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PAUL’S TREACHING IN CORINTIL

In Athens, Paul oawme into direct oontaot with the wisdom of
the world in its most brilliant form. Instead of being impressed
by its powee ho was filled with soorn at ita weaknoss. Tho preach.
ing of & world-Redeomor who had beon nailed to a oross, might bo
derided by a fastidious taste, but Panl knew tbat it was the power
of God to Balvation to all who nooept its bumbliog bat quickening
tratbs, The Goope! did not represent tho impotent effort of man
10 soar away on ths wings of speoulation from carth to heaven, bat
tho omnipotence of divine love roaching down from hoeaven to earth
to it man into purity and otornal life. Whatover may have been
Panl'a foolings in rocalling his addreas on Mars® Hill, it is certain
that his arrival at Corinth was marked by a dotormination to
divorco his proaching sliko in matter and manner from every
appoarancs of acoommedation to worldly wisdom. Betweon thio
and the wisdom o! Giod there was no common ground, Henoe hus
rosolve at any oo of personal reputation to bimself to abide by a
Gospel thas oentered apon tho cross of Christ.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson. )
Lxssou V1I.—P'acL Prracoing 16 THE GENTILES—May 10,
(Acts xiv, 11-22.)

GoLoxy Texz—* I havo set theo to be a light to the Gentilcs.”
—Acts xiii. 47.

Trur axD Pracx—~A.D, 46. Auntioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra,
Dorbe.

IstropteTioN.—Tho offect of Paul’s preaching in the synagogue
of Antioch is described in the latter part of the thiiventh chapter.
Many Jews and proselytes seem to havo accopted his teaching, and
tho interest cxcitod was so groat that wo are told on the next
Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear theword of God.
But when tho Jows found that the gospel was offered freely to tire
Gentilos, they raised a persocution against Paul and Barnabas,
and drove them from the city. Iconium wasthe next point reached
in their journey, and thero thoy so spake, that a great multitude both

« of the Jews and of the Greeks, believed. And we aro told that they

abode there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord. At length,
bowever, they becamo aware of a conspiracy to azszult them, and
fled to Lystra and Derbo. At Lystra they wrought a miraclo of
healing, which lod the peoplo to regard them as gods, and they
proposed to offer sacrifices to them, as related in our proscnt losson.

Vrase 3t Vanrsz,—V. 11, “ Lycaonia.””—A name given to the
groat plain in the centro of Asis Miner

V. 12, * Jugater.”—In the Greck mythology, Japiter, which i
tho Latin namo of Zeus, was regarded as tho suprems ruler of gods
and men. ' Mercurine.” —Tho Greek deity of elojuence, he was
sid to be the massenger of the gods.

V.13, “Broughtozen.” - To be offered insacrifice. ‘* Carlands.'
—To be hung in front of tho tomple and around the necks of sacri-
ficos. *“Gatos.”—The gates of tho city.

V. 14, ** Rent their clothes.”—As a token of theirabhorrenco of
tho act proposed.

V. 15. *Those vanities.”— Referring to their falae gods.

V. 17. “Left not himself withont witnesses.”—Tho works of
nature toatified to the being and tho goodocss of God.

V.19 * Cortain Jows.'—Unbelisving Jews who had shown
their hostility 1n persecuting tho aposties before.  * Icomum."—An
{mportant city ; at one time tha metropolis of Lyeaonia, **Sioned
Taul”—Designing to kill him, and supposing they had done so.
“ Draw him oat of the city."—Dragged bim ozt.

V.20. * Tho disciplos."—Thoss who had been converted by the
proachiog of Panl and Barnabas. ** Roso up and came into the
city ; and the next day ho doparted.””—There acems to be implied a
supernatural recovery taking all the facts together. If he had
fallon into a swoon he might have risen up, bat afier being stoned
apparently to deatb, he would acarcely have been atle to take his
journey the next day. ** Dorbe."—A small town of Lycaonis, not
for from Lyatra.

V. 22, ** Confrming."—With farther teaching «ud exhortlation.

Tiorunre.—Naul healed a cripple at Lystra.  Ho had been thas
afllicted from his birth. He couuld reither walk nur stand. His
oase was deplorable. He heard I'aul preach, and belicved that
there was & power in Uhrist Jesus to heal him. He deaired and
hoped for 1t 1n his own case.  Paul, under the pawer of the Holy
Kpint, cured him.  Ho leaped ap from the place where e sat, atend
upright, and walked. This «as & fultilment «f the w.rde of the
prophet: ** Then aball the lame man irap a8 an hart. * lea. xxxv. s
** Those that by the grace «f tiod are cured of their spiritual lame-
ness, must ahow 1t by leapiog with a hely exultation. and walking
{n a boly conversation.’ The healins work of thess musaionarics

made tho peoplo wonder. Miraclos areasign *¢ to them that bolieve
not.”

