with insîiiring
faitures. At tic begining of the war in thc United States
(;tant wras one oi the nîost disappainted af men because lie
filed ta getlu i iliîtary appaîntilient (rom the governor ai
Illinniç, Be-njamiin Diasraei made a great iaiure the f'arst
time lie attunipteci ta addrcss the finisse ai Cammons,
NNipoalcon, wlictn a young lieutenant in the French army,
iailcd mnseraiîy in ('arsica, and hzd made up lus mind ta
(Jisert. Gordan's cariy lure shows rnany filures, and yet ha
rase ta ha ane ai tîritains greatcst gencrais, William, l'rince
of Orange, leatrcd :nore from lus filures tlîan other soldiers
frant their viCtorics, and in tua school ai experience he bc-
came tute grentcst gencral in Europe. Ilindrances ta the
wisc anîd pudei(Lnt are sticti:cumbranccs as wings are ta the
bird tiiat hy which thcy rise ta a luigiier ciîiincuîce. TIo
tue aspiîrisig climiier hindratices are lîke the steps; ai a
smairwy-olIstacles in lais patti. N'es, but such obstacles
wýiîcl, if uscd ariglit, wiit carry tutu who so uses theni lîighcr
111).

l'ha failurea that lie acatteî*t il long lifes long pathway
SIoold ho etopping atones ta lead ut tu a brighter. grander day.
l>,sater to treive. a clown to win ainid the etrife.
:hould ho the Clirjstian'a waîchword ini the battlefield af lif.

WAITING ON OOD FOR MIS COUNSEL.

'They %non forgat bis works ; they waited flot for
his cotinscel (Psalm cvi. s.1). This i% said ai the sin ai
Gad'% people ln the wildernesç. lie had wonderlly
redeerned them, aind was prepared as wanderiully te
-.itpply their every need. But when the tie ai need
came "Uîtey waited flot for bis cotinsel.- They thauglit
flot that the Almighty (eîd was their L.eader and
Pravider ; they asked not what lits plan might bc.
They simply tboaîght the thoughts of their awvrî heurts,
andi tempied and provoked (-lid hy their îînbeiief.

ITbey w:iîtcd n%,,t fer hi% conset." 1law this biai
Iteen the sin oif God's ptople ib lil ageç ! In the land
ai Canaan, in the days of josllua, the oniy three failures
Of which we read were owing ta this anc sin. In going
up against Ai, in making a covenant with the Gibeun-
tices, in nettling clown -«ithaut going up ta possess the
whole tand, Ilthey waitcd not for his counel." And sa
even the advanced betiever is in danger (rom this most
'cubtie ofl ail temptations- -taking God's Word and
thinking bis own thought% of them, and not w.,i.fur

His counsel. Let us take warning and sec what Israel
teaches us, Our whole relation to God is ruled in
this, that His wili is ta hie donc in us and by u*s as it is
in heaven. lie has promiscd ta make known His will
ta us by 1-is Spirit, the Guide into ail truth. And aur
position is to be that of waiting for Ilis counset as thé
onty guide af our thougbts and actions. In aur church
worship, in our prayer-meetings, ini aur conventions, in
ai! aur gatherings as managers, directars, committees,
or heipers on any part ai the work ':r God, aur irst
object ouglit ever ta be ta ascertain the mind af God.
God always works accarding ta the cauniset ai i. will ;
the more that counsel of Ilis will is souçht and faund
and honored, the mare surely and mightity witl God do
ilis. work for us and thraugh us. -

IlIt was when Gad hiadt given the water out ai the
rock that they did fiat trust Hîmi for bread. It was
when God had given jerica inoa bis handi that Jashi 4
thought the victary over Ai was sure, and waited nl..
for caunset fram God. And so, white we think that lue
knaw and trust the power ai God for what ws may
expect, we may lie hindering Hlm by not giving time
and flot deiniteiy cultîvating the habit af waiting for
I-is caunsel.

A minister lias no mare soiemoi duty than teactiing
peaple ta wait upan God. WVhy was it that in the
bouse af Corneius, when "l Peter spake these words,
the lioiy Ghost feil upon ait that heard hlm ? I They
had said, IlWe art here befare God, ta hear ai things
that arc commanded thee ai God i

WVe may came together ta give: and ta listen ta the
mast earnest exposition ai God's truth with little
spiritual profit if there b. nat the waiting for God's
counsel.

And s0 in ail aur gatherings we need ta believe ln
the Hoiy Spirit as the Guide and Teacher af God's
saints when they wait to b. led by Hîim ino the thiaigs
which God bath prepared, and which the heart caainat
caficeive.

More stitl ai saul ta realize God's presence ; more
cafçiscousness ai ignrance ai what God's great plans
miay lie; miore faatb in the certainty that God has
greater things ta show us, that He Himself wilt b.
revealed in new glary-thesc must be the marks ai the
assemblies af God's saints if tbey woutd avoid the
reproach, 14They waited flot for bis counsel." IlMy
saut, wait thou oniy upon God!Il

THE OOD 0F ALL GOMPORT.
Therc is no lige, bowevcr fortunate and happy, which

docs flot sametirnes know the need of comfort ; that is, of
course, nat af bcbng made comior-table, snug, casy and
prosperous, but ai being comiorted, raised up irom depres.
sion and checred. Sorrow iiisane iorm is inevitable and it
catis for comiort. Oneoaithe tendercst, sweetcstoaihis
manifestations is that in which thc Almighty reveais himiseii
as the GoKi of aaU comfort.

Some have no other coiorter. They live ioraeiy lives,
either irom choice or necessity. without true syrnpathy and
ortenl almost or quitc with socicty. Vet sonietimes amont;
the most sensitive people there arc thos. who are keenly
canscious ai the need af being comiortcd in their times ai
distress. Vhat would theydo ifthcy had ct thei-Heavtnly
Fathcr ta camiort thcm? i

Nlorcover, human camiort often is quite inadequate.
It is a biessing and we prize it. It gacs far toward sustain-
ing and invigorating us. But it cannet do ail whicb we
ileed. At the best it is but 3tipcricial. It is sincere,
ahiding, soothiing, evcn inspiting, liut ratrdy if evcr docs it
rcach the iowcst dcpths ai auir gravest distresses. WVc car-
tnt tindcrstand anc another sufficicntly ta camiont each
othcr thoraughly. Only the aillknowing Father, who
i liniscif is thc authlor af aur bcing, can do this.

1lc ccrtainiy uses humait iricndsbîp and sympathy as
nîicats of caiot. But he cornes to us liy liis Siit in a
more effectuai nianner. 1lec takes possession ai aur sauts.
li le londs our itniost being witb the cansciousncss oi His
ioving prescnce. 1lc nakcs us strong and glad at once.
Ilec givcs lis a troadcr outloak and fixes aur attention upan
the great aanderlying principles oi ecrnai truth, which endure
wliatevr uise nay fait. lic aids us to look atevents ardat
aur awn suives marc tram His divine paint of view. Thus
icoking, wre sec better how ail things worlt foi good ta them
that lave Himn, and we ire comiorted.-CoptSregationtzéït.
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