Tho apostles wero rovercnoed by tho hoathen populace- They
looked upon them as two of their gods. *¢Proud enough they were
to havo a visit from them.” Thoirroligion required that thoy should
bo roceived with appropriate roligious honors. They proposed to
offer sacrificos to both of thom. Tho people join with tho priost in
it. The apostles are horrified. They rojected this solt-worship.
Thero wasa atrong tomptation presented to theso mon. They with*
stood it with a hoty indignation, I'aul and Barnabas protest againat
thir unduo respect paid them, and provent it. .

Theso two minsionarios proached to these idolaters tho naturo of
the God to whom they ahould offer their worship. All the gods of
tho heathens, Paul told thom, wore cheats and counterfeits. They
deceivo those that trust in thom and look for help from them. Tho
tsod whom they would have them turn to1a ** tho living God.™ This
Gud has Lifo 10 Himself, and amparta life to all s croaturcs. His
1ifo 18 tho life of tho universe. Hois tho pationt Governor of all
men, Ho is tho efficient and constant worker of tho universo.
**He works overywhero in nature, always doing good, alwaya
blessing His creatures, and all His works aro witnosses of Himaelf,"

These dovoted aposties and missionaries, after this, loose their
unlooked-for and uncoveted popularity. Lho pooplobecoms terribly
1ncensed against them. Certain Jows, from localitics where they
formerly cvangelized, told the poople of Lystra that they wero
scditious, unruly persons, not fit to bo harbored. ¢¢ By this attack,
tho enthusiastio adorera aro transformed into malignant focs. The
men who are honored as gods ono hour, are troated as wrotched
criminals tho pext. They who shouted ‘ Hosanna® on Sunday,
cried ¢ crucify him’ on Friday. They who sought to worship Panl
and Barnabas, now attempt to kill I’aul withstones. Thesoare the
methods used to defeat the progress of truth by those who bave no
argumcents. But in this instance we find *“ sermons oven in stonces.”
We are not to oxpect gratitude if we are doing good.”

Little men soek popularity. Great and noblo souls care nothing
forit. *‘These men ** counted not their lives dear usto them.”
They returned to tho places of former labor and suffering, to con-
firm, catablish and exhort tho believeors to continuance in well-doing,

CHRIST!- " ENDEAVOR.

DAILY READINGS.
First Day—Tho Gospel rejecied by the Jewe. Aocts xisi. 44 2.
Socond Day—+* His own received Him not.”’ Jobn i. 1-18,
Third Day—Flesing to citiea of Lycaonia. Aois xiv. 1.10.
Fourth Day—Paul proaching to the Geotiles. Aots xiv. 11.28,
Fifth Day—The Apostles prepared for Persecution. Matt, x.
14-42,
Sixih Day—cChrisy'e Disoiples shall saffer persocation. 2 Tim.
iii. 1.17.
PPrRavxr MzxTine Torie, Msy 16, SoME THINGS WORTH LIVING FOR,
1Jobnii. 12.17,

AIMS IN LIFE.

¢ Tivo to learn their story, who snffered for yonr sake,

To emalate their glory, and follow in their wake,

Bards, Patriote, Poots, says, tuo noblest of all ages

Whoso deeds crown bistory’s pages, and time’s groat volumoe make.

Live for thoss who love you, for those who know you'ro true,

For tho heaven that smiles aboso youn, and waits your spiris too,

For the wrongs that ncod resistsnce, for tho causs that noeds
azsistance,

For the fature in the distanoces, and tho good that you caa do.”

s 11 life bs worth liviog, it is 30 only when wo livo it oursclves,
and help others to live it, in a mavner worthy of life.”

s Show by your lile that you live, move, and have your being
in the sunny olement of God's love.”

« Come, 1ot us live whilo we livo! Le! us serve God to the
utmoat strotch o! our manhosd. Let us ask the Lord to braco
our nerves, 1o string our sinews and make as tras crasaders,
knighta of the blood.red croes, consocrated men and women, who
{or the love wo bear Chtist's pame will count labor to be esso, and
saffering to be joy, and reproach to bo bozor, and loss o bo gain.™

SOME THINGS TO LIVE FOR.

To do good and leavo behind you a monument of virlue, that
the atorm of tims can never dedtroy. Write your name by kicd.
ness, lovo and mercy on the hearts ol ths hundreds you come in
contact with year aftar year, and you will never be fer;otten. No,
your name, yonr deeds, will by logible on the hearts you leave
bebind. Good deeds will shine as bright oo the sarth ag the stars
in heaven.



